































T H E 


ANALYTICAL REVIEW, 


For M A R C Hy, 19091. 
 ———— 


Arr.1. Bruce’s Travels to difcover the Source of the Nile. 
[ Concluded from Vol. VIII. p. 388. } 


Our extracts from the body of Mr. E.’s travels being now 
completed, we proceed to the fifth volume, or appendix, which 
contains felect fpecimens of natural hiftory, collected in Egypt, 
Arabia, Abyffinia, and Nubia; thefe, as the author in the 
preface affixed inforins us, were thrown together into one vo- 
lume, to prevent that confufion or languor which every reader 
muit have felt, who, whilft bent on travelling over a country, 
or interefted by an important fact, finds himfelf interrupted 
bya viper, a tortoife, or a nettle. 

In the arrangement, the author has placed firft, the plants, 
fhrubs, and trees, of which there are eighteen fpecimens, 
moft of them non-defcripts ; the quadrupeds follow next, of 
which, perhaps, the moft fingular, is a figure of the one-horned 
rhinoceros, furnifhed with two horns ; thefe are fucceeded by 
eight plates of birds; the reft are the fifhes, of which the 
binny is the moit remarkable; the infects and reptiles are 
contained in three plates: we fhall felect, as the moft curious 
and important fpecimen, the Ceraftes, or horned viper, 
p. 193. 

‘ There is no article of natural hiftory the ancients have 

dwelt on more than that of the viper, whether poets, phyfi- 
cians, or hittorians. All have enlarged upon the particular 
fizes, colours, and qualities, yet the knowledge of their man- 
ners is but littleextended, Almoft every author that has treated 
of them, it he hath advanced fome truths which he has left 
fienderly eftablifhed by proof or experiment, by way of com- 
penfation, hath added as many falfehoods fo ttrongly afferted, that 
they have occafioned more doubt than the others have brought of 
light, certaintv .and conviction, 
_* Lucan, n Cato’s march through the defert of the Cyren- 
aicum in fearch of Juba, gives fuch a catalogue of thefe veno-« 
mous animals, that we cannot wonder, as he infinuates, that 
great part of the Roman army was deftroyed by them: yet I 
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will not fervple to aver this is mere fable. I have travelled 
acrofied the Cyrenaicum in allt its directions, and never faw but 
one ipecies of “viper, which was the Cerattes, or Horned Viper, 
now before us. Neither did I ever fee any of the fnake king 
that could be-miftaken forthe viper. I apprehend the fnake can. 
not fubliit without water, as the Ceraftes, from the places in 
which he is found, feems affuredly to do. Indeed thofe that 
Lucan fpeaks of muit have been all vipers, becaule the men. 
tion of every one of their names is followed by the death of a 
man. 

‘ There are no ferpents of any kind in Upper Abyffinia that 
ever I faw, and no remarkable varieties even in Low, excepting 
the large fnake called the Boa, which is often above twenty feet 
in length, and as thick as an ordinary man’s thigh. He is a 
beait of prey, feeds upon antelopes, and the deer kind, which 
having no canine teeth, confequently no poifon, he {wallows 
whole, after having broken all its bones in pieces, ayd drawn it 
inta a length to be more cafily maflered. Hs- chief refidence is 
by the grafly pools of rivers rhat are ftlagnant. Notwithflanding 
which, we hear of the Monk Gregory telling M. Ludolt, that 
ferpents were fo frequent in Abyfinia, that every man carried 
with him a ftick bent in a particular manner, for the more com- 
modioutly killing thefe creatures, and this M. Ludolf recom- 
mends as a difcovery. And Jerome Lobo, among the rett of 
his tables, hus fome on this fubjeét likewife. A cold and rainy 
country can never be a habitation for vipers. We fee, on the 
contrary, that their favourite choice are deferts and burnmg 
tand, without verdure, and without any moitture whatever. 

‘ The very learned, though too creduvlous, Profper Alpinus, 
fays, that many have aflured him, that near the lakes contuguous 
to the fources of the Nile there is a number of baifilifcs, about 
a palm in length, and the thicknefs of a middle finger ; that the 
have two large fcales, which they ufe as wings, and cretts and 
conibs upon their head, from which they are called Bafiliici or 
Regult, that is, crowned, crefled, or kinely ferpents; and he 
jays, that no perfon can approach thefe lakes without beimg de- 
furoved by thete creited {nakes. 

* With all fubmiffion to this naturalift’s relation, I fhould im» 
inc he could not have heard the defcription of thefe lakes from 
uany travellers, it all chofe that approach them were killed by the 
alilites. IJ fhall only anfwer tor this, that having examined the 
ake Gooderoo, thofe of Court Ohha, and Tzana, the only 
acs mear the jources otf the Nile, I never yet faw one ferpent 
“< whether crowned or uncrowned, nor did I ever hear of 
auy, and therctore believe this account as fabulous as that 

the Ac mntia and other animals he {peaks of ia this whole chap" 

‘+ Lhe buhlide is a (pecies of ferpent, frequently made men 
tion of in feripture, though never deferibed, farther than.that 
bo cannot Se charmed to as todo no hurt, nor trained fo as t9 
Gemsot ia muhe; which all travellers who have been im Egypt 
KHuw is exceedingly podible, and frequently feen. ‘* For, ! 
dtd, 2 Whe lend baniitcs among you, faith the {cripture, which 
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will not be charmed, and they fhall bite you, fuich the Lord.” 
And “ Thou thale tread upon the lion and batilife,”’ &c. 

‘| fhail mention one name more, under which the Ceraftes 
3, becaufe it is equivocal, and has been mifunderitood in 
fcripture, that is Tfeboa, which name 1s given it in the Hebrew, 
from its different colours and fpots. And hence the Grecks have 
called it by the name of Hywna, becaufe it is of the fame 
reddifa colour, marked with black {pots as that quadruped is. 
And the fame fable is applied to the ferpent and quadruped, that 
they change their fex yearly. 

« Some philofophers, trom particular fyftem, have judged from 
a certain difpofition of this animal’s fcales, that it is what they 
term, Coluber, while others, from fome arrangement of the 
{cales of its tail, will have it to be what they call Boa. I enter 
not into the difpute, it is here as faithfully reprefented as the 
fize will permit, only I fhall obferve that, unlefs Boa means 
fomething more than I know it does, the name is ill-chofen 
when applied to any fpecies of poifonous ferpents, becaufe it is 
already the proper name of the large fnake, juit mentioned, that 
is not viviparous, and has no poifon. Pliny and Galen fay, that 
the young vipers are fo fierce as to become parricides, and detiroy 
their mother upon their birth. But this is furely one of the ill- 
grounded fancies thefe authors have adopted. The Ceraftes is 
mentioned by name in Lucan, and without warranting the fepa- 
rate exiltence of any of the reft, 1 can fee feveral that are but 
he Ceraites under another term. ‘The thebanus ophites *, the 
ammodytes, the torrida dipfas, and the prefter, all of them are 
but this viper defcribed from the form of its parts, or its Colours. 
Cato muit have been marching in the night when he met this 
army of ferpents. ‘The: Ceraites hides itfelf all day in holes 

in the fand, where it lives in contiguous and fimilar houfes to 
thofc of the jerboa, and I have already faid, that I never but 

once found any animal in this viper’s belly, but one jerboa in a 
gravid female ceraftes. 

‘{ kept two of thefe laft-mentioned creatures in a glafs jary 
fuch as is ufed for keeping fweetmeats, for two years, without 
hav on given themany food; they did not fleep, that I obferved, 
in winter, but caft their ékins the laft days of Apol 

Th ie cerattes moves with great rapidity, and in all directions, 
forward, baél KW ard, and fideways. When he inclines to furprife 
any one who is too far from him, he creeps with his fide towards 
the perfon, and his head averted, till judging his diftance, he 


@ucen : 





* In the courfe of comparing our author’s quotations with 
the paflages themfelves, numerous inftances of careleffnefs and 
want of memory might have been noticed ; fometimes writers are 
quoted for what they never faid, and fometimes' one name ‘1s 
wade refponfible for what was faid by another. We have forborn 
to harrafs Mr. B. with trifling corrections: but on: fttch errors 
as the prefent paragr aph pre! ‘ents, when the foffile is confound+ 
ed with the animal kingdoin, animadveriion becomes acceflary. 
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turns round, fprings upon him, and faftens upon the part nex: 
to him ; for it is not true what is faid, that the ceraftes does not 
leap or fpring. I faw one of them at Cairo, in the houfe of 
Julian and Rofa, crawl up the fide of a box, in which there 
were many, and there lye ftill as if hiding himfelf, till one of the 
people who brought them to us came near him, and though ina 
very difudvantageous pofture, flicking as it were perpendicular to 
the fide of the box, he leaped near the diftance of three feet, and 
faitened between the man’s forefinger and thumb, fo as to bring 
the blood. ‘The fellow fhewed no figns of either pain or fear, and 
we kept him with us full four hours, without his applying any 
fort of remedy, or his feeming inclined to do fo. 

‘To make myfelt affured that the animal was in its perfeé 
ftate, I made the man hold him by the neck fo as to force him to 
open his mouth, and lacerate the thigh of a pelican, a bird I had 
tamed, as bie asafwan. ‘The bird died in about 13 minutes, 
though it was apparently affected in 50 feconds ; and we cannot 


think this was a fair trial, becaufe a very few minutes before, it had 
bit the man, and fo difcharged part of its virus, and 1t was made 


to feratch the pelican by force, without any irritation or action 
of its own. 

‘ ‘Lhe ceraftes inhabits the greateft part of the eaftern conti- 
nent, efpecially the defert fandy parts of it, It abounds im 
Syria, in the three Arabias, and in Africa. I never faw fo many 
ot them as in the Cyrenaicum, where the jerboa is frequent in 
proportion. He is a great lover of heat; for though the fur 
was burning hot all day, when we made a fire at night, by dig- 
vine a hole, and burning wood to charcoal in it, for drefing 
our victuals, it was feldom we had fewer than half a dozen of 
thefe vipers, who burnt themfelves to death approaching the 
embers. 

‘ Ll apprehend this to be the afpic which Cleopatra employed 
to procure her death. Alexandria, plentifully fupplied by wa- 
ter, muit then have had fruit of all kinds in its gardens. The 
bafkets of figs muft have come from thence, and the afpic or 
ceraites, that was hid in them, from the adjoining defecrt, 
where there are plenty to this day; for to the weitward m 
Egypt, where the Nile overflows, there is no fort of ferpent 
whatever that Lever faw: nor, as I have before faid, is there 
any other of the mortal kind that I know in thofe parts of Af- 
rica adjoining to Egypt, excepting the ceratftes. 

* It thould teem very natural for any one, who, from motives 
of diftrets, has refolved to put a period to his exiftence, efpe- 
ciilly women and weak perfons unaccuttomed to handle arms, to 
feck the gentlelt method to free themfelves from that load ot 
lite now become infupportable. This, however, has not always 
been the cafe with the ancients. Aria, Petus’s wife, ftabbed 
herielt with a dagger, to fet her hufband an example to dit, 
with this memorable aflurance, after giving herfelf the blow, 
es Petus, at Is not painful.” Porcia, the wife of Brutus, died 
hy the barbarous, and not obvious way of perifhing, by fwal- 
lowing fire; the violent agitation of fpirits prevailing over the 
maomentary siierence ia the fullering. It is not to be doubts’ 
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but that a woman, high- -{pirited like Cleopatra, was alfo above 
the momentary differences in feeling ; and had the way in which 
fhe died not been ordinary and utual, fhe certainly would not 
have applied herfelf to the invention of a new one. We are 
ther alte ‘e to look upon her dying by the bite of the ceraftes, 
as only following the manner of death which fhe had feen com- 
monly adopted by thofe who were intended to die without tor- 
ment. 

¢ Galen, a ag of the afpic in the great city of Alexan- 
dria, fays, 11 ce feen how {peedily they (the afpics) occafioned 
death. Whenever any perfon is condemned to die, whom they 
wifh to end quickly and without torm ent, they put: the viper to 
his breatt, : ol fufte ring him there to creep a little, the man 1s pre- 
fently Killed, Paufanias {peaks of particular ferpents that were 
to be found in Arabia an nong the balfam trees, feveral of which 
I procured both alive and dead, when I| brought the tree from 
Beder Hunein; but they were {till the fame fpecies of ferpent, 
only fome from fex, and fome from want of age, had not the 


horns, though in every other refpect they could not be mittaken. 
Ibn Sina, c alled .. Europeans Avicenna, has defcribed this 
animal very e> ; he fays it is frequent in Shem (that is the 


country about : ee (>: of Damafcus) and alfo in E gypt; and 
he makes a very good obfervation on their manners ; that they 
do not vo or Ww: al itraight, but move by contracting themfelves. 
But in the latter part of his deicription he feems not to have 
known the ferpent he is fpeaking of, becaufe he fays its bite is 
cured in the fame manner as that of the viper and cerafles, by 
which it is implied, that the animal he was defcribing was not a 
cerailes, and the cerailes 1s not a viper, both which ; atlertions are 
falie. 

‘ The general ize of the cerafles, from the extremity of its 
fnout to the end of its tail, is from 13 to 14 inches. Its head is 
triangular, very flat, but higher near where it joins the neck 
than towards the nofe. The length of its head, from the point 
of the nofe to the joining of the neck, is }$ths of an inch, and 
the breadth °-ths. Between its horns is ;4,ths. The opening of 
its | uth, or rictus oris r ths. Its horns in length ;;ths. , Its 
vetteg canine teeth fomething more than ,*,ths and ! *, Its neck 
at the joining of the head ,* ‘ths. The body where thickeit ;?ths. 
Its ail at the joining of the body ths and 3}. The tip of the 

ail ‘th. The length of the tail one inch and ysths. The 
apertu re of the eye ths, but this varies apparently according 
he : Ampreffion of light. 

The ceraftes has fixteen {mall immoveable teeth, and in the 
upper jaw two canine teeth, hollow, crooked inward, and of a 
iauesid le fine polith, white in colour, inclining to blueith. 
Near one fourth of the bottom is ftrongly fixed in the upper jaw, 
and folds back like a clafp knife, the point inclining inwards, 
and the greateft part of the tooth is covered wih a green foft 
membrane, not drawn tight, but as it were wrinkled over it. 
Immediately above this is a flit along the back of the tooth, which 
ends nearly in the middle of it, where the tooth curves inwardly. 
From this aperture I apprehend that it feds its poifon, not from 
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e point, where with the beft glaffes I never could perceive ay 
erture, fo that che tooth is not a tube, but hollow only hajf 
ay ¢ the point being for making the incilion, and by its pref. 
ire occafioning the venom in the bag at the bottom of the fane 
to ride in the tooth, and fpill itfelf through the flit into the 
wound. * 

‘ By this flat pofition of the tooth along the jaw, and its be- 
ing defended by the membrane, it eats In pertect fafety ; for 
the tooth cannot prefs the bag of poifon at the root while it 
lies in this pofition, nor can it rife in the tube to fpill itfelf, 
nor can the tooth make any wound fo as to receive it, but the 
animal is fuppofed to eat but feldom, or only when it is with 
young. e 
' £ he viper has but one row of teeth, none but the canine are 
noxious. ‘Ihe poifon is very copious for fo fmall a creature, it 
is tully as large as a drop of Jaudanum dropt from a vial by 
a careful hand. Viewed through a glafs, it appears not pere 
feétly tranfparent or pellucid. I fhould imagine it hath other 
refervoirs than the bag under the tooth, for I compelled it to 
{fcratch eighteen pigeons upon the thigh as quick as poflible, and 
they alldied nearly in the fame interval of time; but I confefs the 
danger attending the diffeétion of the head of this creature made 
me {o cautious, that any obfervation I fhould make upon thefe 
parts would be lefs to be depended upon. é 

‘ People have doubted whether or not this yellow Bqoer is the 
poifon, and the reafon has been, that animals who ha taited it 
did not die as when bitten, but this reafon does not hold in modern 
phyfics. We know why the fuliva of a mad dog has been given 
to animals, and has not affe¢ted them; and a German phyhician 
was bold enough to dithl the pus, or putrid matter, flowing from 
the ulcer of a perfon infected by the plague, and tafte it after- 
wards without bad confequences ; fo baat it is clear the poifon 
has no activity, tll through tome fore or wound it is admitted 
into civeulation. Again, the tooth itfelf, divetted of that potfon, 
has as little effeét. The viper deprived of his canine teeth, an 
operation very eably performed, bites without any fatal confe- 
quence with the others; and many inftances there have been of 
mac dogs having bit people cloathed in coarfe woollen ftuff, 
which had fo far cleaned the teeth of the faliva in pafling through 
it as not to have left the fmalleft inflammation after the wound. 

* | tovbear to fatigue the reader by longer infifting upon this 
ubvect. A lone differtation would remain upon the incantatiog 
of ierpenss. There is no doubt of its reality. The fcriptures 
: ‘lot it. Ali that have been in Egypt have feen as many 
cafierent infances as they chofe. Some have doubted that it was 
actrick, and thatthe animals fo handled had been firft trained, and 
ven Gilarmed of their power of hurting: and fond of rhe dif 
covery, they have retted themfelves upon it, without experi- 
im the face of all antiquity. But 1 will not heiitate 
aver, that TI have feen at Cairo (and this may be feen daily 
without trouble or expence) a man who came from above 
tac catacombs, where the pits of the mummy birds are i 
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who has taken a ceraites with his naked hand from a «uthber ‘of 
others lying at the bottom of the tub, has put it upon his bare 
head, covered it with the common red cap he wears, then taken 
it out, put itin his brealt, and tied it about his neck like a necke 
lace: atter which it has been apphed toa hen, and bit at, which 
has died in a few minutes; and, to complete the experiment, the 
man has taken it by the neck, and beginning at his tail, has ate 
it as one would do a carrot or a dtock of.celery, without any 
fecming repugnance. 

‘We know from hiftory, that where any country has been 
remarkably infeited with ferpents, there the people have been 
fereened by this fecret. The Pfylliand Marmarides of old ua- 
doubtedly were defended in this manner, 

Ad Quorum cantus mites Facuére Cerafla. 
Siz. ira. hb. iii. 

‘To leave ancient hiftory, I can myfelf vouch, that all the 
black people in the kingdom of Sennaar, whether Funge or Nuba, 
are perfectly armed againtt the bite of either fcorpien or viper. 
They take the ceraftes in their hands at all times, put them im 
their bofoms, and throw them to one another as children do 
apples or balls, without having irritated them by this ufage, fo 
much as to bite. ‘The Arabs have not this fecret naturally, but 
from their infancy they acquire an exemption from the mortal 
confequences attending the bite of thefe animals, by chawing 
a certain root, and waihing themfelves (it is not anointing) with 
an infufion of certain plants in water. 

‘One day when I was with the brother of Shekh Adelap, 
prime minifler of Sennaar, a flave of his brought a ceraites 
which he had juft then taken out of a hole, and was ufing it 
with every fort of familiarity. I told him my fufpicion that the 
teeth had been drawn, but he affured me they were not, as did 
his mafter Kittou, who took it from him, wound it round his 
arm, and at my defire ordered the fervant to carry it home with 
me. I took a chicken by the neck, and made x flutter before 
him ; his feeming indifference left him, and he bit it with great 
figns of anger, the chicken died almof immediately ; I fay his 
fecming indifference, for I conitantly obferved, that however 
lively the viper was before, upon being feized by any of thefe 
barbarians he feemed as if taken with ficknefs and feeblenefs, fre- 
quently fhut his eyes, and never turned his mouth towards the 
arn of the perfon that held him. I afked Kittou how they came 
to be exempted from this mifchief? he faid, they were born fo, 
and fo faid the grave and refpectable men among them. Man 
ot the lighter and lower fort talked of enchantments by wo 
and by writing, but they all knew how to prepare any porfon by 
medicine, which were deco¢tions of herbs and roots. 

* I have feen many thus armed for a feafon do pretty much the 
fame feats as thofe that potiefied the exemption naturally, the 
drugs were given me, and I feveral times armed myfelf, as I 
thought, refolved to try the experiment, but my heart always 
tiled me when I came to the trial ; becaufe among thefe wretched 
people it was a pretence they might very probably have thelrered 
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themfelves under, that I was a Chriftian, that therefore it had 
no effect upon me. I have {till remaining by me a {mall quantity 
of this root, but never had an opportunity of trying the experi. 


“ment. 


‘ The reader will attend to the horn which is placed over the 
eye, in the manner J have given the figure of it; it is fluted, and 
has four civitions. He will likewife obferve the tooth as viewed 
through a glafs. He may fuppofe the black reprefents a painter's 
pallet, for the eafier difcerning the white tooth, which could not 
otherwife appear diftinctly upon the white paper.’ 

Having thus, with as much perfpicuity and as little inter- 
ruption as was in our power, and with equal impartiality ana- 
Jyfed the work of our author, we might fafely leave him to the 
verdict of our readers, for whofe penetration we have too fin- 
cere a refpect to fuppofe them in want of any comment or 
directing hint of our own, for judging what to admit, what to 
reject, or on what fhelf to place this writer, But acute as 
many of our readers certainly are, there is ftill a greater num. 
ber unable or unwilling to help themfelves, who like the 
male guefts of an Abyffinian feaft, choofe to have the viands 
made up into a {piced cartridge, and without further trouble 
thruft into their mouths: for thefe, we muft undertake the 
office of the Ethiopian. ladies, and feed them without the 
trouble of carving or felection, 

An air of truth, and confonance of parts, are the great 
requilites of every narrative, delivered to the public with an 
air of grayity. After having confidered thefe volumes as a 


} 


whole, and in their various parts poifed the evident againtt the 
guciiionable, proof againit aflertion, compared facts with cha- 
yacters an! manners, produce with the foil, and phanomena 
with the climate; feparated reafonable conclufion from hatty 
furmife, and p. cbabilities irom mere hypothefis and wild con- 
jéCture.—The impreflion remained, the conclufion in the 
main was drawn in favour of our author’s relation. 
‘That the materials of perhaps two volumes, have been 
cattered over five; that a deluge of apparent improbabilities, 
inaccuracies, prejudices, conceits, contradictions, impotent 
witicifms, and ftunning egotifms, has been poured over the 
mais of real information, vigorous defcription, fublime 1ma- 
gery, and pathetic fcenes, we moft deeply lament. . Had the 
author, fo converfant in Greek wiidom and language, remem- 
bered, as he fat down to write, the advice of Hefiod, he need 
not now be told, that the half of his work would have beea 
better than the whole. 

hat unwarinefs, that very boldnefs with which our au- 
thor has ruthed on the public car, uncourted and unprepared, 
with the moft queftionable of his tales, in an age of univerfal 
icepticifm, {peaks to us in his favour more than if he had ftolen 
py degrecs upon credulity, and begged that aflent which i 
cou 
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could not command. What advantages could arife from the 
obftinacy of relating improbable or “abominable cuftoms, if 
they were not true? from talking of cattle, that are the mere 
appendages of their horns, from invigorating jeilamines to 
oaks, or {welling capers to peaches ?—To be loathed | by the 
de Jicate, fhunned by the cautious, and laughed at by the critic, 
is a price few will, or dare to pay, for the pleafure of anticipat- 
ing truths which time alone can authenticate. 
lf it be faid, that the defire of raifing aftonifhment is a mo- 
tive fuficiently {trong to account for any tiflue of marvels and 
prod ligies, fome attention ought to be paid to the nature of works 
and thec wn of the writer. All we expect of the ep ic poet, or the 
writer of romance, is to fafcinate us by their winged mac hinery 
vhilit we read or hear, a momentary tax is ley ied on our fan- 
cy: but a narrative which pretends to augment the ftock of 
truth, appeals to other judges; a tribute exacted from judg- 
ment and cool deliberation, will be difcuffed with fev rigs De- 
fore it be o btained, a and if the flrange be not rejected, it is 
merely becaufe it 1s every where Siened in with what me be - 
be credited. We paufe at the cow that travels whilft it is 
fed on; we are alarmed at the bellowing banquet ; but when 
we fee them furrounded by place, incident, manners, charac- 
ters, whofe exiitence we cannot one moinent heiitate to admit, 
we fubmit, if yet we do not credit. Internal evidence, indeed, 
has been called with little fuccefs before the tribunal of modern 
criticifm ; the lifts of literary forgery are ilill graced with 
the names of Macpherfon and ‘Chatterton, and the in ference, 
that it is preferring a miracle to incon pate | proof, by fuppofing 
them the authors rather than the compilers of the works they 
publifhed, has had little effect on their poetic juries. It can- 
not, the erctore, be fuppoled that a milder verdict will be given 
by thofe who arrogate to themlelves the right of fe tting the 
limits of potiibil: ty, of deciding what is admiffible or not in 
narrative. But to fuppofe Mr. B. the inventor rather of his 
tale, than its SPER. A ; to fuppofe that the defc ription of the 
lheban fepulchres, and the ruins of Axum, of ‘l'aranta, La- 
malmon, the Galla and Shangalla, of “eawa and Sennaar, of 
the Nubian defart, and its pillars of fand; the delineation of 
the Naibe, Achmet, and the aflembly at Maiuah, of Ras 
Michael, and Ozoro Efther, of Fafil and Adelan; the defcrip- 
tion of the ceraftes, the zimb, the binny: to fuppote that thefe, 
and numbers more are a tiflue of fables to amufe the idle, 
impote upon the credulous, and perplex the critic, is in fact, 
fwelling the powers of man beyond their known fize; an 
aflertion, which as it hurls Mr. B. from his place among hif- 
torians, erects for him a folitary throne of unlimited, and hi- 
Lherto unknown powers, Thi 
is 
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This inference, we think, gains ad iditional frength from 
the author’s own character, as exhibited by hinwelf, Wat. 
ever may he the powers of the mind, invention of fuch variety 
and fize could never be lodged in bim. Perfewerance, and a 
] ee opinion of bimielf excepted, he appears to us to have 
not | poli Teffed many of the requits ates that could qualify him for 
his undertaking in an eminent degree. If he be learned, he 
is fur from being correct; he is oftener betrayed than affitted 
by his memory 5 he magnifies what is in itfelf of ltutle value, 
aid pailes rapidly by what ought to have commanded his ut- 
mol tention . The want of fpur or bridle have done more 
to degrade his narrative, than all the objections of his antago- 
nilts. But through this mifty medium, the images, charae- 
ters, aud de icriptio ns continue to pierce, and leave moprefiions 
that will not be ealily effaced. What other reafons can be 
‘ od jor this, but that they are founded on a bafe not to 
be thaken—on truth? The man vaniibes, the objects remain, 
With regard to Mr. B.’s principal objeét of travel, the dif- 
covery of the Nile, we own ourfelves difappointed. Whether 
the fources he went to difcover, {till remain undifcovered, 
only in his fancy; whether they were thofe fources which an- 
ti ity had in vain been in fearch of or not, neither our ability, 
leilure, or the limits of this paper permit us difcufs. But it 


is the road he travelled over, and not the marfh it led him to, 
that entitles him to ourelteem. Taranta ought to have led to 
another river, and nothing lefs than the Nubian defart can 


») 


tone to the reader for the lamentable wit and difappointments 
Ge. Neither the additional urn with which he-graced the 
tores of the watry god, nor the geographic inaccuracies of his 
wredeceiiors fo triumphantly iniiited on, can perfuade us that 

turucie have nota prior right to the honours he claims, 


re? 


~ 


“- = ® &) 
. 


whatever they may be; the argument which he employs to 
fhew that the jefuits never trod the facred fpot, muit prove, 
that he was never at Teawa. 


As it is by all admitted, were it only for the firman obtained 
in favour of Enghith commerce, that Mr. B. did vifit the coun- 


} 
tres waich he deteribes, it is matter of little aye e even 


if information could be obtained, to alcertain what helps he 


hed i; forming his mat Thals » we diidain to join in the indui- 
t:.cus an! Charita * inquiry, Whether the drawings exhibited 
wer. bis Own oF another's; or whether his power of defigning 
vw. ¢ ahned to the icenes of his travels, and left him the mo- 
moat Le touched European ground. Mr. B. may refemble 
‘dizeuius, Whom nothing could keep filent. but a requeft to 

z. Ibe quettion is: are thefe drawings faithfully deicrip- 
tive cf what they reprefent? If no thes proots of their want 
of authenticity de produced, but the Egyptian Harper’s re- 


koimp.ance to tune Grecian prome and ae Apodo’ $ face, the 
deugnes 











Bruce’s Travels to difcover the Saurce of the Nile. 251 


defigner or the publifher of the defign may reft fecure: ex- 
poted to fuch criticifm, nothing that pafles through the bands 
of deligner and e ngrav er, can ever be deemed a authentic. Will 
any one believe that the women of Otaheite, and the men of 
the Sandwich Iflands, potiefied that air which they acqut ired 
under the hands of Ravtelecs zz and Sherwin? But the fact is, 
that the harpers of Mr. 8. bear no more refen iblance to the 
Apollo than the author of that criticifm himfelf; and Mr. B. 
need ee regret that the charge brought vy the fame critic, 
arainit his latitudes, is better founded than the one produced 
againtt hi his harpers. 

Charges of greater importance might have been made againft 
his botanic drawings, though beautifully executed, if we had 
not been warned by himfelf, not to expect fexual, or fyitematic 
exactnels 3 for according to him, the botanic drauzhtiman 
ought to be ignorant of fy ftem. This qual ification, it cannot 
be ‘denied, he frequently pofleffes ; > and much claflification could 
not be expected from one who miftakes the footitalks of the 
leaves for branches, and who wag with the name of Banks, 
a plant, totally and fpecihcally different from every fpecies of 
another, which already bears that name. Troi fuch miftakes, 
it might not be too fevere to conclude, that he drew up his 
defcriptions from the drawings, and not from the original 
plants 

In the drawings of quadrupeds, birds, fifhes, infects, and 
reptiles, there is a very difimilar merit. The qu: adrppeds ; are 
the worft; the birds are more pictureique. The deicription 
of the Nifjer-Werk, agrees fo Ci lofely with that of the La Nil= 
geyer, Or Vulture of the Helvetic Alps, that we conuder the 
appeiiation of eagle, as a mere vulg variim. Of infects, there 
is but the zimb, and that, as we have formerly obferved, feems 
fufficiently exact relative ly to its genus. ‘The figure of the 
Ceraftes is adm irable, and could not have been drawn from any 
thing but a living orginal, notwithftanding its refemblance in 
ftruct ire to one in the tranfactions of the R.s. We wonder 
Mr. B. who loves the vigorous products, the larger dimen- 
fions of nature, did not make it a point to treat us with the 
Boa, which, he tells us, is an sthabit ant of Al rytlinia 5 the 
Madre d ‘acqua of Condamine, the Anaconda of the eait, and the 
Giant-fna ke of the Norway-feas, would then have had a come 
pan lon from the South. 

The Abyffinian chronicle, which compofc s the fecond voe 
lume, has been confidered by fome as fuperfiuous ; for litde, 
We are told, can be learned from the annais of a barbarous 
people, at this day unable to make a fifhing-net. Lhe author, 
ticy tay, might have employed his time to better purpofes, by 
tracing the monuments fcattered over thofe parts of Natolia 
and Barbary which be had previoully vilited, W itisout treat- 
ing 
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ine thofe who make this objection fupercilioufly, as mere antj- 


quarians, without applying to them what has been acutely ob- 
ferved, on a kindred clafs of fcholars, that all queitions, even 


thofe on the rights of nations and kingdoms, when difcuffed 
by oratimarians, are turned into quarrels about Bammer, we 


may fafely afk them with the old woman in Euripides, 
Ti dn vo NasAe psuorlor ics cos yv0s 5 W hat have the Abyffinians 
done to vou, that thev fhould not be talked of ?” 
[t is the characteriitic of this age, to look on man, ftript of 
artificial endowments, as the leait important object of philo- 
| ly doing more for the human race, 
to give us the annals of a people now exi ftingy than to pore 
over the ( Ue ieneaiatel nts of pa: it races : ic Was, at this 
moment, « ye for the initruction of fociety, ftruggling 
for emancipation from the yoke of bigotry and tyrants, to pro- 
duce a new document froma living nation, that it is the nature 
gious defpotifm to prolong the infancy of 
men to the end of time, hen’ to treat us with pofies of punhic 
inferiptions, or Cyrenaic batlo-relievo’s. In thefe. annals, we 
have a new and powerful inftance of the mind’s never-ceafing 
activity, let the direction of energy be what it may. “We fee 
a nation of coniiderable antiquity, with many advanta ges of 


' - Se 
of poltical a 


} 


fituation and climate, ttil] at the threfhold of human know- 
Jedee, without curiofity, without fcience, without arts, and 
} = 7 y ’ =< 
1) olf 2 \ CYT uli . Oil 4 ne nad, whilft the ame peopie Are “= hib ited 
} a a . * a . 
for a s wdeth Ns i ammeled l ] ‘ i the tric ks, aCCo } Lith s ed in 


Q o ot Re ae re ee he Oe 
evel ccry OF vice, tne rivais of the Portugt 1efe al nd opa- 
~ 
7 ‘ > fa’ > a mS , ] = > cewne i? ae and ¢ there 
mniara ‘ i \ ‘ \ ti & I¢ eeasws relicio us lip yiure . anc is Awe 
] | —_ } ——. ol — >. ’ ++" -" e 3 } 7 oo - 
no leflon to be drawn from this, or 1s it lefs food for the mind 


to puriue the Ethiopian through the windings of active ilie, 
1 , °® ’ ~~ 1° “ 

than to fettic the dynatty under which an Afsatic lived, or fx a 

Gsreek to his Olympiad? R. R, 





ART. Il. i Jour uD Ie Straits from Gibraltar to Conflantis 
>» il the | ading vents in the f prejent Wh ar between the 

dri/l , Rufians, and the Turks, to the Commencement of 

the Dear 1789. By Capt. Suther land, of the 25th Regiment. 


Second Edition. $vo. Pages 372. Price 6s, in ‘boards, 

Johnfon. 1791. 
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(ue firit letter commences with a journal of our author's 
voyage irom Gibraltar to Almefia, in Auguit 1787, with fome 
account of Ceuta, and of the introduction of the Moors or 
So 


baracens into Spain, by the refentment of count Julian, whole 
daughter was ravifhed by Roderigo, the Gothic monarch 
pain, and who requeiting x the affittance of the African moors, 


to revenge his wron; <6 was the firft caufe of introducing thefe 
ynvaders into his country, 
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Our author dates his fecond letter from Carthagena, and ie 
contains a military defcription of the place, with an hittorical 
account of the principal tranfactions, which from time to time 
have taken place there, and particularly in the fucceflion war 
in1705. In the third letter we have fome account of Cagli: arly 
and a very affecti ng ftory of a beautiful nun in S ardinia, of the 
name of L nee The defcription of Cagliari is carried on 
through th fucceeding epiftle, which concludes with fome re- 
marks on re commerce, &c. of Sardinia. 

From the ane to the tenth letter we tind our author at Na- 
ples, and his defcription of the curiofities of that country, 
tho’ fhort, is lively and interefting. His account of the her- 
mit of Vefuvius we cannot help tranferibing from its fingula- 
rity; page 64. 

‘ Father Pietro, the hermit, received us with great hofpitality ; 
and, although turned of eighty, he 1s by no means infenfible to 
thofe charms of fo cietv which are confiftent with the gravity of his 
order. He feemed a perfon of a liberal education, {po ke ‘with 
great judgment ot the ancients, and was well intormed of the itate 
o Europe at the time of his retirement. In the courfe ot con- 
verfation, he mentioned his having been in England, which. led 
us to enquire in what capacity. Conceive our furprize, when 
this venerable fage told us that he had been a French hair-dref- 
fer! But the frank nefs and the grace with which he made this 
declaration, increafed our eiteem 3 and his converfatio1 1 proved, 
that canees low his origin, his abilities and application had 
raifed him fuperior to moft of us. 

His habitation is a comfortable cottage, with a chapel, anda 
hrubbery adjoining, at the extremity of one of the fmal! moun 
tains, of which there are feveral round Vefuvius; and although 
half way up to the crater, this {pot is fecured from the lava by 
a ridge which feparates it from the great cone ; and fhould the 
burning matter run in this direction, it would be thrown on each 
fide, Be tit is not iunpflible that he may fome day be furrounded 
by it; and he is alw: ays €xp ofed to the itones and afhes thrown 
up by the mountain. 

The delcription of Pompeia is curious. P. 78. 

* No lava having ever gone over the afhes which buried Pompei, 
it was much eafier cleared (than Herculan: eum). Three divifions 
are quite open. The firft is a fmall fquare, which, our Ciceron 
told us, was the foldiers quarters. There are feveral fmall a part: t- 

nents round it; in one of which we faw the fkeletons of feven- 
een poor wretches, who were confined by the ancles in an iron 
— Many other bodies were found, fome of them in cir- 

umitances which plain ly thew that they were endeavouring to 
dine when the eruption overtook them. Near the barracks, 
there is a theatre, and a temple of Ifis; but, as all their orna- 
ments have been removed, they have now little but their antiquity 
to make them worth feeing. 

* Bur a little farther, two ftrects, with all their houfes, are 
*atirely cleared, and look like a fmall town, lately fae“ 
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| uft wide enowgh for two Carriages to pafs cach 
other; and the ruts worn by the wheels, are fill to be feen, ay 
well as names, and feveral military figures, eut ia rou veh mans 
ner by the foldiers on = walls of their quarters, A path j it 
rai on each tide of the iireet, for foot patlengers. 

the houfes “ee e a terrace at top, in the Italian ftyle s 
‘nm have baths and ftoves to heat the walls. The 
f : eral, are paved with mofaic of the common kind ; 
of the rooms were all orname ‘nted with paintings on 
which we call én difemper. Some of them are 


' ty | '. but molt of the bet have been taken 
ne thofe that remain, the moft itriking are, Narciffus 
r his own fi ; Orp! heus and Eurydicé; Diana and 


i rion: variety of niet and game; feverat difhes of fith, 
f d veeretables: a capital helin ret; fome beautiful landfcapes, 
t ] ‘ } 5 of the molt eles vail patteras ; ° ail as perfect as 


From Naples Mr. S$ itherland proceeded. to the coaft of Sa« 
lerno, and Janded to view the oh is of Peftum, of which the 
ancicnt walls are two miles in circumference, and 18 feet 
thick. On the fourth of October they paffed Shombolo, and 
on the fifth entered the famous ftraits of Scylla and Charybdis. 
A deicription of Medfiina, with avg account of the late earth- 
quake, occupies a confiderable part of the twelfth letter, which 
concludes with a fhort hiftory of the ifland of Sicily. The 
thirtcenth contains a defcription of Zante, Ithaca, and the pro- 
montory of Leucate, or the lover’s leap, with fome obferva- 
tions on the ‘Turkifh policy in the Archipelago, &e. The 
fourteenth is dated from Smyrna, it contains an account of 
Milo, Paros, and Attica; and the commerce, &c. of Smyrna 
iticlf forms the fubject of the fueceeding letter. The fixtecath 
is entirely occupied by political remarks on the war between 
the Kufhans and the Turks. Cur author 's journey to Ephefus 
is related in the feventeenth letter, which alfo contains fome 
ipeculations concerning the war. 

On the roth of January 1788, our author left Smyrna, and 
on the 25th entered the Pirzeus, the celebrated port of Athens ; 
from this circumitance our author is led into a fhort and enter- 


tT. g diflertation on the hittory of (sreece. Athens in its 
prefent ftate, we find, itill contains 10,000 inhabitants, arid 
has lately been furrounc led by a wall to defend it from the Al- 
bani 


ans, who are ripe for a revolt. A m ilitary accourit of the 
battle of ar combeten the nineteenth letter, and the 
twentieth is employed chiefly ona fhort view of the Greek 
and Viahometan relicions. 

From Smyrna Mr. S. returned to L eghorn, from which he 
fet off on the 18th of March, in order to vifit Florence. OF 
the prefent emperor, then duke of Tufcany, he gives a moft 
favourable character, a3 a patron of the fine arts Sy and as a hue 
9 puane 
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mane and judicious monarch. His liberality with refpedt to 
the Florentine gallery is worthy imitation. p. 266. 

“¢ Formerty, people of humble fortunes were fecluded from the 
view of thefe treatures, by the extortion of the attendants; bur 
thar falarics have been lately increafed, and they are prohibited 
from accepting prefents, on pain of lofing their places. The 
pooreft peatant has now aright to amufe himfelf at his leifure in 
every part ot the gallery, and admittance is refuted to nobody 
but iervants. It afiords matter of furprife to an Englifhman, that 
valecs de chambres, and footmen, who have fo much influence 
every where elfe, are here excluded from places that are open to 
the lowett of every other tribe.’ 

The following is a fpecimen of the good policy with which 
he regulated his late territories. P. 267. 

‘ By a law, as uncommon as it is juit, a breach of modefty is 
as feverely punifhed in the male asin the temale fex; and a fe- 
ducer, be his rank what it will, is obliged to marry the object 
he has polluted. None of either fex are permitted to fhut them- 
fives up in convents ; and marriage is highly encouraged. Such 
indeed, is this prince’s fucceds in promoting morality, and pre- 
venting vice among his people, that, different from moft capitals, 
the women are innocent and healthy, as well as beautiful; and 
afiaflinations and robberies are here no longer heard of.’ 

Of the curiofities of Florence fo much has been faid by 
other travellers, that we fhall only remark of our author’s de- 
fcription, that it is fhort and lively. | 

In the twenty-fourth letter we find Mr. S. returned to Na- 
ples, and as a recent eruption of Vefuvius afforded him an 
opportunity of obferving one of its moft curious phenomena, 
we indulge ourfelves in a fhort extract. Pp. 294. 

‘ The violence of the eruption is over; and it has now more 
of the curious and beauriful, than of the awful and fublime. 
The fide of the mountain has clofed, and the lava iffues from it, 
without its fource being feen, in a ftream of liquid fire, at prefent 
not more than four feet wide. It moves ata flow rate, and, al- 
though fo much a fluid as to be capable of this motion, yet it 
has fuch a degree of folidity, that ftones of fome pounds weight, 
thrown with force, did not penetrate its furface. No flame was 
emitted by the lava, except when we threw fticks, paper, or 
other combuftible matter upon it, which immediately took fire, 
and blazed. Water had no effe&t, but that of blackening, for a 
moment, the part it fell upon.’ | 

Returning to Palermo we find in the twenty-fifth letter ra- 
ther a ludicrous account of preferving the dead there, by dry- 
ing up the corpfe, and preferving it in a niche againft the wall. 
P. 302. 

* The phyfiognomies of the deceafed are fo ludicroufly muti- 
lated, and their mufcles fo contraéted and diftorted in the drying, 
tat no French mimick could equal their grimaces. Moft of the 
corpics have loft the lower part of the nofe—their necks are gene# 
sary alittle twifted—their mouths drawn awry in one direction 

wt heir 






































a 


‘2. * e — 
rks ete er aioe ‘ »! a0 rs 
- he ? . a » — : ‘ : ; 
ae a he Bas ves _ 







| A} te - 
| bee 
' ei 
> “ee : 
: / 4 nS og : 
2° ORE 
ie: foe 
th = 
if 





ne 


Pod iP 


ee 
Gabe : 
4 ‘alan. 
oe 


* 


i ae 


. & 
. 
: iu 
) aay 
: k . i 
| = de ) 
‘ ‘* p #4 
: & 
R rt 
: €& t 
- ¥ ¥ 
4 { 
: ; ¢ 
* ie 
: 
‘> 
$ 


ecle o 





a 
bln eh gp Seg! 


wie! 4 


ba 

she) 
v. 
* 


~~ 
ra 


f 
e 

: ~ . _ 

Ce ee a 


tee 


be 
ae “ 
Dv bere, « 
4 
a age? 
ow erie 
< 


Ps 


ee 


aoe 





niiiectehestiiitiiete. aki ha Lo ee 
, “ ne ’ < Sar “% . = 7 
5 


4 b ~ 
RS Peer A. 
i Pod 





256 TRAVELS. 


—their nofes in another—their eyes funk and pointed differeng 
ways—one ear perhaps turned up—the other drawn down, &c,’ 

On the 24th of May Mr. S. returned to Smyrna, whence 
an opportunity offering, he fet fail for Conftantinople on the 
25th of O&ober following. Nothing can be more delightful, 
according to our author’s account, than the voyage up the 
ftraits of the Dardanelles. ‘The traveller is, however, difap. 
pointed when he arrives at the city. The ftreets are miferable, 
and the buildings but paltry. Pp. 350. ' 

‘ Some of the mofques are tolerable edifices, however different 
from our tafte in the ornamental part of architecture. To thefe 
chrittians are prohibited accefs ; but the Turks, hke other peo- 
ple, are not always proot acainft bribery. I have- been fhewn 
feveral, and among the reit, the celebrated one of St, Sophia, 
{uppoted to have been built by Conttantine the Great. But in 
which I was very much difappointed. The dome only is tolera- 
ble. It is fupported by two tucr of columns ef verde antique. 
From this tiyiec of architecture, and the value of the marble, one 
would expecta rich and elerant appearance, but the magnificent 
effect of the double ticr ot columms, is loft by the entablature 
being fupported by arches, which reduces the columns to mere 
piers ; and thus, in comparifon of other works of the ancients, the 
defign becomes poor and inelegant. ‘The capitals are by no 
chout 3s very indifferent- 


~ 


- 


means Challe, and the architecture throu 
ly executed 

* The navy hofpital, thouch fmall, would do credit to any 
nation ; and fome of the grand fignior’s fummer palaces, con- 
ftructed in the Chinefe ftyle, difplay an elegant neatnefs which 
could not be furpaffed, even by that ingenious people. But thé 
Seragho, as far as 1 was admitted, has nothing to boaft of.’ 

Of the late fultan Mr. S. gives a very amiable character, 
and remarks in particular his conftant attachment to one wile. 
The whole ftanding army of the Turks does not exceed 
26,000, and the Janiffaries are much relaxed and fallen off in 
diicipline and confequence. ‘The late grand vizier broke a 
whole regiment of them for difcontent ; a feverity which none 
of his predeceflors durft have praétifed. p. 352. 

* ] have already feen the grand fignior feveral times, for he 
goes publicly to mofque every Friday ; and I attended the Prut- 
fian envoy when he had his audience of the Caimaeany or att- 
ing grand vizir, from whom I had the honor of receiving a muilin 
handkerchief. It is not very fine, being only intended as @ 
mark of amity, for the Turks ftrictly adhere to the Oriental cuf- 
tom of giving pre fe nts, and their sovernment feems to retain 
much of its primitive inflitution. Civil and religious law, as.10 
the days of the Patriarchs, form but one code. “The Coran 1s 
the book, and the mufti the head of both. Like the practice of 
earlier ages, alfo, he who rules the ftate in time of peace, Icads 
her armic in times of war. Thus the grand vizir is at once 
prime minifer, as well as captain-gencral, and commander 18 
chicb-of the forces. The police of the town refembles the dif- 
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Gpline of acamp; the people retire at dufk, patroles are efta< 
blifaed, and in cafe of fire, or any other alarm, the grand fignior 
himfelf, and all the great officers are immediately abroad. Were 
the fovereign to negic& appearing on occafions of this kind, it 
would be thought as great a reflection on him, as if, as a general, 
he remained in his tent when his camp was attacked,’ 

As his ftay was but fhort on this tour, and as Mr. S, tes 
fided for near a year on another occafion at the capital of Tur- 
key, he purpofes refuming the fubje@t in another volume; 
fhould he receive fufficient encouragement to proceed ; ait 
encouragement, which, for our own parts, we fhall be happy 
to fee extended to this agreeable and entertaining traveller. 

In the latter letters there are fome copious details of thé 
military operations of the T'urks and Ruflians. BE. 





Art. 111. Memoirs of the Literary and Philofophical Society of 
Manchefier. Vol. 111. 8vo. 648 pages, and § Plates. 
Price 7s. in boards, Warrington, Eyres. London, Cadell. 
1790. 

Ir is with much fatisfaction that we reccive a volume from 
the refpectable Manchefter Society, though after a confiderable 
interval of filence. Near five-fixths of the prefent volume aré 
written by the home members—Percival, Ferriar, Henrys 
Cooper, and Watt, who, from the value of their productions, 
appear capable of giving confequence to any fociety: and we 
are fo far from confidering the want of foreign papers, from 
being any proof of want of vigor, in an inftitution of this nas 
ture, that we do not hefitate to appeal to experience for a 
proof, that the importance of every focicty has ever depended 
on the abilities of it, active members. ‘The early volumes of 
the Royal Society will fhew how much was done by a few 
great men, and fome of the late volumes will fhew how little 
comes forward when the men of abilities form themfelves into 
an inactive tribunal, waiting for papers to judge of, inftead 
of producing any themfelves. To return, however, from this 
digrefive obfervation, we fhall proceed to give an account of 
the volume before us. 

The laws of the fociety, and lift of members, are prefixed 
to this volume, and the papers are ; 

I. dn Enquiry into the Principles and Limits of Taxatians asa 
Branch of moral and political Philofophy. By Thomas Per- 
Cival, M.D. F. RB. S. pores and Edinburgh, &c. &c. 
The contributions exacted by government from the indis 

viduals of every ftate are payable in return for, or to procuré 

that prote€tion which the individual could neither with expe- 
dience, power, nor juftice fecure to himfelf. This being thé 
cale, it becomes as much the moral duty of the individual to 
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pay taxes without fraud or evafion, as it would become the 
fame individual to pay his fhare of any other general reckoning 
for enjoy ments fhared in common with others. In this view 
we fee an abftracted, though clear, ftatement of the obliga- 
tion; but there are various collateral circumftances which 
tend to modify its efficacy. ‘The government mutt be duly 
conftituted ; the tax muft be employed for the public good ; 
it muft be impartially levied ; not oppreilive nor exorbitant, 
beyond the medlure of the protestion paid for ; and on the other 
hand, the decifion reipecting thefe particulars muft. operate .on 
the minds and actions of the pu blic, according to. a Certain ex- 
pe ai ency dependant on the cenfequences likely to arife from 
refiftance or refufal. ‘Thefe, and many other interefting par- 
ticulars, are difcuiled by Dr. Percival in the prefent’ memoir, 
which was written on the occafion of an attempt to extend the 
odious and tyrannic fyitem of excife to the cotton rmanufac- 
ture. 

2. Of popular Illufions, and particularly of medical Demonalogy. 
By John Ferriar, M. v. 

Very confiderable effets have in all ages been produced by 
the crrors of fuperitition and popular illufion, and thefe ef- 
fects were not proc luced by the ignorance of the vulgar, but 
in their moft fatal cafes arofe from the exertions of active, and 
in othe: refpects, enlight al minds. Again, if we turn our 
attention to the effects of cre cdulity, a ind the peculiar working 
of the imagination, even in our own times, as witnefled by 
the variety of myilical fects at prefent fubfifting, and the influ- 

ice of animal magnetifm in one of the moft enlightened cities 
in Europe, we fhall find the fubjeét of popular illuttons, to be as 
highly deferving of na Pg and enquiry as perhaps any 
ser, Whether ‘relating to the philofophy of the humau mind, 
or the good government of fociety. Dr. Ferriar has treated 
it with much ‘elegance, much philofophical acutenefs, and has 
belides rende red his memoir in an eminent degree entertain- 
ing. It may conduce to the entertainment and furprize of the 
reaver to perule the fol] lowing narrative, which will probably 

ve rife to iaetinis of a itill more important kind, P. II4- 


‘On the 13th of Junc, 1783, George Lukins, of Yatton in 


S rietilire, was exorciled ‘ia’ the temple church at ‘Briftol, 

t delivered from the po fion of feven devils, | vy the efforts of 
ieven clergyinen. An account of his deliverance was publithed 
1 feveral of the public papers, authenticated by the Rev. 
Mr. kailerbrook, vicar of the Teinple church in Briftol, from 
whith 1 extraG a few particulars. 

Lvkins was firtt attacked by -akind of epileptic fit, when he 
wat cong about ating Chrittmas plays, or mummeries: thts he 
fevribed to 2 blow given by an invifib - e hand. He was afterwards 

ved by fits, dumng whichy be declared with a roaring voice 
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chat he was the devil, and fung different fongs ina variety of 
keys. The fits always began and ended with a ttrong agitation of 

the right hand. He frequently uttered dreadful exeerations dur- 

ing the fits. The whole duration. of his diforder was 18 years. 

* At length, viz. in June 1788, he declared that he was pof- 
fefled by feven devils, and could only be freed by the prayers 

(in faith) of feven clergymen, Accordingly the requifite force 
was fummoned, and the patient fung, fwore, laughed, and barked, 
and treated the company with a ludicrous parody on the Ze Deum, 
Thefe aftonithing fymptoms refifted both hymns and prayers, till 
a /mall, faint voice admonithed the minilters to adjure. The fpi- 
rits, after fome murmuring, yielded to the adjuration, and the 
happy patient returned thanks for his wonderful cure. It is re- 
markable, that during this folemn mockery, the fiend fwore ¢ by 
his infernal den,”’? that he would not quit his patient; an oath, 
I believe, no where to be found but in the Pilgrim’s Progrefs, 
from which Lukins probably got it. 

‘ Very foon after the firlt relation of this ftory was publifhed, 
a perfon, well acquainted with Lukins, took the trouble of un- 
deceiving the public with regard to his pretended diforder, in a 
plain, fenfible narrative of his conduct. He afferts, that Lukins’s 
firit feizure was nothing elfe than a fit of drunkennefs ; that he 
slways foretold his fits, and remained fenfible during their con- 
tinuance; that he frequently faw Lukins in his fits, ‘* in every 
one of which, except in finging, he performed not more than 
moft ative young people can eaftly do ;”’ that he was dete&ed in 
an impotture with ref{pect to the clenching of his hands ; that 
after money had been collected for him, he got very fuddenly 
well; that he never had any fits while he was in St. George’s 
hofpital, in London; nor when vifitors were excluded from his 
lodgings, by defire of the author of the Narrative; and that he 
Was particularly careful never to hurt himfelf by his exertions 
during the paroxy{m. 

‘ Is it for the credit of this philofophical age, that fo bungling 
an impotture fhould deceive feven clergymen into a public act of 

exorcifm? This would not have paffed even on the authors of 
the Malleus Maleficarum, for they required figns of fuperna- 
tural agency, fuch as the fufpenfion of the poileffed in the air, 
without any vifible fupport, or the ufe of different languages, 
unknown to the demoniac in his natural ftate. 


Manferunt, hodieque manent veftigia ruris. 


3. Leiter on Attraéion and Repulfion. By the Rev. A. Ben- 
net. 


Mr. Bennet has very well explained the great undulation 
f oil covered with water, when the veffel is fwung about ; 
a fact we think firft mentioned by Dr. Franklin in his letters, 
and confidered by him as very difficult of folution. He refers 
itto the difference between the velocities of the lower and 
upper parts of the fluid, when in vibration, and fhews, thata 
folid cylinder, fufpended on its (horizontal) axis, has a 7 
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lar undulation, as indeed all bodies have which are not fuf. 
pended by their center of ofcillation, a thing impracticable, 
hecaule that center is below the center of gravity. This ob. 
ject was confidered by Huygens as materially affecting the 
vibration of pendulums. 

From the hydrottatic effe& of water, or floating bodies, in 
which, according to circumftances, it preduces either attrac- 
tion or repulfion, or rather approach and recefs, Mr. Bennet 
takes occahion to yifer, that the repuliions of electricity, mags 
netifin, and others, may be occafioned by fome fluid or fluids, 
4. Ejfay on the dramatic Writings of Majfinger. By John 

Ferriar, M. D. 

The ftrong and elegant writer of this differtation endeavours 
to draw the publice notice upon awriter, net often much in- 
terior, and fometimes nearly equal to the wonderful Shake- 
{pearc. It is impofible to concentrate or abridge an eflay up- 
en a variety of dramatic productions, which neceflarily give 
riic to remarks and oblervations, that, however judicious 
and inttructive, cannot be fufficiently connected to admit of a 
general profpect of the whole. We fhall, therefore, quote 
bis own fummary view of this writer’s merit. P. 155, 

‘ The prevailing beauties of his [Maffinger’s] produttions are 
dignity and elegance ; their predominant fault is want of pation. 
The melody, terce, and variety of his veriification are every 
where remarkable : admitting the force of all the objections which 
are made to the egmployment of blank verfe in comedy, Maflin- 
ver’s pofleffes chatms fufficient to diffipate them all. It is indeed 
equally different from that which modern authors are pleafed to 
ile blank verfe, and from the flippant profe fo loudly celebrated 
in the comedies of the day. The neglect of our old comedies 
(eems to arife trom other caufes, than from the employment of 
blank verfe in their dialogue; for, in general, its conftruction is 
fo natural, chat in the mouth of a good actor it runs-into elegant 
proie. The frequent delineations of perifhable manners in our 
eld comedy, have oceafioned this neglect, and we may forefee 
the fate of our prefent tafliionable pieces, in that which has at- 
tended Johnfon’s, Fletcher's, and Mailinger’s: they are either 

ntively overlooked, or fo mutilated, to nt them tor reprefenta- 
neither to retain the dignity. of the old comedy, nor to 


ve the craces of the new. 
Mhe chenges of manners have neceffarily produced very re- 
arxanic eflects, on theetrical performances. In proportion as 
Our belt w % ss are fartoer romeved fram the prefent tumes,. they 
ma . 


ivertitied charatiers, becaufe the pre 
dmitte! a tuller difplay of fentnments, in the, 


no “rcourte ot hte. Cer own times, in which the inten- 
‘Ried ©Goection ts ta produce a general, uniform manner, 
tora cde Civerfity of charatter for the flage. Our dramatifts, 


thereto rirk the 


‘itinGions of their charaers, by incidents 
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than intereiting dialogue. In the old comedy, the catilivophe is 
occafioned, in general, by a change in the mind of fome pringi- 
pal character, artfully prepared, and cautioufly comducied ; in 
the modern, the unfolding of the plot is effected by the oveiturn- 
ing of a fcreen, the opening of a door, or by fome other equally 
dignified machine. 

‘+ When we compare Maffinger with the other dramatic writers 
of his age, we cannot long hefitate where to place hiin. More 
natural in his characters, and more poctical in his dittion, than 
fohnfon or Cartwright, more elevated and nervous than Fletcher, 
the oaly writers who can be fuppofed to conteit his pre-emineace, 
Matinger ranks immediately under Shakefpeare himtelf *. 

‘It mutt be confeffed, that in comedy Mullinger falls confitere 
ably beneath Shakefpeare ; his wit is lefs brilhant, and his nidi- 
cule lefs delicate and various ; but he affords afpecimen of cle- 
gant comedy +, of which there 1s no archetype in his great pre- 
ceceflor. By the rules of a very judicious critic 7, the characters 
in this piece appear to be of too elevated a rank for comedy ; yet 
though the plot is fomewhat embarrafled by this circumttance, 
the diverfity, {pirit, and confiftency of the characters render it 
a moft interefting play. In tragedy, Maifinger is rather cluquent 
than pathetic; yet he is often as majeftic, and generally more 
elegant than his mafter; he is as powerful a ruler of the under- 
itanding, as Shakefpeare is of the patlions : with the difadvantage 
ot fucceeding that matchlefs poet, there is {till much original 
beauty in his works; and the moft extenfive acquaintance with 
poetry will hardly diminifh the pleafure of a reader and admirer 
of Maflinger.’ 


5. Obfervations on the Bills ——_ for the Towns of Man- 
chefter and Salford. By Thomas Henry, F. R. 8. &c. 


From the ufeful facts regiftered in this paper, a number of 
important confequences may be deduced. Mr. Henry finds 
from the average annual number of births and deaths, during the 
years 1785, 1786, and 1787, is 2139 births, and 1592 deaths. 
lhe former number multiplied by 26.5 produces 56683, and 
the latter by 30.5 produces 48556, and if there be allowed 
§° unregiftered funerals, and 150 births for the diflenters, and 
multiply and average thefe, the refult will be 27465, which, 
acded to 52619, wil produce 55364, and may be received as 
nearly the numer of inhabitants in Manchefter and Salford 
at the beginning of the preient year. 





I omit Milton, becaufe his Samfon is an exotic, not cap- 
tiwating tu the eyes of Engiithmen ; and whatever detached beau- 
ties Comus may poflefs, it is incomparably heavy, contidered as 
4 cramatic piece. 

+ The Great Duke of Florence. 

} See the L#ay op the Provinces of the Drama, 
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Conteffures relative to the Caufe of the Increafe of Wesght at. 
guired by fome heated Badies during cooling. By Thomas 
Henry, junior. 

Mr. Henry, affer attending to the ufual fources of inaccu- 
racy in experiments of this kind, namely, the afcent of the 
yarified part of the col:mn of air near the heated body, which 
tends to diminifh the weight and the leis fpecific gravity 
of that air, together with the expanfion of the neighbouring 

the balance, which tend to produce a contrary effed, 
i his attention to the increafe of weight which metals 
acquire by calcination, which he proves to have a very con. 
fiderable influence in refults of this nature. 
5. Remarks on the ficating of Cork-Baills in Water. By 
Mr. Banks. 

The phenomena of attraction or repulfion, which feem to 
take place between bodies floating upon the furface of water, 
have been confidered, by many writers, as depending upon the 
energy of the bodies themfelves, and not of the fluid which 
fupports them. Gravefande and many other writers have, 
however, proved that this effect arifes from the gravitation of a 
portion of the water, which is either elevated or deprefled 
round the floating bodies. Mr. Banks fupports this laft opi- 
nion, and defcribes the phenomena; but we do not perceive 
any thing new in either. 

8. Cafe of a Perfon becoming Short-fighted in advanced Age. By 
Thomas Henry, F. R. S, 
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It having been mentioned in the Manchefter Society, as 2 
means of preventing the neceffity of ufing {pectacles in advanced 
age, that a very fmall print fhould be habitually read, by the 
light of a fmall candle; Mr. Henry adduces an inftance of a 
gentleman who became fhort-fighted in advanced age, by this 
very practice. 

9. dn Account of the Progrefs of Population, Agriculture, Man- 
ners, and Government in Pennfylvania. By Benjamin Ruf, 

M.D. Nc. 
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‘This paper contains a view of a certain progreffive feries of 
facts, w nich exhibits the human mind in a ok very foreign to 
the views of it which have been taken for many centuries iA 
I urope. ‘The author confines himfelf to Penniylvania only, 
and gives his information as deduced from his own knowledge 
and oblervations, P. 154. 

_ * The frf fetcler in the woods, is generally a man who has out- 
fivea his credit or fortune in the cultivated parts of the flate. His 
time tor migrating is in the month of April. His firft object is to 
Hutid a imall cabin of rough logs, for himfelf and family. The 
oor of this cabin is of earth, the roof of fplit logs, the light 1s 


received . } } : ; 
received through the door, and in fome inftances, through a {mall 
window 
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window made of greafed paper. A coarfer building; adjoining 
this cabin, affords a fhelter to a cow anda fair of poor horfes. 
The labour of erefting thefe buildings is fucceeded by killing the 
rees on a few acres of groand near his cabin. This is done by. 
cutting a circle round the trees, two or three feet from the ground, ° 
The ground around thele trees is then ploughed, and Indian corn 
planted in it. The feafon for planting this grain is about the 
twentieth of May. It grows generally on new ground, with but 
little cultivation, and yields in the month of Oétober following, 
from forty to fifty bufhels an acre. After the firft of September, 
it affords a good deal of nourtfhment to his family in its green or 
unripe ftate, in the form of what 1s called roaffing ears. His 
family is fed, during the fummer, by a {mall quantity of grain, 
which he carries with him, and by fith and game. His cows and 
hories feed upon wild grafts, or the fucculent twigs of the woods. 
For the firft year, he endures a great deal of diitrefs from hunger, 
cold, and a variety of accidental caufes ; but he feldom complains 
or finks under them. As he lives in the neighbourhood of Indians, 
he foon acquires a ftrong tincture of their manners, His exertions, 
while they continue, are violent, but they are fucceeded by long 
intervals of reft. His pleafures confift chiefly in iifhing and hunt- 
ing. He loves fpiritous liquors, and he eats, drinks, and ileeps 
in dirt and rags, in his little cabin. 

‘In his intercourfe with the world, he manifefts all the arts 
which charaéterize the Indians of our country. In this fituation 


he pafiestwo or three years. In proportion as popelation increafes 
aroun’ him, he becomes uneafy and diflatisicd. Former'y, hts 
cate ranged at large, but now his neighbours call upon him to 


confine them within fences, to prevent their tre{pafiing upon their 
helds of grain. Formerly, he fed his family upon wild animals, 
but thefe, which fy fromthe face of man, now ceafe to afford 
him an eafy fubfiftence, and he is compelied to raife domeilie 
animals for the {upport of his family. He cannot bear to fur- 
render up a fingle natural right for ali the benefits of government, 
and therefore he abandons his little fettlement, and fecks a retreat 
1a the woods, where he again fubmits to @!! the toils which have 
been mentioned. ‘Ihere are iniftances of many men who bave 
broken ground, on bare creation, not lefs than four diferent times 
inthis way, in different and more advanced parts of the fate. 
It has been remarked, that the flight of this clafs of people is 
always increafed oy the preaching of the gofpel. This wili not 
lurprize us when we confider how oppolite its precepts are to their 
licentious manner of living. If our firft fettler were the owner of 
the {pot of land which he began to cultivate, he fells it at a con- 
fiderable profit to his fucceffor ;~ but if (as is oftener the cafe) he 
were a tenant to fome rich land-holder, he abandons it in debt ; . 
but the fmall improvements he leaves behind him generally make 
it an object of immediate demand to a /econd {pecies of {ettler. 

‘ This fpecies of fettler is generally a man of fome property. 
He pays one third or one fourth part in cafh for his plantation, 
which confifts of three or four hundred acres, and the ret in gales 
OF initalments, as it is called here ;, that is, a certain fum yearly, 
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without intereft, till the whole is paid. The firft obje& of thig 
fettler is to build an addition to his cabin. This is done with 
hewn logs, and, as fuw-mills generally follow fettlements, his 
floors are made of boards; his roof is made of what are called 
clab-boards, which are a kind of coarie fhingles fplit out of thort 
jogs. ‘This houfe is divided by two floors, on each of which are 
two rooms. Under the whole isa cellar walled with ftone. ‘The 
cabin ferves as a kitchen to this houfe. His next object is to clear 
a littl meadow ground, and plant an orchard of two or three 
hundred apple-trees. His ftable is likewife enlarged, and, in the 
coprfe of a year or two, he builds a large log-barn, the roof of 
which is commonly thatched with rye-ftraw. He, moreover, in- 
creafes the quantity of his arable land, and inftead of cultivatin 
Indian corn alone, he raifes a quantity of wheat and rye. ‘The 
Jatter is cultivated chiefly for the purpofe of being diitilled into 
whikky. ‘Irhis fpecies of fettler by no means extraéts ali from the 
earth which it is able and willing to give. His fields yield but a 
fcanty increafe, owing to the ground not being fufficiently ploughed. 
The hopes of the year are often blafted by his cattle breaking 
through his half-made fences, and deltroying his grain. His 
horfes perform but half the labour that might be expedted from 
them, if they were better fed, and his cattle often die in the 
fpring from the want of provifion, and the delay of grafs. His 
houfe, as well as his farm, bears many marks of a weak tone of 
mind, His windows are unglazed, or if they have had glafs in 
them, the ruins of it are fupplied with old hats, or pillows. This 
{pecies of fettler is feldom a good member of civil or religious 
fociety ; with a large portion of an hereditary mechanical kind of 
religion, he negle¢ts to contribute any thing towards building a 
church, or maintaining a regular adminiftration of the ordinances 
of the gofpel. He is equally indifpofed to fupport civil govera- 
ment. Wirth high ideas of liberty, he refufes to bear his pro- 
portion of the debt contracted by its eftablifhment in our country. 
He delights chiefly in company, fometimes drinks fpiritous liquors 
to excefs, will fpend a day or two in hunting up a newfpaper 
that contains a political publication, and thus he contraéts debts 
which (if he cannot difcharge in a depreciated paper currency) 
compel him to fell his plantation, generally in the courfe of a few 
years, to the sdird and lait fpecies of fettler. 

‘ This fpecies of fetiler is commonly a man of property and 
good character. Sometimes he is the fon of a wealthy farmer m 
one of the interior and ancient counties of the ftate. His firk 
ebject is to convert every {pot of ground, over which he is able to 
craw water, into meadow. Where this cannot be done, he felects 
the moft fertile {pots on the farm, and devotes them by manure t@ 
that purpofe. His neat object is to build a barn, which he prefers 
of fione. This building is, in fome inftances, a hundred feet in 
front, and forty in depth. Ir is made very compaét fo as w fhut 
out the cold in winter, for our farmers find that their horfes and 
cattle, when kept warm, do not require near as much food, 38 
when they are expofed to the gold. He ufes ceconomy likewife ™ 
pac coniumpticn of his wood, Hence, he keeps himéelf we 
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winter by means of ftoves, which fave an immenfe deal of labour 
wo himfelf and his hortes, in cutting and hauling wood ia cold 
and wet weather. His fences are every where repaired, fo as to 
fecure his grain from his own and his neighbour’s cattle. But 
further ; he increafes the number of the articles of his caltivation ; 
and inftead of raiding coro, wheat, and rye alone, he raifes oats, 
buck-wbeat (the phagopyrum of Linnzus) and fpelts. Near his 
houfe, he allots au acre or two of ground fora garden, in which 
he raifes a large quantity of cabbage and potatoes. His newly 
cleared fields afford him every year a large increafe of turnips. 
Over the {pring which fupplies him with water, he builds a miik- 
houfe. He likewife adds to the aumber, and improves the qua- 
lity of his fruit-trees ; his fons work by his fide all the year, and 
his wife and daughters forfake the dairy and the fpinning-wheel, 
to fhare with him in the toils of bairve. The lat object of his 
induliry, is to build adwelling-houte. ‘I his butineds is fometimes 
effected in the courfe of his lite, but is ofteucr bequeathed to bis 
fon, or the inheritor of his plantauog; and rence we have a come 
mon faying among our beit fermers, ‘* chat a fon fhould always 
begin where his father leit off ;’’ that is, he fhould begin his im- 
provements by building a commodious dwelling-houte, fuited to 
the improvements and value of the plantation, This dwelling- 
houfe 1s generally built of itone ; it is large and convenient, and 
filled with ufeful and fubitantial furnituse. It fometimes adjoins 
the houfe of the fecond fettler ; but it 1s frequently placed ata 
little dittance from it. The horfes and cattle of this fpecies of 
fettler bear marks if their firength, fat, and fruitfulnefs, of their 
being plentifully fed and carefully kept. Hus table abounds with 
a variety of the beit provifiogs. His very kitchen flows with mil« 
and honey. Beer, cyder, and wine are the ufual drinks of his 
family. he greateit part af the cloathing of his family is ma- 
nutactured by his wife and daughters. In proportion as he in- 
creafes in wealth, he values the protection of laws. Hence he 
punctually pays his taxes towards the fupport of government. 
Schools and churches likewife, as the means of promoting order 
and happinefs in fociety, derive a due fupport from him: for be- 
nevoience and public fpirit, as to thefe objedts, are the natural 
Offspring of affluence and independence. Of this clafs of fettlers 
are two thirds of the farmers of Pennfylvania. Thefe are the men 
to whom Penn{ylvania owes her ancient fame and confequence.’ 


$0. A Phyfical Enquiry into the Powers and Operations of Mi- 
dicines. By ‘Thomas Percival, M.D. F.R. 8. &c. 
31. Objervations concerning the vital Principle. By John Fer- 
riar, M.D. 

Thefe two papers contain a contiderable mafs of obfervations 
upon medical and anatomical facis, and will be read with profit 
and advantage by the medical ftudent. We cannot, however, 
attempt a fummary of their contents. 


$2- Qu the comparative Excellence of the Sciences and Arts, By 


. William Reofcoe, 
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Nothing is more common than for the cultivator of fcienge 
to look upon works of imagination, and the products of the 
fine arts, as trifling, and beneath the confideration of a‘man 
of fenfe. And, on the other hand, an equal contempt is be. 
ftowed on the abftract fciences, by thofe, who cultivating gy the 
purfuits of the imagination, are difpofed to confider m athes 
matical, mechanical, or chemical fcience: as dry, unintereft. 
ing, 2 . tending to contract, inftead of enlarging the mind, 
The mind of the . pedant i is ever contracted, whatever may be his 
purfuit; and the man who cannot caft a elance over the great 
whole or final purpofe to which the purfuits of men ought to be 

directed, or who, having caught a tranfient glimpfe of fucha 
profpect, ftill feels himfelf difpofed to give a very high degree 
of conlequence to one particular purfuit, and that pur(uit the 
one to which his own attention has been direéted, may depend 
upon it, that he pofleffes more or lefs of this prejudice. It ap- 
pears neceflary, however, for the happinefs and comfort of fo- 
ciety, that individuals fhould not in general purfue one particu- 
Jar object, to the depreciation of their character, as men of can- 
dour or general benevolence. Mr. Rofcoe has endeavoured to 
elucidate thefe topics, in a fhort eflay;, and though he admits 
that the obligations of mankind, to fuch characters as devote 
themfelves to the public good, on fubjects which have litile or 
no conneétion with the promotion of virtue, are great; yet 
he appears to think, that the general mafs of mankin d ought to 
prefer the fecret confcioufnefs of a proper difcharge of the duties 
of life, to that popular approbation which attends the fuccelsful 
exertion of ability. 


33. On the Cretins of the Vallais. By Sir Rich. Clayton, Bart. 
Ina certain confined diftri@&, in the Lower Vallais, about 
thirty miles in length and eight in breadth, in a fort of vatt 
bafon, full of exceflive exhalations from the Rhone and the 
marihes on its fides ; where the refiection of the fun from the 
furrounding moutente forms an atmofphere very fingular 
for its humic lity and heat—in this diftrict a numerous fet of 
beings are produced, indeed above the brute ¢pecies, but im 
every refpect below their own. They are born cither of in- 
telligent parents, or by propagation with each other. Of theie 
we cannot do better than give the defcription in the words of 
Our author, p. 


mr >? 
} _ 2 
Watt in the lame 


mould with the ref of mankind, they have, 
moll certainly, Its form; but one looks in vain for 


ac 


The human face mate, 


u lumi nated with fen{bility, and lighted up with the ray of under. 
ftanding. Phyfiognomilts have prezended to difcover a trait of the 

d character, written on almoit every countenance, that be- 
foeaks the pafions each individual is warmed with. 
may at leatt b 
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falleR extent ; for with the Cretin, the vacuum is diftinAly vifible. 
livery mental faculty appears benumbed, and the dreadful torpor 
is unequivocally exprefied. It mutt be admitted, however, that 
chere are diftinctions in the feale of fenfe, and different gradations 
amongtt them, from total darknefs to intellectual twilight, and the 
dim dawn of underftanding. Some have a fort of voice, but the 
deaf and dumb are very numerous; and there are multitudes who 


are even mere animal machines, and devoid of almoft every fenfa-' 


tion. In point of ftature, four feet and a half is the ftandard 
they reach in general, and it is feldom exceeded more than a few 
inches. ‘Their countenances are pale, wan, and livid; and ex- 
clufive of other external marks of imbecility, they have the mouth 
very wide, and the tongue and lips uncommonly thick and large. 
Nature feems alfo to have exhautted with them all her efforts at a 
very early hour, and old age treads upon the heels of infancy. 
They die, regularly, young, and there are not any inftances of 
their arriving at the advanced period of human life. ‘The propa- 
gation of the {pecies is the only appetite numbers of them are 


ever roufed by, and it rages with more than common violence, , 


The fame lafcivioufnefs is fuppofed to apply to the monkey and 
baboon. With fome, poflibly, the obfervation may create a fmile, 
but the naturalift will paufe on the analogy, whilft it will not 
efcape the moralift, that as man becomes the flave of his own 


unruly paflions, he defcends into a proximity to the brute creation. | 


In this defcription of the Cretin, it ought to be obferved, thofe 
only in the fulleft fenfe of the word are to be included. In the 
different gradations, nature has been uniformly regular. Where 
fhe has leaft varied from herfelf, the Cretin moit refembles man- 
kind in a ftate of perfeétion, both in countenance and figure, 
reaches nearer its general ftature, and there is lefs difference in 
their refpective periods of exiftence. ‘The repeated view of fuch 
multitudes of unfortunate beings is, to the laft degree, piteous 
and affecting. ‘here is, notwithftanding, fome confolation in 
reflecting, that they are not themfelves fenfible of their misfortune, 
and that every care is taken of them, which their fituation will 
admit of, 

‘ In fome places they are looked on as the idiots of Turkey: in 
others they are confidered as predeftinated beings, the devoted 
victims of the wrath of Providence, and punifhed by its vifitation 
for the fins of the reit of the family. Either idea infures them 
kindnefs and attention. In the firft inftance, they are objects of 
religious veneration; in the fecond, they are recompenfed out of 
gratitude, on account of their fuppofed fufferings for the frailties 
of their parents and their friends. 

‘ To confider fuch groups of them as accidental, is impoflible. 
There have been generations after generations of them, and 
though their numbers vary in different families, fome are almoft 
entirely compofed of them, Nature muft here therefore att on 
certain principles, and be governed by fixed laws, though the 
former are not yet known, and the latter have not been difcovered. 
What proves, to a degree almoft of mathematical certitude, that 
titre ig fome phyfical reafon for the dreadful fingularity, i 7 
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fingle circumftance, that afami'y coming from a diftance to refide 
within the diflrict, hos, in a few years, occafion to lament, on its 
increafe, that idiocy it was before a flranger to. — The fame argu. 
ment has equal force againi its beieg traninutted from inter-mar 
riages with families whofe anceilors bad untertunately a thare im 
the calamity. ‘The reverfe of the propofition, | have been lat 
informed trom very refpectable authority, holds equally true; and 
that Creiin colonies removing from the dilinct, and marrying 
only among theinielves, after one generation, or at mei two, 
lefe the Cinguliful diftinction they carined with them.’ 

‘ihe Eye of the Seal. By Mr. Hey, of Leeds. 

Myr. Hey hes given an accurate anatomical defcription of 
this organ. ‘Tie optic nerve was not in the axis of the eye, 
as various authors have ailerted, but was placed on one fide, as 
it is in other animals. The moft fingular circumftance, was 
the extreme imallneis of the pupil, which was no larger than 
the puncture of a middle fized pin, and its figure, which was 
equilateral. 

35. Obfervations cn the Knowledge of the Ancients, refpcéling 
Eveciricity. By William Falconer, M.D. F.R.S. 

A variety of facts, relative to natural electricity, were known 
to the ancients ; the fires appearing on the points of fpears ; 
the facred lights, diftinguifhed by the names of Caftor and 
Pollux; the electric fhock, as given by the torpedo, and which, 
in certain inftances, was medically applied by the ancients : 
thefe and other faéts, are enumerated and difcufled by our 
author. But the mott fingular opinion is, that Numa Pom- 
p:.us was acquainted with the method ef drawing down the 
lightmng from heaven, by means of an clectrical conductor ; 
and that Tullius Hoiciius was deftroyed by lightning, which 
fet fire to his palace, while he was attempting to repeat thele 
facred ceremonies, ia an injudicious or lefs ferentife manner. 


14. A Defeription M4 


16. Ejay on jome hppofed Deiadical Remains rear Haifax, ut 
Yorklure. By Als. Thomas Barrett. 

Thefe remains are cestain rocks or fiones placed upon the 
hich hill eziled Pots and Pons. aesr Saddleworth, in the coun- 
tyof York. Mr, Barrett hos given a drawing of thefe, with 
various elucications of their probable ufes inthe religious ¢e- 
remonies of the Druids. 


17. Account of an ancient ALonument in Huine Abbey, Northum- 
land. By John Fernar, wm. b. 


This ac 


tis iluffiated by a plate, without which any 
thing we michrextract epou the fabjeét, would be unintelligible. 


38. Ose the Naiace ata Uselity of Lioguence. By Richard Sharps 
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gent, and amount on the whole to this, that he is the moft clos 
quent of men, who adapts his words to. his fubject, and to his 
audience, without endeavouring at foreign ornament. Mr. 
Sharp concludes his paper, perhaps too oratorically, as fol- 
lows. P, 328. 

‘ Who are thefe fevere judges that are ever infifting upon the 
exclulive excellence of the mechanical, commercial, or even phi- 
lofophical employments ? as if thofe employmeuts were good for 
any thing, confidered feparately from the end which they aim at 
in common with works of imagination, THE PROMOTION OP 
bavptness. Are there any of them that tend more immediately 
to this great purpofe ? Which of them has more power to refine 
the manners, to foften the temper, to diffufe tranquility and 
cheerfulneis ; to correct and enlarge the mind ? Away then with 
fuch thort-fighted objections, and let thofe that chufe it prefer 
the man who makes a blade otf grafs grow where it grew not be- 
fore, to the poct and the moralitt, who water the fickly feeds ot 
virtue, and caufe a rich harveft of good deeds to {pring up, trom 
the barren and unfriendly foil of a depraved or neglected heart, 

Not far beneath the hero’s fect, 
Nor from the legiflator’s feat, 
Stands far remote the bard: 
Though not with public terrors crown’d, 
Yet wider fhali his rule be found ; 
More iatting his award. 
Lvcureus fahhiéned Sparta’s fame, 
And Pompey to the Romun name, 
Gave univerfal fway : 
Where are they ?>—Homev’s reverend page 
Holds empire to the thirtieth age, 
And tongues and climes obe;. 
Axewsipe.on the Ufe of Poetry.’ 
19. Some Properties of geometrical Series, explained’in the Solue 
tion of a Problem, which hath been thought indetermined, By 
John Rotheram, M. D. 
The problem is this, Groen the Sum (a), and the fum of the’ 


fquares 6b), of arty geometrical feries, to determine the’ ferits, and’ 


the general rule deduced by Dr. Rotheram is; Divide the {um 
of the {quares by the fum of the feries. Add the’ quoticiit to, 
and {ubtract it from the fum of the feries. Divide’ the’ greater’ 
of thete two numbers by the lefs the quotient’ of this fecond’ 
divifion fhall be the common ratio, and the:emainder twice’ 
the frit termed. 


20. On Halos. By the Reverend James’ Wood, a. M. Fellow 
of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 

Various hypothefes have been made ufe of by Des Cartes, 

€wton and Huygens, to account for the appearance o! h»los, 

or coloured circles round the fun and moon. Mr. Wood re= 

lates loinc obiervations of theie phencirena, and has applied 
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the received principles of optics to Dr. Halley's fuppofition, 
that vapour confifts of hollow fpherules of water, filled with an 
elaftic fluid. We cannot follow him in his dedudtions for 
want of the figures. They agree pretty nearly with the dia. 
meters of the halo’s mentioned by Newton in his optics. The 
author does not, however, confider his theory as freé from 
objections ; but admits, that it requires to be confirmed or 
rejected in confequence of future obfervations. And he juftly 
obferves, that the theory which may be confirmed by fuch ob. 
fervations, will tend to throw great light upon the difputed 
doctrine of the afcent of vapours. 

21. Confiderations relative to ihe Nature of Wool, Silk, and Cot- 
ton, as Objeéis of the Art of Dying; on the various Prepara- 
tions, and Mordants, requifite for thefe different Subflances ; 
and onthe Nature and Properties of colouring Matter. Toges 
ther with forme Obfervations on the Theory of Dying in general, 
and particularly the Turkey Red. By Thomas Henry, F. R.s. 
&c. 

The art of dying has‘engaged the attention of feveral philo- 
fophical chemitts, but is {till very far from being theoretically 
underftood. “The difficulties of acquiring knowledge, by in- 
fpecting the procefles in dye-houfes, many of which are kept 
fecret, and all of them concealed from the man of {cience, in 
a greater or lefs degree, by the prejudices of artifts, who con- 
fider him as an innovating intruder, have greatly impeded the 
progrefs of this department of chemiftry. And were thelfe 
dithculties removed, the number of experiments required to be 
made, to determine what happens in the performance of ill- 
contrived recipes, as well as to afcertain the general principles 
upon which improvement might be founded, is fo great, that 
a Jarge field would even then prefent itfelf to be cleared by the 
mduitry and fkill of the man of fcience. Mr. Henry, by his 
fituation, appears to have pofiefled opportunities of acquiring 
information, and his {kill to turn that mformation to advan- 
tage, is well known. Without attempting, therefore, to fol- 
low him through this treatife, we fhali content ourfelves with, 
oblerving, that it contains a confiderable mafs of information 
relative to fats, and many indications which the enquirer into 
this branch of tcience, will find of advantage, as leading to 
future difcoveries. 

22. Objfervations refpecting the Hiftory of Phyfiognomy. By 

Thomas Cooper, Efg. 

This is a very learned diflertation upon a fubject, which 
having been formerly cultivated in conjunction with the vill- 
onary {cicaces, has, without much juftice, fhared a portion of 
the contempt to which thofe fciences are entitled. Mr, Cooper 
commencing his enquiries as far back as the time of Socrates, 
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brings them down to our contemporary Layater. Too little 


> has been done towards fyftematifing this fcience, which, though 
or ia practice admitted by every one, ts generally derided, We 
1 cannot therefore make any attein pt, either at felection or 
he abridgement, though we have received much pleafure and en- 
m | tertrainment fromthe perufal of this paper, and the valuable 
yt potes which accompany It. 
ly 2}. Difcription of a Glory. By John Haygarth, m. B. 
\. F.R.S. Xe. ) 
d This phenomenon, of which a drawing is exhibited, was 
feen by Mr. Haygarth at fun fet, furrounding the fhadow of 
ta his head, upon a denfe white cloud lying upon the earth. The 
J bead of this fhadow was furrounded at fome diftance, by a 
; circle of various colours, whofe centre appeared to be near the 
7 fituation of the eye, and whofe circumference extended to the 
. fhoulders. The circle was complete, except what was in- 
. tercepted by the fhadow. It exhibited the moit vivid colours, 
the red being outermoft ; and as far as could be recollected, 
: all the colours appeared in the fame order and proportion that 
, the rainbow prefents to our view. At the confiderable diftance 
: tothe right and left, were feen the arches of a white fhining 
' bow, broader than a rainbow, but not completely joined into 
: a femi-circle above, on account of the fhallownefs of the 
cloud. When Mr. Haygarth returned into his chaife, which 
, be had left at fome dittance behind him, a bright radiance ape 
peared clofe to its fhadow, but no feparate coloured circle was 
, tormed. 


24. Experiments on the Fujin of Platina. By Mr., Thomas 
) Willis, Chemift, at the Hermitage, London, 


In thefe experiments, which are 18 in number, crude pla- 
tina was, for the moft part, ufed. Mr. Willis did not fucceed 
in rendering it malleable. In the 13th experiment, a preci- 
pitation of platina, by fal ammoniac, from its folution in ma- 
rine acid, was agitated with dry volatile alkali, and attempted 
to be melted upon a bed of charcoal, but could only be ob- 
tained in {mal} clobules, after the application of an intenfe 
heat for two hours. Thefe globules were powdered and mixed 
with a fmall quantity of borax of vegetable alkali and of char- 
cozl. After two hours heat, a complete fufion was obtained. 
There was one large button weighing one hundred and fixt 
grains, of a fpecific gravity of 23-4, and clofe grained, but 
not malleable, 
25. Propojitions refpeéling- the Foundation of Civil Government, 

By Thomas Cooper, Efq. 

Phis treatife is the moft ftrily argumentative and perfpi- 

Suous of any we have ever perufed, and comprehegds in a very 
' concif: 
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concife manner, thoft fundamental principles which are applie 
cable to every department of the focial compact or government, 
k rom the very accurate method purfued by this author, he has 
not been Jed into any of thofe deceptions fo frequent in writers 
upon government; and we readily gave our aflent, or to {peak 
more to the purpofe, we could not with-hold it from any of 
his pofitive propofitions. We feel ourlelves difpofed, however, 
to diflent from him in his conjecture, that no injuftice is done, 
hy debarring thofe from Voting in the choice of national repre. 
fentatives, who on account of their poverty, are exempted 
from the payment of ail taxes; and his reafons appear to us 
very nearly, if not totally void of foundation. For, in the fir 
place, there is no fuch perfon in a flate, as an individual who 
pays no taxes, or who is not immediately interefted in almoft 
every tax which can be propoftd. In the fecond place, the af- 
fociation of men for mutual protection, is not only intended to 
defend what is ufually underftood by the word property, but 
ikewife for the defence of life, liberty, and a variety of com- 
forts which the man of no property has a right to enjoy, and 
which are infinitely more valuable than any property can pof- 
fibly be; and thirdly, to avoid enumerating the numberlefs 
arguitients which croud on the mind in defence of the man 
of no property, we will obferve, that neither Mr. Coopet, 
ner any other writer we have fecn, Blackftone excepted, ap- 
pear to have peife&tly adequate notions of the compact under 
which individuals are fuffered to retain much more property 
than they could either acquire or retain, if they had not the 
force of a governing fyftem at their back, which at leaft per- 
mits them to hold, perhaps unjuftly, that accumulation which 
the government can devife no peaceable means of diftributing. 
Lut we forbear proceeding in th:s extenfive fubject, from 3 
conviction, that Mr. Cooper’s own fecond reflections, will 
port out at leait as much as it is poffible we might be able to 
urge mm this place. And it would give us great pleafure, te 
ire tins department of general politics, treated by him in the 
{ame accurate and peripcuous manner, as the firft principles 
of government are handled in the treatife before us. 


26. Otfervatiens om the Art of Painting among the Ancients. By 
Thomas Cooper, Efg. 
The author has undertaken to enquire, whether the ancients 
had at any time more than four colours, and at what period 
they were in ufe; whether they were deficient in defign, €x- 
pre‘hon, colouring, Compofition, invention, coutume of peéf- 
ipective; what we know of ther as portrait; landfcape, comic 
and fatirical painters; what were the various modes of paint- 
ing among the ancients, with refpeét to the mechanical parts 
of the art, and what mifcellaneous obfervations appear worth, 
noting. And this talk he has performed in a mafterly manner. 
27. Sem 
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27. Some Account of a Aline in which the Aerated Barytes is found, 

By Mr. James Watt, Jun, : 

The aerated barytes is found in a ftate of confiderable purity, 
and free from every veftige of lead or arfenic, at Anglezark 
lead mine near Chorley, in Lancafhire. Mr. Watt defcribes 
it as follows, p. 607. 

¢ The aerated barytes 1s in general of a pale creyifl, white 
golour, but fometimes it inclines to the milk white, and at others 
has a ilight yellowiih tinge, which is a token ot the prefence of 
iron. 

‘ Ic is found in folid maffes, fometimes filling the whole of the 
vein, at others interfperfed amongit the vitriolated barytes; the 
mailes are generally rounded on the outlide, and aftect fome- 
thine of a globular form. It is feldom found extcrnally chrif- 
tallized: I have however obferved four varieties of it in that 
fate. The one in which a number of fmall cryttals radiated in 
the fori of a ilar from a centre; thefe cryftals were about half 
an inch in length, very thin, and appeared to be hexagonal co- 
lumns rounded to a point, * The other varieties were the tix-lided 
column, pointed with a pyramid of the fame number of faces ; 
alfo the double fix-fided, and the double tour-fided pyramid. 

‘ It has a ttrong glofs or lufre upon the recent fracture. 

‘ Its fracture, in one direction, is itriated or radiated, com- 
pofed of {mall convergent fateiculi ; when broken trantverfely it 
affumes a kind of glafly or chonchoidal fracture, like quartz. 
When externally cryttallized, its fra¢ture does not appear radi- 
ated in any fenfe. , 

‘ It fplits into irregular, rather longifl: fragments. 

* The large maffes are frequently compofed of globular con- 
centrical pieces, feveral of them lying one on the outhde of 
another, and having a roundifh one im the centre, to which the 
radu or fafciculi of the reit are pointed. 

‘ Iris femi-tranfparent, or diaphanous ; juft foit enoush to ad- 
mit of being feraped by a knife. Is brittle, and heavy, but in 
a iomewhat lefs degree than the vitriolated barytes. its fpecitic 
gravity has been tound to be from 4.300. to 4 338.’ 


28. Tne appendix to this volume contaims fome valuable 


ae 


notes by Dr. Percival, to his paper On the Principles cf Taxation. 
They are ten in number, indicated by the letters of the alpha- 
bet. (A) Taxation is not the mere Creature of Civil Soctety. 
This pofition is ably fupported by the doctor avainit a learned 
friend, who r -gards property as fo ayuch the creature of civil 
focicty, that the fupreme magiftrate is authorized to apply the 
Whole of tne property of every individual to the ule of the 
whole fociety. it leects, indeed, to be very clear, as the doc- 
tor itates, that the idea of protection, equivalent to the facri- 
fices made to government, is direétly-contrary to that of the 
government poideding the power of appropriating the whole 
Property of anv individual ; becaufe, it is evident, that the in- 
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ber or enemy, than in being protected on fuch terms. On the 
other hand, we have already had occafion to hint, that the fa 
cred nature of property is too ftrenuoufly infifted on by moft 
writers. When we confider, that in the laws of the defcent 
of property under fettlement, there are at leaft one hundred of 
the immediate offspring of the common anceftor, made beg. 
gars, in order that four men may poffefs the family eftate in 
juccefion ; that all defcents of property produce more or lefs 
of this evil, with regard to the community, which would be 
feverely felt, if perfonal extravagance did not alleviate its con- 
fequences ; that moft of the confiderable accumulations of pro 
perty in fociety, arife from the vices of individuals, by virtue 
of which one man is empowered to exact a moft immoderate 
fhare of the produce of the labor of fuch individuals, as from 
neceflity, imprudence, or vice, are compelled to become his 
flaves, under the name of workmen: if we confider thefe, and 
miany other circumftances relating to the nature of bargains, 
either dire€t or implied, and to the original rights of mankind, 
there will at leaft be reafon to fufpect, that cafes might be pointed 
out, in which government might, and ought to interfere, in 


matters of property, efpecially when that property far exceeded 


every limit, which the obvious notions of comfort, eafe, or in- 
dependence, might point out. ‘Thefe are fpeculations which 
deferve to be inveftigated, though their praétical application 
may, perhaps, appertain to a fociety of men, more perfect than 
any which has yet exifted. The icheme of this practical ap- 
plication is not however chimerical. ‘The art of printing, by 
which the wifdom of the few has been fpeedily diffufed among 
the many, has not been invented above three centuries anda 
half, and the moral perfection and happinefs of them, has been 
increafing in more than a fimply progreflive ratio ever fince. 
‘l'yranny every where begins to tremble. The general rights 
of men are underftood and freely treated of. The tyranny of 
the richeft againit the rich will probably be foon annihilated ; 
and why may we not indulge the hope, that a period will arive, 
in which the tyranny of the rich over the poor will alfo ceafe? 
It will ceafe ; but not until the progrefs of virtue has greatly 
changed the difpofition of the one to impofe, and of the other 
to fell the produce of his labor for an immediate bare fubfift- 
ence, . 

In the mear time can we infift, that government has no power 
to interfere in this cafe, if it be true that civil fociety is an aflo- 
ciation to defend the weak againft the ftrong? But here again 
we mect the fame obitacle as before. The active part of every 
covernment is made up of the very oppreflors, and thefe will 
ever be fuccefsfully oppofed, until their antagonifts acquire 


irtue, prudence, intelligence ;<-and then faciety will indeed 
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‘p.) This note relates to the increafing influence of the 
fe. 


crown. Though the influence of the crown, previous to the 
evolution, had in feveral reigns been exorbitant, and may 
jem at prefent to be much diminifhed, yet it is urged, that 
e influence arifing from the public funds, the riot a&, and 
the immenfity of patronage at home and in the eaft, has nearly, 
¥ not more than compenfated for any apparent difference. 
it appears, however, from the very circumftances of the dif- 
-yfions on the influence of the crown, either in books or in the 
Houfe of Commons, that the influence and power of the crown, 
neither can, nor dare attempt, to check that liberal, well in- 
formed, and manly fpirit, which characterizes the prefent age. 
And this feems to be an infinite preponderant in the fcale of 
power, when we Compare the kings or tyrants of dark ages, 
to the limited firft magiftrate of modern times. ‘The very im- 
plement of tyranny, a ftanding army, has in our times proved 
too well informed, to be applied to the purpofe of enflaving 
their fellow citizens in a neighbouring kingdom ; and the pro- 
grefs of knowledge, and free difcuffion, is an immenfely greater 
check to the undue influence and power of the crown, than 
any formal charter or bill of rights could be without it. 

(c. p.) Doétrine of paffive-obedience and non-refiftance 
merely fpeculative. We have great pleafure in reflecting, that 
thefe doctrines are not only exploded, but obfolete. ‘The ge- 
neration, which was partly infected wita the fophifms urged 
in their defence, has pafled away; and we truft, that there are 
not two opinions at prefent refpe€ting them, among men who 
are capable of thinking for themfelves. 

(k.) Advantages of the Britifh government. A few of the 
many advantages derived from our limited form of government, 
are dilplayed in this note. 

(r.) Taxes on the neceflaries of life. Evils are fuppofed 
to arife in great towns, from high-wages and cheapnefs of pro- 
viions. ‘The doétor does not offer any thing decided, or ge- 
neral, on this fubject. It appears, indeed, that the evils arife 
trom the prevalence of vicious habits, and not from the mag- 
nitude of the reward appropriated to the actual workman. A 
labouring man will find twenty or twenty-five fhillings no em- 
barratling {um in any part of the kingdom, if he does juftice 
to his wife and children; but if this man work three days in 
the week at {uch wages, and employ the other three days in 
pending his earnings upon the materials of inebriation, it is 
evi lent that he does not poflefs moral principle enough to be 
denehted by fucha payment. This man and his family would, 
in fat, be benefitted, if his wages were reduced to one half; 
becaule his receipts would amount to the fame fum, and he 
would continue fober and induftrious for fix days, inftead of 
“wee. Wedo not think, however, that this is the proper re- 
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medy. Thofe who have the management of public affgiss 
ought to confider, whether it would not be better to at 
the remedy, by increafing the general ftock of moral principle, 
inftead of diftreffing the mduftrious part of the community, by 
a remedy in itfelf unjuft, and applicable only to the vicious. 

(G.) Statutes of Excife. The great impolicy of the ex. 
cife fyftem, is fhown in the st Oe paragraph, p. 645. 

¢ A very judicious writer, on the fubjecét of taxes *, remarks, 
*‘ that though vexation is not, {trictly fpeaking, expence, it is 
certainly equivalent to the expence, at which every man would 
be willing to redeem himfelf from it.” This important conf. 
deration pleads flrongly for a revifal of the excife laws; b 
which fix millions and a half, a fum equal to two fifths of the 
whole revenue of the ftate, are raifed chiefly from the arts and 
induttry of the people. It is faid, that the number of informa. 
tions, tried nm one year, amounted nearly to five thoufand ; but 
the actual forfeitures only to feven thoufand pounds. A fuller 
proof can hardly be adduced that frivolous and vexatious fuits 
are often inftituted, even under the prefent juit and lenient 
vernment. What oppreffion, therefore, may be dreaded from 
a farther extenfion of an uninterrupted fyitem of excife, if power 
and long ufage fhall hereafter filence the public voice againft it!” 

(H.) Oaths. The frequency of oaths greatly tend to cor- 
rupt the moral opinions and practices of mankind. This is re- 
markably exemplified by a quotation from Lord Kaims, who 
ftates, that the frequent violation of cuftom-houfe oaths, has 
done away the criminality of this practice, and put them upon 
a level with the expreffion of, Sir, 1 am your humble frente 
Here we fee a vitiation of principles in the judge himfelf. 





Art. tv. Remarks on the leading Proofs offered in favour of 
the Frankiinian Syflem of Electricity; with Experiments to foew 
the DireGion of the electric Effuvia vifibly paffing from what 
bas been termed, negatively Eie@rified Bodies. y the Rev. 
John Lyon, of Dover. 8vo. 47 pages. Price 1s. Dodl- 
ley. 1791 
Tus fhort treatife is divided into three chapters. The two 

firft are taken up by quotations from various Franklinian elec- 

inmeians, which exhibit enough of inconfiftency and contra- 
diction, and the confufion is rendered ftill greater bya want 

of method and perfpicuity in our author. indeed, it feems 0 

be a wrong method of controverting any doétrine to oppofe its 

cefenders to each other, and endeavour to amafs together thofe 
miftakes or inaccuracies to which the common herd of writers 
are fubje&t. The fair way + is, for the opponent himéelf 

t 


—=— 


* Smith on the Wealth of Nations, Book vy. Chap. 11. Part 11- 
+t A ftriking inftance of this candid and impartia! method of 
proceeding is given in the Statement of the Theory ef Two - 
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eo exhibit the theory he means to combat in the moft favour- 
able fight it can, with juftice, bear, and then ftate the abfur- 
dities which naturally arife from the firft principles fo candidly 
laiddown. ‘The doctrine of Newton ought not to be examined 
by collecting the various popular opinions and inadvertant elu- 
cidations of Clarke, Jurin, Pemberton, or Defaguliers 5 neither 
ought the fimple and perfpicuous theory of Franklin to be dif- 
culled by quotations from his numerous followers. 

We will readily admit that the hypothefis of Franklin, and 
the eftablifhed theory of gravitation, are things fo different as 
{carcely to be mentioned together; and we apprehend that there 
are few electricians, at prefent, fo bigotted as not to fee that 
the phenomena are, at leaft, as well explained, upon the hypo- 
thefis of two fluids, either in the methods of Symmer or De 
Luc. We cannot, however, approve Mr. Lyon’s manner, 
who, becaufe he is himfelf well convinced that glafs is per- 
meable to electricity, appears to think that the advocates for 
the theory of Franklin have entered into a kind of confederacy 
to defend it at the expence of common fenfe, candor, and even 
integrity; for he deferibes them as making every fort of thift 
to avoid, not conviction, but confutation. , 

We fhall not, therefore, attempt the tafk of analyfing the 
controverfial part of his pamphlet, as we do not conceive it to 
be an act either of neceffity or duty in us to endeavour to give 
method and clearnefs to the works of authors, by new arrang- 
ing fuch materials as come before us in a confufed ftate. Leav- 
ing this part, therefore, to its merits with the public, we fhall 
confine our attention to the experiments by which Mr. Lyon 
has undertaken to fhew the direction of the electric effluvia in 
a vifible manner. 

In the firft place, he has conneéted the fpiral tube, as it is 
called, with the conduétor communicating with the cufhion, 
The external end of the tube terminating in a wire and fmall 
ball, he found that the balf and wire were luminous when the 
cylinder was turned (and the conductor ufually called pofitive, 
was uninfulated) at the fame time that electricity was feen at 
the parts where the tinfoil was broken or ninterrupted on the 
lurface of the glafs tube. The direétion of the electricity was 








by the fame Dr. Prieftley, who is accufed by Mr. Lyon of uz- 
fairly and unphilofophically recurring to mere hypothesis 0 evade the 
on of a aired fad, tending to fubvert a fpecious treory for wich he 
“1 @ fond predilefion. Ought not Mr. Lyon to nave recollected 

ra unfortunately, we have no direct faéts of this nature? that 
cae fact he alludes to, is as neatly folved by one hypothcus 
. Y another, of thofe we poffefs, his own not excepted ? and more 
ene that the purpofes of {cience will be much better pee 

dee ke by the cool unimpaffioned way of proceeding of Prieftley 
af a) y the decifive and irritating pen of controverfy, as’ 

aby Managed, and of which Mr. Lyon exhibits too large'a Miare. 
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not, indeed, wifble; but Mr. Lyon ufes arguments to thew 
that it pafled out of the dail. For our part, as we [ee nothing in 
the experiment which fhews a direction in one way rather than 
the other, fo likewife we ice no part of the arguments which 
might not, by a flight converfion of a few terms, be applied to 
either opinion. 

The other experiments of Mr. Lyon fhew, very evidently, 
that the brufh, a cone of light, and the globe or tip, which were 
confidered as charaéteriftic of the pofitive and negative elec- 
tricities, depend on circumftances in the power of the operator, 
It was not, indeed, pretended by Franklin, that thefe pheno- 
mena indicated any direction of the fluid, but were merely 
diftinctive criterions of the ele€tricities of the rubber and of the 
conductor called poffitive. But it is not an objet of difpute 
whether thefe appearances are all capable of proving the exiit- 
ence or direction of a fingle ele&tric fluid; for certainly they 
are not at all adapted to any fuch purpofe. Much has been 
done and much has been faid about electricity, and it ftill re. 
mains a wonderful and almoft unexplored fubject. If thofe 
who undertake to advance our knowledge refpecting it, fhould 
have the facacity and good fortune to make decifive experi- 
ments, little of controverfy will be required. Words are plen- 


stent neat £242 nee, taser , 
tilu, Dut racts are scarce. Ve 
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Tis work was publifhed in confequence of the deftruc- 
tion of the Italian opera houfe in the Hay-market, and befides 
feveral original defigns, contains many judicious oblervations 
on mott of the theatres of Eur ype. 


\ROTTI is the firft of the moderns who has 
is fubject ; his eflay appeared in 176235 ince 
that period Mefirs. Noverre, Patte, and a great number of 
others, have treated on theatrical architecture. 

lap. 1, Optics and phonies are confidered 2s relative t0 


theatres. ‘The author informs us, that if we view a perfon ata 


greater height than an angle of 45 degrees, the features appe 

OD aitied: aa de oe Sa SEL aly eet el Eee, 
diftorted, an } the expreflons grimace ; it is with great Gh 
- 


‘ulty, according to him, that we can comprehend the expre+ 

lion of the actor’s countenance, at the diftance of 75 fect. 
Chap. 2, contains a variety of experiments on the ee a 

Woollen clothes are found to abforb found; paint, 2 croud of 


’ 


people, &c. are alfo prejudicial to it. Water, on the com 
trary, 18 extremely favourable: when a canal was duz under 
‘ine 


¢ pit floor of the theatre of Argentino at Rome, a furprifing 
difference was obferved, and the voice has fince been heard 
where it was before fcarcely diftinguifhable, ¢ Stone is jono- 
sous, but occaftons a harfh, difagreeable tone, unfavourable t0 


Mutc. Drick, in refpest to found, has nearly the feme ao 
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ties. as ftone. Wood is fonorous and vibrative ; of all materials, 
it produces a tone the moit agreeable and melodious, and is the 
fttett for mufical inftruments. It is, therefore, the beft mate- 
rial for lining a theatre 5 for not abforbing fo much as fome, and 
not conducting fo much as others, this medium renders it pecu- 
liarly fuitable to rooms for mufical purpoies ; the little refonance 
it occafions being rather agreeable than tnjurious.” From 
feveral experiments our author concludes, 1. that found ex- 
pands equally every way. 2. That to alter the form of. its 
expanfion, the intervention of a body is necefiary. 3. That 
all bodies attract found. 4. That found is abforbed, and con- 
ducted by a body more or lefs, according to the nature of the 
material. 5. [kat in proportion to the conducting power of the 
material, will be the refonance it occafions, and that nothing 
can be depended on ina theatre, but the direc? force of the voice. 

thap. 3. Of the form mof? advantageous to the voice and fight. 
The fquare is here preferred to the oval ; and three-fourths of 
the diameter, or the length from the ftage to the front of the oppo- 
Lite boxes, is determined to be the proper height of the cieling, 

Chap. 4. Of finijbing a theatre. An upper gallery in an 
opera-houfe is objected to, and the cuftom of lining the boxes 
with paper, and adorning them with feftoons of filk and dae 
mafk, is thought to be detrimental to all theatres. 

Chap. 5. Of the neceffary appendages to a theatre; the flage, 
and ai 1 join ing parts. 

Chap. 6. An examination of the principal theatres. In this 
we are told, that the Roman theatre was built in the form of 
a femicircle, and divided into three or more feparate parts; the 
two firft for the populace, and the third for the women. ‘The 
Grecian theatre differed but little from the Roman, except in 
the pulpitum, or ftage. The olympic theatre, at Vicenza, be- 
gun by Andrea Palladio, May 23, 1580, is a femi-oval, placed 
lengthways towards the ftage. The great diameter is 113 
feet, the radius, or half diameter, i.e. from the ftage front to 
the outer wall, 4g feet. The theatre of San Carlo, at Naples, 
s the largeft now in ufe, being 70 feet long from the ftage 
Opening, to the front of the oppofite boxes; 70 feet wide be- 
tween the fame ; and 70 feet from the pit to the cieling. Its 
‘orm is a femicircle, the fides of which are prolonged, narrowing 
towards the {tage in form of a horfe-fhoe. 

| Uhe theatre of Argentina, at Rome, is fomewhat like thae 
of Naples, but much fmaller. ‘The theatre at Bologna, is 
admirably adapted for feeing the reprefentation ; that of Milan 
is Magnificent, but according to our author it is confiderably 
too large, The form is that of an egg, cut off at the fmall 
“id; itis 71 feet 6 inches in length, from the ftage door to 
Me oppofite boxes, and 17 more to the fcene ; 66 feet wide im 
the broadeft part between the boxes, and 69 feet high from the 
Pt-floor to the cicling. The theatre of ‘Turin is attached to 
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the king of Sardinia’s palace, and has the ftage-floor nearly 
level with his apartments. The form is that of an oval, cut 
off at one cad, and fpread at the itage opening ; the ftage ad. 
vances in a circular line, the opening is 42 feet 6 inches wide, 
and 112 fect long, befides a court behind, by which they occa. 
fionally lengthen the fcenery. All perfons acquainted with the 
theatre at Bourdeaux, are, we are told, unanimous in its fa. 
vour ; the voice of the actor {preads more equally in it than 
in any other. ‘he Theatre de la Nation, at Paris, is held in 
great ¢ftimation for the equal force with which the voice 
reaches every part of it, Ihe late opera houfe in London 
was {mall and inconvenient; the galleries in particular, were 
inadequate to the purpoies for which they were intended. 
Chap. 7 and 8, contain defigns for a theatre and an opera 
houfe, but of thefe we thall not attempt a defcription, as it is 
impoffible to do juftice to our author without referring to the 
copperplate engravings annexed to this work, 0, 





J J . » ‘ ° ~ ’ 
Arr. vi. <n Anjwer to Mr, Geerge Dixon, late Commander 
of the Qicen Lie rlotte, 1m the fervice of Mefjrs. Etches and Vom 
pany. ky join Meares, Eig. 4to. 32 p. pr.as. Wal 
ter, 17Q1. 

Tuis retorting anfwer is written in a more gentleman-like 
tyle than Mr. Dixon’s, though with angry warmth and a 
parade of contempt; and Mr. M. with fome ingenuity, parnies 
ott the blows which have been levelled at fome paflages in his 
book. We do not think it would be interefting to our readers 


to enter minute ly into the merits of the difpute. 


‘+ 





Ant. vit. Further Remarks on the Foyages of ‘John Meares, 
kyo, ia whieh jeverad important Fadis, mifreprofented in the 
joid Feyages, relative to Geagraphy and Commerce, ave fully 

wi fantiaica. Teo which is added, a Letter from Captain Dua- 

Sari; containing a decifive Refutation of feveral sg? Hy- 
fertions of Alr. Meares, and a final” Reply to his Anfwer. 

By George Dickfon. 4to. p. 80.» pr. 3s. 6d. Stockdale. 

I7QGI. 

We havc, in our account of Mr. Meares’s voyages, obferved, 
that they would probably afford more amufement to general 
readers than information to profeffional people; and Mr. 
Yixon’s tenable, though fevere animadverfions, confirm us 
the opinion which the perufal of the work, without a very 
firict cxamination, mutt naturally give rife to, in a ratt 
unprejudiced mind. Mr. Dixon has alluded to fome of the 
inconfiftencies, which we pointed out in our review, and we 
recommend his anfwers to thofe readers, who are fo far inte- 
retted as to with to have an accurate, rather than a florid ac- 
count of a trading voyage 5 and profefional men will find - 
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of great confequence to trace the miftakes which might Icad 
them into fatal errors. 

There is fuch an appearance of honefty in Mr. Dixon’s 
plain flatement of facts, that the mere in ternal evidence of 
their truth, we fhould be included to think, would overturn 
many of Mr. Meares’s plautible affertions ; but of this part 


of the fubject we are neither able nor willing to form a decidcd 


judgment, Ww. 





Art. vir. A Treatife on practical Ajironomy. By the Rev, 
S. Vince, A.M. F.R.S. 400. 204 p. pr. 1§s. fowed, 
Cadell, 1790. 

Tuis treatife, the author informs us, contains the fubitance 
of a courle of lectures on practical aftronomy, read in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, and which he at firft intended to 
have publifhed as a fyllabus for the ufe of his auditors; bur, 
confidering that a regular treatife on the fubject was much 
wanted, he was induced to extend his plan, and give a full de- 
(cription of every inftrument, by a reference to an accurate 
figure, that the fubject might be intelligible to thofe readers who 
may not have an opportunity of confulting the inftruments. 
ToDr. Mafkelyne, the aftronomer royal, he confefles his obli- 
gations for communicating fuch information as was neceflar 
towards completing the work ; and, to Mr. Ramfden, for 
favouring him with the conftruGion of his new inftruments, 
and his lateft improvements of others. 

This is, in {ubftance, the whole of the author’s prefatory 
account; but in order that our readers may be enabled to form 
2 more adequate judgment of the work, than can be obtained 
from fo concife a itatement of particulars, we fhall prefent them 
with a fhort analyfis of every article, accompanied with fuch 
obiervations and remarks as may tend to convey a proper idea 
of the performance, and the manner in which it is executed. 
Thefe, however, muft neceflarily be confined to fuch parts of 
the fubject c& as can be underflood without a reference to the 
plates, which can be confulted to advantage only by thofe who 
2re in 4 fion of the book itfelf. 

Chap. 1. contains an account of the vernier (commonly, 

thous bi mprops rly, calied the xonius), which has its name from 

Pierre Vernier, its inventor, and not from Petrus Nonius, to 

whom fome have aicribed it. 

This is a graduated’ index, moveable about the are of a qua- 

Grant, and feveral ether aftronomical aud philofophical ie 
ments, in order tocarry on the fubdivifions to a greater number 
end a greater degree of accuracy than could be done by any other 
ri) ethod. The principle upon which it is founded is, that if two 


gual arcs to the fame radius, or two equal ftraight lines be each 
divided 
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divided into equal parts, fo that the number of parts in the one 
may exceed the number in the other by unity, the difference of 
thefe equal parts will be a raction, the numerator of which is the 


lenoth of the equal ares, or ftraight lines, and its denominator the 
Pp rduct of the numbes of p rts into which each is divided. 
This principle Mr. ve explains aigeb gertiee in the ufual way, 
znd illuftrates it by teveral numerical ¢ —s les, which ferve to 
fhew how it may be appl ed to initruments to anfwer the pur. 


ofe abovementioned. But we muft obfe: VO, that his account 
this excellent invention is neither fo full nor fatistactory as 
id be wifhed, efpecially for begi i? ners, 1 who, if they are pro- 
 inquilitive and defirous of obtaining a a perfee knowledge 
F the infty nent, will require much more information than | is 
here tobe met with. Mr. Robertfon’s defcription of the Vernier, 
in his klements of Navigation, though defective in fome re- 
fpects, is more Clear we entific than the one before us. 
Chap. 11. treats on Hadley’s quadrant, which, as Mr. ¥, 
fhews in a note at the bottom of the page, and as it‘is now 
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peeely 4 ay greed, was properly the invention of Sir Ifaac 
Newton ; ough Hagley feems not to have be en acquainted 


with this prior di fcovery, and, therefore, his fame cannot fuffer 
én that account. ‘This edsiialiie:3 inftrument is now become 
of fuch general ule, not only in aftronomy and navigation, but 
in many other branches of icience, that its theory, confitet 
tion, and management, require to be moft accurately and clearl 
explained. In doing this, we think the author has fucceeded 
much better than in the laft article. He has entered but little 
into things of a fpeculative nature, and has, in general, de- 

iled his practical obfervations at fufficient length, and with 
fach a dc gree of perfpicuity, as will enable the attentive reader 
to perceive many of the excellencies and advantages of the 
inftrument he defcribes. A complete knowledge of it can 
eniy be obtained by a frequent uie of the inftrument, and a 
conitamt recurrence, in all cafes of difficulty, to the theory upon 
hich it 1s founded; the latter of which is not {6 fully ex- 
plained by Mr, V.as many other parts of the fubject which 
are of leis moment. 

Chap. Jil. Contains an account of the wires in a telefcope. 
‘Phele are parallel or crois wires placed in the focus of the ob- 
yect-glais, ferving as fo many fixed marks in the field of view to 
which any celeitial objects may be brought, in order to deter- 
mine their right alcenlions, Nc. In this article the author is 
fufiiciently explicit, and many of his obfervations will be found 
u | altronomer who wifhes to inform him- 
iclf in the theory upon which ws method of obfervation 18 
toundec, ut any abridzement of it would be unintelligible ta 
wie generality of our readers, without the aititance of the 


bul t » Lac practica 


Chap, 








‘hap. rv. is on the defcription and ufe of the tranfit tele- 
{cope. This isa telefcope moveable about an horizontal axis, 
and fo adjufted as to make its line of collimation defcribe a great 
circle, pafling through the poje and zenith, or the meridian of 
the place. Its ufe is, to take the right afcenfions of the 
heavenly bodies, and to correct the going of the clock; having, 
for this purpofe, a fyftem of wires placed in the principal focus 
of the object-glafs. A proper idea of it can only be obtained 
from a fight of the inftrument, or a reference to the plate; we 
have, therefore, only to ebferve, that Mr. Vince’s account of 
this inftrument, and its various improvements, is clear and 
judicious, though he has added little or nothing to what was 
before known on the fubjed. 

Chap. v. treats on the altronomical quadrant. This is an 
inftrument for taking the altitudes of the heavenly bodies 
above the horizon, and by which, having previoufly fettled the 
latitude of the place, we can find their declinations, which with 
their right afcenfions, found by the tranfit telefcope, determine 
their place in the heavens. It is, fometimes, fixed up with its 
plane in the meridian againft a firm {tone pillar or wall, with a 
motion in its own plane to adjuft it by, in which cafe it is called 
a mural quadrant; and, fometimes, hxed to a vertical axis, and 
moveable round it into any azimuth, by which altitudes may be 
taken of the meridian. ‘That which ts here defcribed was 
made by Mr. Ramfden, for the obfervatory at Chrift College, 
Cambridge. Mr. Vince’s account of it is fu.! and fatisfactory, 
as is allo that of the egual altitude inflrument, which is treated of 
in the fame chapter, | 

Chap. vi. treats on the micrometer, an inftrument which 
was, at firft, adopted to meafure the angular diftance of fuch 
objects as might appear in the field of view of a telefcope at the 
fame time, or to meafure the apparent diameters of the heavenly 
bodies; but its ufe has fince been extended to meafure the dif- 
tance of bodies more remote. As there have been variots con- 
tvivances for this purpofe, Mr. V. defcribes them each feparate- 
ly, becinnine with that which was invented by Mr. Huygens, 
and concluding with the Jamp micrometer of Mr. Herfchel. 

This article contains little information but what may be 
found in other books, already in the hands of the publick, and 
is, in many inftances, too concife to anfwer the expectations of 
the learner, to whom it muft chiefly have been defigned to be 
ufcful, as moft perfons, who have been accuftomed to make 
aftronomical obfervations, are well acquainted with thefe in. 


{truments, and the various improvements they have undergone. | 


Cu Ap. y1r. contains an account of the equatorial and 
zenith {eSors. ‘Thefe are inftruments which have been in- 


vented for taking the difierence of right afcenfions and de- 
clinations 
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clinations of fuch flars as, on account of their great difference 
of dectinations, wil! not pafs through the field of view of a fixed 
telefcope. The frit initrument of this kind was made by Mr. 
Graham, and is now in the cbfervatory at Greenwich, with the 
defcription and ufe of which Mr. V. begins this article, and 
then proceeds to give an account of that made by Mr. Siflon, far 
the purpoie of admitting a iarger telefcope than the former, 
He next gives a defcription of the zenith fector, firft made by 
Ir. Hook, ior the purpofe of determining the annual parallax 
of the fixed flars, and of the greatly improved one which was 
aiterwards made by Mr. Graham. With this latter inftrument 
Dr. Brady made his two admirable difcoveries, the aberration of 
light inthe fixed flars, and the nutation of the earth’s axis. he 
initrument is now in the obfervatory at Greenwich; and, on 
account of its great excellence, and the efteem in which it has 
been held by fome of the firft aftronomers in Europe, it fhould 
feem to have merited a more ample defeription, both of its 
conttruction and ufe, than Mr. V. has thought proper to be- 
flow on it; his account of it being far too confined to afford 
much fetistadtion to the Curious reader. 

Chap. vill. treats on the equatorial inftrument; the firf 
of which was made by Mr. Short, and is defcribed in the Phi- 
lofophical ‘Tranfachneons, for the year 1749. Since that time 
various improvements have been made in its adjuftments and 
other matters, which bave rendered it much more accurate; 
but as the general principle is nearly the fame in them all, Mr. 
V. gives only a defcription of that which is made by Mr, 
Ramiden, with its latelt improvements. This is an excellent 
inftrument; and both its conftruction and ufe are. fully de- 
feribed by Mr. V. in a manner which, we conceive, will afford 
fatisfaction to moit practical aftranomers, to whom alone it 
muit be chiefly intereiting, it being neceflary to infpect and ule 


the inilrument in order to comprehend the principles upon 
which it is formed. 

Chap. 1x. aad x. contain an account, the firft, of Mr. 
Ramiden’s new inftrument for meafuring horizontal angles; 
and the fecond, of his new circular inftrument, which are 
generally allowed to poflefs great merit, both for the excellence 
of their conitruction and their extreme accuracy; which is 
fuch, that any thing more complete can fcarcely be expected. 
As they are here defciibed, however, it is not eafy to obtain 
fuch an idea of them as would enable a perfon, who had not 
feen the inftruments and been accuftomed to ufe them, to apply 
tlm to practice in fcarcely any of the cafes in which they may 
be employed. Mr. V. we have no doubt, has been at confi- 
derable pains to inform him{clf upon the fubjeét, but his des 
fcription of the .nftruments is by no means clear oF ones * 
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In a future edition of his work, we hope to fee this part of it 
more fully explained and illuftrated. 

Chap. x1. treats on the ufe of the fimple telefeope, with 
directions to obfervers. In this article will be found a number 
of pertinent obfervations, and feveral hints and direétions, 
which are worthy the attention of practical aftronomers, at 
leaft of fuch as are not already well verfed in the ufe of this 
inftrument. 

The xitth and laft chapter treat on the ufe of inter. 
polations in aftronomy ; but in this we perceive nothing new, 
either in matter or method. ‘The fubject has already been 
amply treated of by feveral of our beft mathematical writers, 
and {carcely admits of being placed in a more perfpicuous light. 
As it is here given, however, it may be found ufeful to the 
young aftronomer, who has not a number of other books to 
confult; as may alfo the tables, which are given at the end of 
the work, concerning refractions, the dip of the horizon, &c. 

Upon the whole, we think this will be found a ufeful per- 
formance ; and could wifh the author would extend his plan, 
by adding another volume on the methods of applying the ob- 
fervations made in a fixed obfervatory to different aftronomical 
purpofes, which would be highly acceptable to many perfons, 
and would alfo render the work more conformable to its title, 


as it would then be, ftrictly and properly a Treatife on Practical 
Aftronomy. ® 





Art. 1x. An Effay on the Scurvy: fhewing effcéiual and prat- 
ticable Means for its Prevention at Sea. ith fome Objerva- 
tions on Fevers, and Propofals for the more effectual Prefer- 
vation of the Health of Seamen. By Frederick Thompfon, 
a Surgeon in the Royal Navy, refident at Kenfington. 8vo. 
207 pages. Price 4s. in boards. Robinfons. 1790. 


THE commerce of this country, and its naval military ope- 
tations, in both which it ftands fo confpicuous in the hiftory 
of nations, have perhaps futfered more from the deftructive 
influence of this difeafe, than from any other fingle caufe ; 
re{pecting which it feems alfo to have been a peculiar fatality, 
that whil{t a]l other circumftances which retarded the progrefs 
of trade, and counteracted the fpirit which has ever pervaded 
our fleets of war, gradually gave way to the improvements in 
the conftruGiion and navigation of fhips, and whilft even the 
treatment of other difeafes derived improvement from experi- 
ence and objervation, the caufes of {curvy feem for ages totally 
to have eluded inveftigation, and the mode of treating. it, 
though varied according to the different opinions and fituations 
of medical men, appears during the fame period to have been 
alike uncqus! ty its cure. And, indeed, were the attention 
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of practitioners now, as formerly, directed only to the curs 
of the difeafe, we believe their practice would {till be equally 
unfuccefsful, as we have yet to Jearn what medicines have the 
power ; the fpecific power, if we may ufe fuch an expreffion, 
of arrefting its progrefs when it has once become a confirmed 
difeafe. We are particularly led to this reflection from a per- 
fuafion, that an attention to the means of prevention has been, 
the principal circumftance which has produced the favourable 
difference between the prefent and former {tate of the difeafe 
in our fhips; and, however the honour of the healing art may 
fuffer by the remark, we believe it muft be acknowledged, 
that the caufe of humanity, and the beit interefts of our coun- 
try, have, in this inftance, been more indebted to the obfer- 
vations and exertions of intelligent commanders and matters 
of veifels, than to medical men. It will be fufiicient to men- 
tion the name of the celebrated Cook, to prove the truth of 
this remark, as it cannot fail to bring to the reader’s recollec- 
tion the important fervices which he has, in this refpect, ren- 
dered to his fellow-creatures. But though much has been 
lately done in preventing and leilening this difeafe by an at- 
ention to cleanlinefs, ventilation, food, and c!oathing on board 
fhips ; and this, we think, has been effected principally by 
captains of veflels, and other naval officers; there can be no 
doubt but there is {till ample room for further improvement, 
and perhaps in circumflances to which even the moit intelli-. 
gent mafters of veflels would be alone incompetent. From 
whom then are we to expect it, but from medical and phi- 
lofophical men; from thofe, of this defcription, who are in 
pofiefiion of the greateft number of facts appertaining to the 
difeafe, and whofe fituations admit of making and varying ex- 
periments which have a relation to it? Under the impreflion 
of thefe fentiments we cannot but encourage every attempt to 
forward a bufinefs fo truly important. 

The work before us, which is written by a gentleman, who, 
during a long fervice in the navy of this country, feems to have 
had ample opportunities of becoming acquainted with the dif- 
eafe, confifts of an introduction, fix fections, and an appendix. 
The introduction exhibits fome general facts refpecting the de- 
fiructive tendency of the difeafe, with a view to point it out, as 
they do very fufficiently, as a fubject which demands the peculiar 
attention of medical men. Section 1 defcribes the diagnoftic 
ligns of fcurvy. Section 2 the prognoftics. Section 3 the 
prediipoling caules of fcurvy. And fection 4 the proximate 
caules of the difeafe. Thefe, howefer, contain little that 1s 

“w; in the fection on the proximate caufes of fcurvy, the 
author indeed indulges his imagination a little in fuppofing 
that the depraved ftate of the bile, induced by various caufes / 
to which perions are expofed in long voyages, and which 39 
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UY 
here enumerated, produces the principal fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe. <« If, fays the author, I may be allowed to fuppole the 

of the bile impaired, I may infer that it muft be inca- 
pable of anfwering its original falutary | purpoles 5 in confee 
quence of W hich, tha it relaxed {t ate of the folids evident j in the 
a 1s pre teced’t the blood degenerates from the health 
fandard ; all the fecretions become imperfect, particul: ly the 
more . refined. as that of the cerebrum, &c. and as in this 
cafe the brain and its a senegek cannot prope rly perform their 
funGions, the organs of diceftion fo plentifully (and, no doubt, 
wlefally) lacked with roger will become debilitated: and 
the new fupplies ‘of chyle will be deprived of a due quantity 
of that nervous influe nce, robably ind ifpente bly ne eceflary to 
the formation ct 2 tr ut 


mT 1 


7 
+e 


al efileeaes fy ij id.” —for au cht we know 
this may be the cafe, but we have no furthe1 proof of its being 
the proximate caufe of fcurvy, than of the difeafe being produced 
by fupprefled perfpiration, a1 ind the fuppofed conf quent deten- 
tion of thofe foul and grofs particles, which ufually pafs off 
by the pores of the fkin, and which has been a favourite doc- 
trine with fome of the not celebrated writers on this difeafe. 
Section 5 is on the prevention of the fcurvy, and as our author 
feems + think with us, that the means of prevention are 
more within our power, than thofe of cure; we are pleafed 
to find, that he has beftowed his principal attention to this 


; } mB. . > lL ,?er > roc mart 
partof the fubject. He acknowledges that the cure is exe 


tremely dificult at fea,.* indeed, how can it, he fays, be others 
wile; the caufes ftill exifting, and the means of cureicome- 


monly inadequ 
Phe true {curvy exifting only in certain fituations, it 
is obvious that its caufe is to be fought for in fome-of~ 
the circumftances peculiar to thefe fituations, and that its 
prevention muft confift either in their removal, or at leaft 
in the ufe of fuch means as counteract their influence. 
The principal circumftances of this kind which our author 
notices, as conducing to fcurvy, have a relation to cold and 
motiture, to the mode of labour and times of fleep on board 
ps, and to the diet of failors ; for he feems to be perfuaded 


that © the difeafe might, in a great meafure, be prevented by 
correcting the humidity of f the - air betwixt decks ‘by better re- 
culating the time of feamen’s labour, and by a lopting a more 





wholefome diet.’ In this feétion he therefore enters very yd 
On the means which! he conceiv eS, would effect thefe di 


ferent purpofes To prevent the air in the different parts of 
e thip being injured by moifture or PUY, a recom- * 
oan the ufe of fcuttles between decks, where they can be 


made with fafet ty; that the ballaft be well dried sind ‘ifted be- 
lore it be taken on board; that charcoal fires be made between 
decks when the air is humid, either from the ftate of the at- 


olphere, or when it is loaded with noxious vapours from thee 
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bilge water ; and when the lower or middle decks of the thip 
are wafhed, which, he fays, ought to be done every fecond 
or third dav, when the weather will permit. On the prin. 
ciple ¢ that fire is the moft powerful preventive and deftroyer 
of humidity and contagion,’ he further recommends, that 
common fulphur, or a compofition of fulphur, nitre, and 
vine rar, fhould occafionally be burnt on thefe fires, and that 
frequent fumigations with tar, aromatic woods, tobacco, junk, 
&c. be practited. He thinks alfo, that wind-fails very much 
afift ventilation in fummer, and in hot climates, but © the 
wind-fails in common ufe, he fays, are by no means well con- 
trived to anfwer the intentions of them,’ he fuggefts therefore 
an improvement in their figure and appiication, which, we 
think, worth attending to. 

With refpect to other mechanical contrivances ‘ for ex. 
tracting foul air out of the fhips holds, wells, ftore-rooms, 
and for forcing frefh air into thofe places,’ he thinks Mr, 
Merlin’s forcing air pump to be the beft adapted for this 
purpofe ; and this he particularly commends, as being eafily 
worked, taking up littl room, not being expentive, or 
liable to want repair. To prevent the ill effects of the 
failors fuffering from excefs of labour, and from too fre- 
quently interrupted fleep, he propoies an alteration in the 
plan of watching, which, though we cannot here fully enter 
into, appears to be well adapted to prevent the incon- 
veniences which muft arife from the fhort time ufually al- 
lotted to fleep on board of fhips. As tending alfo to prevent 
vexation and defpondency in the failors, which powerfully pre- 
difpofe to difeafe, the author recommend-, on the part of the 
officers, ‘ as much indulgence and civility as are coniiitent 
with the fervice ; and the avoiding any appearance of wanton 
feverity. When officers conduét themfelves in a humane, yet 
iteady and manly, manner, enforcing ftri@ difcipline, with- 
out unneceflary punifhment, they are certain of fecuring the 
re{pect and efteem of thole they command. Such conduct 
will create confidence in the minds of the men, will recon- 
cile them to their fituation, and will increafe their content- 
ment and happinefs, which will contribute greatly in warding 
off difeafes. Seeing then that a contented mind is of great 
importauce in preferving health, it fhould be inculcated in the 
breaft of every young officer, as an unalterable principle, al- 
ways to endeavour to reconcile ftrict difcipline with humanity 
and good treatment.’ 

On the fubject of diet the author is particularly com- 
prehenfive ; indeed, in no circumftance does the iituation 
of fea-faring perfons, efpecially in long voyages, differ 
materially from that of thofe on fhore as in diet: Wi 
out adverting, therefore, to any of the theories which have 
been adopted refpecting the proximate caufes oft {curvy 
there can be no doubt ef the great influence which the! 
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of failors, which is often deficient in quantity, and perhaps 
always comparatively deficient in nutriment, muft have in ine 
ducing difeafe; the propriety of our author’s having particu- 
larly attended to it is therefore fufliciently obvious, and we 
recommend this part of the work, not only as relating to a 
{ubject important in itfelf, but as containing fome very judi- 
cious obfervations on the feveral articles of food generally 
ufed in fhips, as well as fome excellent directions for improv- 
ing the diet of failors. Mr. Thompfon Jaments that it has 
generally been thought impracticable to fubftitute any other 
articles of food in the place of thofe which are univerfally ufed, 
as bifcuit, falt butter, cheefe, falt beef, pork, &c. from an 
idea that no other kinds of provifion can be fo well preferved 
during long voyages. He admits that it would be difficult to 
fupply the place of falt beef and pork by any other animal 
food, which could be preferved equally well, though even 
thefe, he thinks, might be prepared in a way lefs likely to 
injure the nutritive quality of the food, than falting does * ; 
but he is fatished that feveral of the others might be advan- 
tareoufly changed for articles which would keep equally as 
well, and be more falutary. Brown fugar and molafles, he 
thinks, might be preferred to falt butter and cheefe, and wheat 
to peas, as more nutritive ; * wheat, he fays, may be boiled 
in water till all the hufks burft, and tll almoft all the water is 
evaporated, which is about three hours; then a fuficient 
quantity of fugar or molafles may be added to make it grate- 
ful.’ But the moft important article which he wifhes to 
tubftitute is bread for bifcuit, He is convinced that the pro- 
cels of baking, on a feale large enough to fupply a fhip’s 
company with good bread, may be carried on without incon- 
venience. * Flour,’ he fays, ‘ will take up lefs room than bif- 
cuit. The quantity of flour fufficient to make bread for three 
months will not require more room than one month’s bifcuit. A 
caik containing five bufhels, or 280 pounds of flour, will make 
490 pounds of fermented bread, and will be fufficient for 400 
men one day: 400 pounds of bifcuit will take up as much 
room as three or four cafks of flour.’ We have been at the 
pains to calculate from fome other premifes, whether this quan- 
tity of flour will really produce as muca bread as is here re- 





* Some experiments of this kind have already been fuggelted 
by Mr. Rigby, in his Effay on Animal Heat, under the article 
jourvy, which he recommends to the attention of fea furgeons ; 
perhaps, if Mr. Thompfon has not feen that publication, he may 
be induced, by a perufal of it, to make fome of the experiments 
ailuded to, and in the hands of one who has fo much attended 
a the fubject, fome real improveinent is to be expected from 
them. 
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we find that our author is rather below the mark, 
which we mention as being much in favour of his plan, the 
propolers of new " fchemes being often not a little di 'ipofed to 
magnify the advantages of them. Being convinced, alfo, that 

i ber. ply of good beverage contributes to preferve 
health, Mr. Thompfon fuggefts, that when the fmall beer js 
exhautted, or, from the temperature of the air, becomes unfit 
for ufe, ies beer fhould be made, which, if well hopped, 
he is convinced would be as good as the {mall beer ufually 
fent on board, and infinitely more wholefome than fpirits. He 
therefore minutely deicribes the procets of brewing this beer, 
and the feveral modes of preferving yeaft, hops, &c. An ob- 


> 
a liberal fu 


vik advantage from frequently br rewine this beer, would be 
the production of a fuficient quantity of yeaft for the bread. 

We fincerely with that thefe important fuggettions may be 
{uF tly attended to; we have no doubt of its being prae- 
t le to put n into execution, and no one can doubt of 
t t - I > ie i work before us nothing to 


0 it but the plan for brewing and baking, it would 
b valuable performance § for we verily believe, with Our aue 


| 
thor, ¢ if the tailors be fupplied with good fermented bread 

| beer, fuch as is defcribed above, they will have little reafon 
to dread the feurvy.’ Seétion 6 — on the cure of the feurvy. 
| means propofed for the prevention of this difeale being in 
f al equally ufleful in promoting its cure, the ule of garlic, 
onions, horie-radifh, wine, porter, treacle beer, cyder, and the 
conterves of fruits, Nc. are recommended. Our author acknow- 
ledees, that there are few articles in the Materia Medica 


ich have an immediate efficacy in curing this difeafe, but 

s, © the Peruvian bark, winters bark, farfa parilla, { fafla- 

Iras, ipecacuanha, opium, rhubarb, cream of tartar, iquiils, cam- 
phor, nitre, lenitive electuary, electuary of Caffia, tamarinds, 
cc. are occalionally found of great ufe in this complaint, and 
ihips ought to be well fupplied with them, particularly with 
the Pe: 1 bark.’ In the appendix are added fome more 
| he diferent circumftances belonging to feur- 
vy. and on the n ns likely to prevent other difeates on board 
fhips; many of which, with the fe we details of fcorbutic 
cales, which we fhould have -before srved are diiperfed 
through the work, we think merit the pia Bt attention. Pe 
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« 


¥ 


Mr. Speechly, who is already advantageoufly known to the 
public, as 2 practical gardener and planter, has now given a 
very ample and fatisfactory treatife upon the vine, in four books, 

The firft book, which is near one half of the volume, treats 
upon the cu/twre and management of the vine.—Mr. S. fets off 
with informing us, that above one hundred forts of grapes are 
now growing at Welbeck ; and out of thefe he gives an ac. 
count of fifty, which appear, as he exprefles it, to be diftin& 
fyecies : he fhould have faid varieties, as he had called them 
before ; but he has confounded kind, /pecies, fort, and variety, al- 
torether in the fame page. We fhall forbear, however, from 
criticifing Mr. Speechly’s language, becaufe he is not a perfon 
who bas had the advantage of a learned education ; though, 
at the fame time, we think that when a mere practical man 

before the public, he fhould intreat fome friend to put 
him into a proper arels. 

Mr. S. treats firft on the manazement of the vine in the 
hot-houfe.—In the firft place, fituation and foil are maturely to 
be confidered. ‘The fituation muft either be dry, or rendered 
fo: the beft foil is a compoit mould, of one-fourth garden 
mould or ftrong loam, one-fourth turf from a pafture where 
the foil is a fandy loam, one-fourth of the fweepings and 
; of pavements and hard roads, one-eighth of rotten 


cow and ftable-yard dung mixed, and onc-eighth of vegetable 
mould from decayed oak-leaves. 

The beft natural foil for the vine is a rich fandyloam, mixed 
with crumbling flaty ftone. 

The vine admits of being propagated by feeds, layers, 
Cuttings, grafting, and inoculation. 

Having obferved that the firft method, is the only one to 
obtain new kinds of grapes ; and having obviated the objections 


to the praétice: Mr. S. recommends the improvement of the 
nuit, by judicioufly bringing bunches of, different kinds to- 
ether at the time of flowering. Having occafion here ta 
nention the Syrian vine, he introduces an account of a pro- 
cigious bunch of orapes, produced at Welbeck, from this kind, 
Weighing ninetecn pounds and an half, with a note on it by 
Mr, Pegge, the celebrated antiquary.—He then proceeds to 
give directions for faving the feed, fowing it, managing the 
piants after they are come up, tran{planting, &c. 
nts on the common methods of propagating the vine, by 
layers and cuttings. —A more advan ageous method of raifing 
it from a ingle eye, and about three inches and an half of the 
laft year’s wood ; which firft occurred tothe Rev. Mr. Michell, 
who is well known as an excellent philofopher, and from whom 
a letter is given in a note, containing a full detail of his 
method. Mr. S. himfelf is very full on this, practice, and 
on the management of the plants, after they are finally placed 
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in the hot-houfe.—The vines may be permitted to run twenty 
or twenty-five feet, and when remarkably ftrong, even thirty 
fect. A fhoot of the white mufcat grape of Alexandria was 
forty-fix feet feven inches in length, in the large hot-houfe at 
Welbeck.—Account of the great progrefs of vines at Kelmarhh, 
in Northamptonfhire, from William Hanbury, Efg;—On 
pruning.—Great attention required during the time the vines 
are in flower.—When the grapes are at their laft fwelling, and 
till they are nearly on the point of being ripe, the vines will 
require a plentiful fupply of water. The fituation of them ia 
pine-ftoves, is fimilar to that of the vines in very hot countries; 
and at the Madeiras they do not plant vineyards, except where 
they can have a command of water.—Directions for packing 
erapes for carriage,—and for thinning the berries in the bunches 
whilft they are young.—The manner of training the vine 
againft the back wail of the ftove, and along the rafters.» —This 
book has a plate, reprefenting the plan of an approved pine and 
grape-ftove. 

Book 11. On the Vinery.—The moft ufeful form for this 
is a flued wall, twelve or fourteen feet high, in a dire€tion from 
E. to W. with a roof and glafs lights, covering a border ot 
about ten feet wide on the S. fide of the wall. An elevation 
and ground-plan of fuch a wall is given in a plate. —Erections 
of fmall dimenfions are called grape or vine-frames. In vines 
ries and frames for early forcing, the roof muft be fteep, and 
flatter for the fummer.—Direéctions for planting the vines at 
proper diftances, and for training them both againft the back- 
wall and in front. On this Mr. S. writes:much in detail ; he 
alfo gives a plate, reprefenting fix different ftages of vines 
trained againft a wall. 

Further obfervations on the culture of the vine, on vineries, 
vine- frames, &c. 

Further obfervations on pruning.—Expedients to ftop the 
bleeding of a vine. 

General ob{ervations on watering the vine. 

Book 111. On grafting of vines,—¢ a practice little known 
in this country, though the advantages refulting from it are 
many and important.’—The principal of thefe is, ‘ the 1m- 
proving the various kinds of grapes, and particularly the {mall 
kinds, which generally make weak wood.’—Method of pet 
forming the operation, The author prefers grafting by apr 
proach. : 

On the different fpecies of infe&ts that infeft the vine; with 
proper methods of deftroying or preventing them.—The i- 
fects ares—1. The acarus, or red fpider. 2. The thrip 
3. The apis, or plant loufe. 4. The coccus.—All thefe, 
cept the firft, which is the moft deftructive, may be deftroyed 


by a fhrong fumigation of tobacco. To deftroy the ath 
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Mr. S. recommends one pound of flour of fulphur to be well 
mixed with two ounces of Scotch {nuff, or very good tobacco- 
duit, and the under-fide of the leaves to be brufhed with this 
mixture, by means of a fmall common painting bruh, 

On the age and lature of the vine; and of the durability of 
vitiginous wood, 

Mr. S. gives fome account of large and old vines, from the 
ancients, from Evelyn, and from fome modern travellers. He 
aifo gives a plate and defcription of a vine at Northallerton, in 
Yorkthire, which covered a fpace of 137 yards: a defcription 
of afecond at Valentine, near Ilford, in Effex, the branches 
of which cover the entire roof of a pine-ftove, 70 feet long, 
and 18 broad: and of a third at Bury, covering 44 yards in 
length of a wall 10 feet high. Of the produce of the fecond, 
the gardener, for fome years, made upon an average 1001. 
per annum, 

Book 1v. On Vineyards. —Mr. S. declares in favour of the 
opinion, that there have been formerly vineyards in many parts 
of England ; and that good wine may be made in this country, 
in a propitious feafon.—He confiders, 1. The fituation. 2. The 
foil. 3. Thekinds of vine. 4. The mode of management.— 
The fituation fhould be elevated with a S. or S, E. expofure.— 
The vine delights in gravelly and rocky foils. —T he moft pro- 
per kinds are thofe which are cultivated in Germany, particu- 
larly that of which Rhenifh wine is made.—Mr. §. does not 
undertake to give general directions for the management of a 
vineyard; but only offers a few ideas on the fubjeCt, and par- 
ticularly on the mode of training the vines. .He has alfo, in 
a plate, given the fection of a hill proper for the growth of 
vines in England. 3 

Mr. 8. concludes his work with extra&s from Vifpré’s Dif- 
fertation on the growth of wine in England, Hanbury’s Com- 
plete Body of Gardening, and an account of the vineyard at 
Pain’s-hill, from Sir Edward Barry’s treatife on wines; ta 
fhow that we might have vineyards of our own, to advantage, 
in this ifland. 

That we might have vineyards, and make good wine, with 
proper management, in the fouthern and weltern parts of the 
iland, on a dry foil, with a fouthern expofure, there 18 no 
doubt: but we hefitate very much, confidering the very fre- 
quent wetnefs of our autumns, whether they would anfwer 
upon the whole. We have alfo accuftomed ourfelves fo much 
to wines of a particular flavour, that unlefs fomething of the 
lame kind could be produced, the wvigneron would find: it 
difficult to procure a market for his wines. We therefore 
look upon that part of Mr, S.’s book, which treats of the 
management of vines in hot-houfes and vineries, to be the moft 
valuable, There he fpeaks ftom long, aétua} experience, ac- 
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c companied with excellent judgment; and we are cartes, that 


perfons who can afford it, may, by hea and good nfanagement, 
enjoy the luxury of grapes w rell m atured, | and equal in flavour 
to the produce of more genial climes.—We coul ie ate ae ifhed 
tel Fiat as Ba oe ee el ee 1 we 
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mes SoWwe . vo. In monthly numbers, pr. 15. each, 


Dias work is publifhed monthly in numbers, and is evidently 
on the ps Mir. Curtis’s mag: zine. It does not, howe ver, 
in the leait intcrfere with that, which profeties to give exotic 
plants only ; nor greatly with the Flora Lor ndinenfis, which is 
on a much larger {cale. ‘The paper, printing, &c. of the Eng- 
lifh Botany, are much more ele: gant than in the Botanical 

lagazine. Mr. So werby *s known fkill, and happy talent in 
ithful as well as beautiful portraits of plants, will re- 
commend the figures ; ill we are pretty certain, that we dif- 
cern the pen of the learned pofleffor of the Linnzan collections 
in the remarks, &c. 

‘ The prevailing tafte (fays the e author) for botanical purft its, and 
the encouragement afforded in this country to every work which tends 
to advan ce them, have given rife to the prefent call rtaking . Itre- 
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conomy of any country, to be well acquainted with them: the fiudy 


cdoubie lure of every journey or walk, and calls forth t 
ae? ‘rcife the bocaly as weil as the mental powers. 

¢ It fe extraordinary that no fu cefsful attempt has hitherto been 
made to illuitrate Uritith plants by original figures, on a cheap and 
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| Copy! what others have 

ro refer only to the Species Plantarum o 

, with the Floras of Hudfon, Curtis, Lig hrfoot, Withering, 
Relhan, Rav, &c. He will ipare no pains to have his botanical 
characters and tynonyms accurate ; and as he is fo fortunate as to have 
aceeis to the frit fources ef information, he hopes this _ of his 
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frit nu imbe or pret ents us with three fearce and intereft- 
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ave given the above extracts to enable our readers to 
the merits of this work, which pramites to 2 exe~ 
2 manner that cannot fail of fecuring ‘ the public appro- 
For the elegance and fidelity of the fi gures, we + cul 
the work itfelf. 

ynd number contains two common, and one uncom- 
t, all of the genus Primula 
third number exhibits Paris quadrifelia Chelidonium 
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i with a Geographical Map. By Charles Pontop- 
, Counfellor of State, and One of the Directors of the 
rinmark Company, &c. Copenhagen. 8vo, 328 
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GEOGRAPHY. 


pound. Since 1786 iceland and Finmark have become the 
objects of free trade and commerce, and new privileges have 
been granted to new fettlers: privileges which do honour to 
our refined age and the perfons who framed them. To promote 
<r wifhes of government on this fubjeét, was the important 
k affigned to Mr. Pontoppidan. It was impoffible to make 
ecudets aware of the advantages which were held out to 
their view, without a defcription of thofe places ; and a cir- 
cumftantial defcription both of thofe countries and of their pre- 
fent fituation was the more neceflary, every ufeful information 
being generally withheld on purpofe from the world by all 
corporations. Fortunate it was that Mr. Pontoppidan has 
bee: n bred a merchant in the trade to Iceland, and advanced to 
the head of thole affairs which concern that iftand and Finmark: 
doubt can be entertained of the veracity of his animated 
accounts, which, befides, breathe much philanthropy, and love 
to his _ Cc wr gn. 


Cha he firf? treats of Finmark in general. 

Finn f rictly called, contains the county of WVardebus, and 
running from weft to calt a length of 150 German miles from 
Tromioen, ends at the little ifland of Lyngefluen, where the 
Rugian J japland begins. ‘The weftern part is called Finmark, 


from which Z ipland on the eaftern part is different only with 
re{pect to its name, and the inhabitants, though divided into 


Fins and Laps, {peak the fame language, and are called Norwe- 
gi ns, Swedes, and Rufhans, accordin 1g to the nations to whom 
that fpot which they inhabit belong s. The whole furface 
of Fi inmark is computed to confift of 1260 fquare miles, be 
which 200 are land; the reft is fea and water. ‘The civil 
vernment is in the hands of a brand ba utliff, a judge, mo a 
fheriff. big ecclefi tallica i] ftate is divided into nine rectories 
or parifher, under the infpection of two provofts or deans. 


The refources  iote which the inhabitants derive their fupport 
are the fifheries. However, a confiderable profit arifes from 
the reendeer, for, befides that thefe- animals when drilled are 
ufed inftead of hoifes, to go to very remote parts in a fledge 
loaded with the driver and ba 2ggage of 180 pounds, their flefh, 
fkins, horns, bones, tallow, fuet, and milk, which gives encend- 
Jy fine cheefe, furnith as many valuable articles. 

In the fouth parts of Finmark the inhabitants grow corn, 
which is ripe in lefs than eight weeks during the fummer, and 
the vales are covered with: fine grafs. The forefts and ex- 
tenfive woods are rich in game, of which the ermine has 
always been held in high eftimation.. The minerals are gold, 
iilver, lead and iron. 

In the remoteft periods of time it is well known that 
the kings ef Norway laid claim to that country: it ak 
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their cuftom to grant an exclufive privilege of trading with 
the Fins, to one of their favourites, as early as in the year 969. 
Harald Hairfair lodged this right in one Thorulf, a nobleman, 
who befides acted as a collector of the taxes paid by the peo- 
ple to his mafter. Thefe confifted chiefly in furs, which, for 
the greater part, were exported to England, and exchanged for 
cloth, flour, malt liquors, and other commodities, The 
fucceeding kings kept a watchful and jealous eye over other 
nations who attempted a direct trade in thofe remote parts, and 
frequent difputes, which had been carried on through centuries 
between Norway, Ruffia, and Sweden, about the fovereignty, 
were at length fettled by the treaty concluded on the 18th of 
October 1751, between Denmark and Sweden, relative to the 
boundaries of both kingdoms. With refpect to foreign powers, 
the difputes between Chriftian Iv. and queen Elizabeth, ter- 
minated in the Englifh fettlement at Archangel, and to the 
advantage of England. 

Cuap. If. recites the changes to which the commerce of 
Finmark has been fubjected fince 1702. The charter granted 
in this year to the merchants of Bergen, confifted of forty- 
four articles, lafted 13 years, and ended, as all monopolies i 
in the ruin of all concerned. In 1715 liberty was given to 
every citizen of the countries of Bergen and Thrundheim 
to trade to Finmark, which being found during the courfe of 
fifteen years congenial to both nations, and advantageous to 
the public, furnifhed three Burgers of Copenhagen with weighty 
reafons to draw, through royal authority, the commerce into 
their own hands. In fhort, private intereft got the better of 
public welfare, and a Hudfon’s Bay Company was hatched 
and nourifhed in the heart of Denmark. This infult to com- 
mon fenfe was punifhed as it ought to be, with a lofs of 40,000 
rix dollars in the {pace of eleven years, too {mall a fum whea 
compared with the public lofs and the decay of population, 
the unavoidable confequence of monopoly. From 1741 till 
1786 the fame principles, under a number of fucceeding com- 
panies, were followed, and the effects conftantly produced. 
Thofe were at length abandoned, and in order to put a ftop 
to thefe ill confequences, a committee was appointed to ex~ 
amine the prefent ftate of the country, and find out meafures 
which might reftore happinefs, ‘The fecret was foon difclofed, 
and a free trade fucceeded, under the fanétion of an edict dated 
on the 17th of July, 1789. The contents of this edict are 
as follow. 

t. Perfons ef every perfuafion eflablifhed on the tenets of the 
chriftian religion, fhall have a right to fettle in Finmark, and enjoy 
perfect liberty of worthip. 

_2. Every inhabitant, of whatever religion he be, fhall have a 
neht to buy lands, to whatever extent he pleafes. 


3. Every 
* According to our orthography Droniheim, 
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3. Every citizen fhall be exempted from all taxes and duties 
Ppa) able to government, curing the term of 20 years. | 


4. The new fettier {hall moreover be tree for the duty of } pe 


i cent, payable on capita s faid out on intereit, and the ufe of ftamps, 
ae . The town eltablithed in Finmark, and their inhabitants, 
4 fhall, for the fpace of 20 years, be exempted from all cuttoms and 


excife, {piritous liquors only excepted, which fhall pay one fhilling 
per gallon, and, collected by the cuilom-houfe officers, fhall be ap- 
ropriated to the public benefit of the new fettlements. 
6. In the fame manner the export of home produétions is free 
durine the courfe of 20 years. 





™ _— o 
7 ee ee ee ee ee oa 
‘ . 
’ . 
* cr penne I ee we gts ape « 
- ee, - ‘ ~_ 
s i = a <> . meat 
, a . ¥ 7 - - a - 
7. ie a a 
- 
. 


a. ene eae En ip ea 








; ui . Upon the fame principles goods, and cargoes of every de. 
fcription imported from foreign parts, in order to be again exported, 
fhati be free from duty, notwithilanaing they have been Lin ported 

in foreign bottoms. 


b | 


8. The ground which ts neceflary for the eRabhthment of a new 
town, fhall be purchafed at the public expence, in cafe it be pri- 
Vate property ; but if it belongs to the crown, it fhall be given 
gratis to the new fettlers. In both cates an exact furvey and a legal 
conveyance fhal] be made. 

9. The new fettlers are moreover entitled to the fupport of go- 
vernment with refpect to building materials. ‘ 

10. The grounds which have been furveyed, and conveyed toa 
new fettier, fhall be his facred property for ever, unlefs it be not 
Le occupied with a building belonging to him in the fpace of two 
years next following ; under that circumitance the ground returas 
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4 o the crown, and may be given to another. 
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Rit Ltt it. Every perfon, whether native or foreigner, applying to the 
| ait i ri bailitt of the county, fhall receive gratis a certificate of 
FE | 


z ina 
a. being received a citizen, after having taken the oath of allegiance, 
e % 13. A foreigner who thus fettles in one of the new towns, fhall 
| immediately enjoy the fame rights and privileges which belong to 
a native of Finmark, and after the end of fix years next following, 
he and his pofterity fhall be confidered ‘:s entitled to ail - the 
rights which belong to a native of either kingdom. 

i4. kvery new fettler has liberty and right to leave the country 
whenever he pleafes without paying any fine, and without reipett 
to the length or fhortnefs of his refidence in the country. 

15. A new fettler may make ufe of any trade he choofes, with- 
out a licence, except that of dillilling fpiritous liquors, and keep- 
ing a public houfe, for in both thefe cafes an application mui be 
made to the grand bailiff. 

16. Handicrafis, whether natives or foreigners, will be encou- 
raged, in the moft effectual manner, by the chamber of finance. 

17. Every perfon therefore fhall have full liberty to exercife his 
trade and butinefs as mafter, and his apprentices, having ferved 
their time, fhall enjoy all the privileges which belong to the fame 
trace in that town, wherein he may fertile at a future period. 

18. It is exprefly enaéted, that no corporation fhall be permit- 
ted to take place in any of thefe new fettlements. 

19. A new fettler or citizen fhall receive an annual premium of 
one rix doilar, or four fhillings per ton, on every veffel his property 
Jaid up in any of the Finmark harbours during the winter. 
I 20. 
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so. Every citizen, being enrolled as a merchant, fhall have 
liberty equal with any other merchant in the king’s dominions 
to ule his trade both with the natives and foreigners, whether 
they are Swedes or Raflians, 

21, All imports and exports to and from Finmark thall go through 
the new towns. 

22. Vhofe citizens who are retail traders fhall have liberty to 
order their commodities from whatever place they may pleate in 
the king’s dominions. 

23. Cinzens only fhall have liberty to fell foreign goods ia 

their markets, : 
24. Thole of the citizens who engage in the fifheries fhall enjoy 
the fame privileges which have been granted to the other citizens 
of the two kingdoms, and they thall be entitled toa premium of 
1: rix dollars, or 31]. per ton, for every fhip, not exceeding 590 
tons, they may fit out on the whale fithery under Spitzbergen, and 
the parts adjacent, 

2c. The fame laws of exchange which are prefcribed in the 
Norwegian code of law, fhall ve obferved in Finmark,. 

26. ‘The government is lodged in the hands of the grand bailiff 
of Finntark, who betides fhali have the power of deciding in mat- 
ters relating to the cuitoms, 

27. But juftice fhall be adminiftered within the new fettlements, 
by the juftice of peace refiding in the town of Hammersfelt, till 
he faid new fetdement can arrive to fuch a degree of maturity 

may enable them to appoint their own maguitrates. 

28. And then fhall the community obtain their own public feal, 
after hav'ng made an application to his majefty for that purpofe. 

Cuap. iv. recites the various articles, and their quantity, 
which have been exported from Copenhagen to Finmark during 
the years 1786—87, among which we are forry to obferve 
460 hogtheads of common brandy and 36 of French brandy. 
Of fugar 12730lb. treacle 12000lb. tobacco 20930lb. We 
only tind 700 copies of common prayer books, and 87 reams 
of paper imported. ‘The imports of Finmark in 1786 amount- 
ed to the fum of 40476 rix dollars, 241. Nine thips, burden 
gOo tons, were employed in the trade, at the {tipulated freizht 
of 12300 rix doliars. 

Cuap. v. defcribes, with a critical knowledze, every article 
fit for the Finmark market, imported from foreign parts, and 
gives many ufeful hints with refpect to the trade with Rufha 
through Archangel, where many articles are fo loaded with 
export duties, that Denmark, though fituated at fo immenfe a 
diitance, furnifhes them much cheaper than the market ig 
Ruffia. 

CHAP. vi. vit. contain an exact account of the various ar- 
ticles exported from Finmark from 1765 to 1788, {pecifying 
quantity and quality, for every year feparately : from this ac- 
count we will extract the following articles as the moft 


interefting, : 
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« Fith of various kinds 70008 cwt. cablian 4769 barrels, her. 

rings 7246 barrels, ditto horns of reendeer 200714]b. ermine 
11030 pieces, goat fkins gog96 ditto, tallow 67Coolb. matts 13960 
pieces. 
* Cap. vu. defcribes with a critical minutenefs the various 
export articles of Finmark to the Mediterranean, the Baltic, 
Hamborouzh, and France ; and we fee that Barcelona, Bilboa, 
Cadiz, G enoa, and Leghorn, have paid for fifth exported from 
Finmark in the courle of 1779 to 1784, the fum of 1814992 
rix dollars. 

Car. 1x. contains various obfervations on Finmark, which 
though local, and only applicable to that country, fuggeft 
many valuable hints to the Danith government. 

Cuae. x. to xiu. explain the topographical contours of 
each of the eight eftablifhments, and are equally well caltu- 
lated to guide the merchant and the commanders of veiflels def- 

ined for thofe harbours. The hydrographic obfervatitons.seft 

upon actual furveys preferved in the archives of the late com- 
pany, and the detail of commodities raifed for the market in 
«ach of thofe places, has been laid down by the author after 
Jong experience, acquired during his office. 

CHAP. XIx. examines the feveral regulations which at va- 
rious periods have been adopted for the improvement of Fin- 
mark; and the author obferves, that whereas Denmark and Nor- 
way raiie at home everycommodityneceflary for their inhabitants, 
commerce muit be highly beneficial on both fides, particularly 
to thofe who carry on the active trade; and he anxioufly 
wifhes that government would divide their cares between hul- 
bandry and the fifherics, in order to preferve and promote the 
population which, during the courfe of this century, has been 
seduced to 965 families. I. 1. 
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Art. xu. Hiffeire Critique de la Nobleffi, depuis le come 
mencement de la Monarchie, &e.—2A Critical Hiftory of the 
Nobility of France, from the Commencement of the Monarchy 
to the prefent Time, in which their Robberies, Crimes, and 
Prejudices are expofed: clearly demonffrating that they have 
been the Scourge of Liberty, the Advacates of Oppreffion, the 
Fees of Knowledge, and the €nemies not only of their Fellow- 
Citizens but of their Sovereigns, By John Dulaure, Citizen 
ef Paris. 8vo. 322 pages, Paris. 1790. 

“Tne annihilation of titles is one of the many fingular events 
attending the late revolution in France, The intention of the 
author of the prefent work is to fhew, that as a dady, the no- 


bility ha. & ever been prejudicial to the ftate, and that the abo- 
itton of this powerful order of fubjeéts, 1s founded on the 
pureit principles of juftice and of wifdom. M. Dulaure chinks 








Dulaure’s Crt. Hiftory of the French Nobility. q0f 


Ast as punifhments are referved for the guilty alone, fo dif 
tinctions fhould be the exclufive privilege of merit, and that 
it is equally unjuft to appropriate the rewards of other men’s 
virtues to ourfelves, as to be iubject to the punifhment of 
other men’s crimes. 

« Nobility’ fays he, € a diftinQion equally impolitic and im. 
moral, and worthy of the times of ignorance and of rapine, which 
gave it birth, is a violation of the rights of chat part of the natiow 
that is deprived of it, and as equality becomes a fimnlas towards 
diftinfion, fo on the other hand this is the radical vice of a gov- 
vernment and the fource of a variety of eyils. It is almoft ime 

oilible that there fhould be any ancommom inftances of virtue in 
a ftate, when recompences belong exclufively to 2 certain clafs of 
fociety, and when it cofts them no more to obtain thefe than 
the trouble of Seing born, Among this lit of privileged per- 
fons, virtues, talents, and genius, malt of courfe be mach fefs 
frequent than in the other claffes, fince without the pofeffion of 
any of thefe qualities, they who belong to it are itill honoured and 
rewarded. ‘Thofe who profit by this abfurd fubveriion of prin- 
ciples, and thofe who foie by this anjuft diftribution of favours, 
which feem to have grown iato a right, cannot have any other 
than falfe, immoral, and pernicious ideas concerning merit. 1; 
may be objeéted to me, that as nobility has been abolifhed, it is 
now unneceflary to write ayainit ic: to this I anfwer, that the gre- 
tended nobles are fiiil in exiitence. We may in a moment give new 
laws to anempire, bat it takes a whole ape to change opinions: it 
as not in one day that we can alter prejudices, firengthened, nay 
confecrated, by the lapfe of twelve centuries.’ 

M. Dulaure, having finifhed his introduction, commences 
his work by obferving, that the annals of France atlord nothing 
elfe than a chronology of crimes, the recapitulation of which 
is painful and difgufting. ‘The Huns, Vandals, Burgundians and 
Vitigoths, who fucceflively made war on the Gauls, feemed 
only to enter their country, to over{pread it with terror, de- 
folation, and death. The Franks, a brut:] and wandering peo- 
ple, who lived on plunder, were fti]] mote barbarous ; accord- 
ing to the Abbé Mably, ‘ they Jooked upon Gaul, now called 
France, as an enemy’s country, merely becaufe it contained a 
rich booty, and were continually making inroads into it, for 
the purpofe of depredation.’ 

All barbarous nations have a nobility, and adopt hereditary 
ciftinGtions ; this our author thinks is the error of uncultivated 
focieties ; the principle which admits no other diftingtion in 
the community, but that of talents and virtues, is on the cons 
trary the perfection of civilization. The firft Franks who, 
alter the conqueft of the Gauls, obtained particular diftinctions, 
were {uch as had become eminent by their warlike exploits. 
Thefe known by the names of Fideles, dntruftions, or Leudes, 
were the firft grandees of the monarchy; and were enriched 
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y the donatio ns of the Merovingian race of kings. Th 
afterwards uf irped the adminiitration of juftice, and fubjected 
the vaflals within their territories to a multitude of grievances 
peculiar to the feudal fyftem. It was not, howe ver, ‘till about 
the year 615, tha at fou ds beclane hereditar), and that is the epoch 
when nobility in France may be faid to have been frtt ettablithed. 
Our aut al nel u ide: es his are Chapt er a8 obfery un zy that the 


period, a sutied % which gave birth to a ‘treauaal and ablurd 
eftabliihment, that was the dettruction of COMREERE, the bane 
of agriculture, and which if it did not introduce, at leatt pro= 
Jonged the triumph of barbarity ! 

Weare told in chap. 2, that the titles of grandees and nobles 
wert given to aflaffins, robbers, and perfons cuilty of the moft 
infamous crimes. “The high-roads became unfate on account 
of the ‘arbitrary duties impofed by them, all communication 
was in a great meafure prevented between diftant places, 
contributions were levied on foot pafiengers, and it was notuncom- 
mon for the nobility, nay even thofe of the blood-royal, t 
iffue forth from their cattles, accompanied by their hawks, fi 
furrounded by their tervants, and under pretence of hunting, to 
way-lay, plunder, and often murder thofe who, by their ap- 
pearance, feemed to offer them a rich booty. In thefe incurs 
fions the villages were not | only reduced to afhes, and ftained 
with the blood of their inhabitants, but even the churches be- 
came a prey to their avarice | aad rapacity. ‘ During the reign 
of Lewis le Gros, the habitations of the nobility were fo many 
dens of thieves, from which the owners fallied forth to plant 
ambufcades for the unwary ftranger; and cuftom feems at 
length to have Icgitimated this mode of plundering 
of enri ching themfelves. 

While every part of the kingdom was thus laid waite by 
thefe noble fpoilers, Badouin, Count of Flanders and of Artois, 
by a noble example ui his own perfon, and the moft rigorous 
juitice in regard to others, attempted to reitrain the rava ures of 
jal Barons ; but an untimely death put an end to his pa- 
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‘ A poor woman having with many tears complained to him thatone 
of his courtiers had flolen two cows from her, which were the 
whole of her property, this prince ordered him to be arrelted, 
and the chevalter having acknowledged the robbery, was imme- 
diately condemned to death. His relations being ajarmed at re 
jentence, fell at the count’s feet, and fupp licated him, thatt 


culprit m: ght not be 4a ta according to his fentence. ‘Lhe vtiecd 
coniented to their requeit, but inftlantly ordered the criminal to 


| 


be carned to the Dut 4 iquare + WW here he was tn 1rown alive inte 


a cauldron of boiling oi, without giving him time to take off his 
clothes, or even unloofe his /gzrs, the emblems of his chivalry.’ 
CHAP. III. Contains an account of the atrocious crimes 
committed by the nobility during the deventh and twelfth cen- 
tUriCS. 
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tucies. “Che cattle of Roche-Guyon, remarkable for the tyranny 
of its J rds » was in the year Iili3 pofletled by count Guy, of 
whom the hiftorians of that day have left the following exe 
traordinary eulogium. 

‘ This young courageous bat pation: was neither a ¢raiter nor 
felon like his anceftors ; he lived peaceably without plundering 
and without robbing, but he alfo a undoubtedly have become 
yolder, had he but lived a little longer.’ : 


b = ° r 
Cuap. IV. treats of the crufades againit the Saracens, and 
of the conduct of the nobles during - thofe expeditions. 

Among many other initances of the barbarity and arrogance 
of the nobility, who waged war againft the infidels, we are told 
the fi lowing , which -is extr rasted from the hiftory written by 
the fon of the emperor Alex 
« A French count, on a fo bad occafion, had the audacity to 
at himfelf by the fide of the emperor of the Weit, and even upon 

throne. Baudouin, brother of Godfrey of Bouillon, with fome 
dificulty perfuaded him to retire, which heat length did, exclaim- 
ie it was a ftrange thing that a Greek fhould dare to fit in his 
prefence.’ ”? 

on de Montfort, celebrated hitherto as a hero, is here 
proved to have been guilty of rapine, perjury, and violence. 

In Ch: ng the military affociations ‘ofthe people called 
Seshericda s are defcribed. Du Guefclin, a famous warrior, 
putting himfelf at the head of «hefe plunderers, marched to- 


~ 


wards Avignon, and wee the pope, that being about to 
carry arms againft the S Saracens, he and his followers were 
in nmed liate W an it of abfe ol utio ‘ON, ad 200,0 29 franes of gold, both 


of which requeits were ini tantly granted him by the holy 


CHap. vi. contains a defcription of the ancient military 
eftabli hnent, compoied of vallals, and led by the nobility, 
who ufually uvens in free-q quarters at the expence of the pea- 
fants, and plundered and oppreiled them in the moft cruel 
manier. 
in chap. 7, our author attempts to prove, that contrary to 
e opinion of Montefquieu, the nobility have always been 
the greateft enemies of the throne. ‘Lhe firit attempts by the 
nobics again{t the royal authority, are traced up to the feventh 
Century, when they « — ed the princes Gontran and Childebert 


to make their feuds or poil leffions hereditary. Charlemagne, 
notwithftanding his immentle power, wa s obli; zed t » redrefs their 
Wiurpations, and to place counts and marquillc 2s, who were 
his creatures, in the room of the dukes, who had ’ become the 
rivals of his authority. Louis le Debonnaire, with his wife and 
children, was impri ifoned by the grandees ; Charles the Bald, and 


Louis 11. were fo rced to grant them whatever ony dcfired : 


Charles /e Gre ols Was depofed ; and Louis tv. was driven out of 
the 
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the kingdom by them. In fine, the religious perfecutiong of 
France, and all its civil wars were, according to M. Dulaure, 
occafioned by the pride, ambition, vanity, treachery, or bafe. 
nefs of the nobility ! 

The royal authority having ‘acquired adgitional ftrength in 
the reign of Louis xiv. that monarch held the grandees in 
fubjection by means of the favours he conferred, and the pro- 
miles he made to,them. This prince feemed to fay to his 
nobility, ‘I do not choofe that my people fhould be oppreffed 
by any body but myfelf. Jet me plunder them, and if you 
flatter me afterwards, we fhail divide the fpoil between us.’ 

The following fingular occarrence during the late reign, is 
worthy of recapitulation. 


‘ I beg leave to repeat a circamftance little known indeed, but 
neverthelefs true, that fully charatterifes the difpofition of our 
modern nobility. The gallery at the cate of Choi, where Louis 
xv. frequently refided, was adorned with feveral pictures painted 
by Halle, Vanlo, &c. the fubjects of which were taken from fome 
of the memorable events in the Roman hiftery. Among the reft 
there was a very fine painting by M. Vien, reprefenting Marcus 
Aurelius diftributing provifions and medicines among the Roman 
people, at a period when they were perifhing by famine and the 
plague. The nobility who formed the court of Louis xv. think- 
ing at a time when bread happened to be uncommonly dear, and 
the mifery of the people had become exceflive, that the fight of 
thefe pi€tures might infpire the king with remor/e; might, in other 
words, make him better, by inciting him to imitate the example 
of Marcus Aurelius; they contrived to remove thefe leffons of 
practical morality from his fight, and actually fubftituted foar mi- 
ferable daubings by Pierre in their room, which exhibited an equal 
number of infigniticant allegories.’ 

The remaining chapters are employed in defcribing the mi- 
feries introduced by means of the feudal fyftem 3 the unhappy 
fituation of the vailals, and the cruel tyranny of their lords, 
‘The author thus concludes : 

‘ If this work has animated the reader with indignation againf 
thofe citizens heretofore called nobles, and infpired him with @ 
contempt for their perfons, | declare that thefe are not the fenti- 
ments which I with to excite, and that it is not the aodles, but 
nobility, that I have endeavoured to defcribe in a manner, that while 
it adhered to truth, could not fail to make this diftinétion appeat 
detettable. I have never attacked their perfons, but when their 
vices and their characters tended ta elucidate the vices and the cha- 
racter of the infitution; then indeed I have done fo, without aay 
manner of referve. 

* | have not however pretended to affirm, that no great man has 
ever arifen from among the nobility. There have been, more efpe- 
cially fince the late progrefs of philofophy, many grandees who 
have become confpicuous among their own order, and who have 
cared to wiumph over a prejudice which, while it flattered theit 
vanitys 
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vanity, did violence to their reafon. The vices, which in all ages 
have corrupted the minds and perverted the judgment of the no- 
bility, were no more engrafted on their hearts than on thole of 
other men; they exifted folely in the pernicious errors of that efta- 
blifhment to which they belonged.’ 





Arr. xiv. Sketch of the Charaéter of his Royal Highnefs the 
Prince of Denmark ; to which is added, a fhort Review of the 
prefent State of Literature and the polite Arts in that Country. 
Inter{perfed with Anecdotes. In four Letters, by a Gentleman 
long refident in Copenhagen, to his Friend in London. 
8vo. 126 pages. Price 3s. 6d. fewed. Ridgway. 1791. 
Every thing that concerns Denmark is particularly intereft- 

ing to an Englifhman, on account of the commercial inter- 

courfe, the long alliance, and intimate connection between 

Great-Britain and that country. ‘The pamphlet now before 

us appears to have been written by a gentleman who has re- 

fided for fome years in Copenhagen, and who feems to have 
been in a fituation that enabled him to gratify curiofity, and 
convey information. 

Letter 1, contains an account of the prince royal of Den- 
mark. The character of his royal highnefs, who is the ne- 
phew of our own fovereign, feems to be uncommonly amiable. 
This prince was born on the 28th of Auguft, 1760; for the 
firft four years of his life, he was nurfed by his royal mother, 
the celebrated and unfortunate Carolina Matilda, and in his 
eighth year placed under the care of general Kichfted, one 
of the minifters of ftate, and George Sporon, a learned Dane 5 
his own houlehold was then fixed, and his table was furrounded 
twice a day by the moft diftinguifhed characters, and particus 
larly by men of letters. At a very early period he feems to 
have difcovered abilities which would have reflected credit 
upon riper years, particularly as they were balanced and di- 
rected by a cool and deliberate judgment. We are told that 
his converfation always turned on the nobleft fubjects that 
could poffibly fuggeft themfelves to the human mind: the 
rights of man, the conftitution of Denmark, and the relative 
fituation of the furrounding nations. 

Having taken his feat in the privy council in 1784, he began 
his political career by redrefling the grievances of the people, 
He avowed himfelf an enemy to the oppreffion exercifed b 
means of general warrants, in confequence of which they 
were inftantly abolifhed. He alfo faw, with indignation, that 
the peafants were in a fituation but little better than the brute 
creation, for they fearcely could be faid to, poflefs any locos 
motive power, as they had not the liberty to leave one eftate, 
and fettle on another, without purchafing the permifjon of 
Vou, 1X, Y their 
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their maflers; for if they dared to remove without this, they 
were claimed in the fame manner as fray cattle. : 

The chains of feudal flavery were broken by his royal high. 
nefs, and the vaffals of the kingdom emancipated from their 
difhonourable bondage. i 

This prince has alfo flood forward, more than oftce, in de- 
fence of the firft blefling that a nation can poflefs; that of 
the liberty of the prefs. p. 3. , 

* At the time that he received his father’s orders to affft him is 
bearing the burden of the ttate, public affairs wore a more favour- 
able afpect than perhaps at any other period, at leait for fome time 
pat. An application was made to him to reftore the CENSURE, 
in order that nothing might be printed which had not paffed the 
ordeal of the univertitv. ‘Thote who preferred this requeit had 
addrefs enough to infinuate, that his royal highnefs himfelf had 
been treated with a freedom beyond what he ought, in fome 
pamphlets, which, if pafled over in filence, might give birth to 
confequences the mott alarming. His highnefs liftened to thefe 
artful fuggeftions with attention peculiar to himfelf, and at the 
end of which he declared, ** that forry as he was that any part 
of his conduct fhould be viewed throuch a medium fo unfavour- 
able, and yet perhaps in fome refpects yuft, as all men were fub- 
ject to err; that he telt himfelt more indebted to rhofe who had 
courage to point out his failings, than to thofe friends whofe 
partiality induced them to varniih or throw them into hhade; 
and that in future he fhould endeavour to act in fuch a manner 
as to leave as little caufe of complaint as poihble ;” and he af- 
tured the gentlemen before they parted from him, that it was 
fo far from his intention to advife his father to reltrain the 
liberty of the prefs, that he fhould be the firit to fland forward 
and fupport that law which his father had promulged in favour 
of it, as he was perfuaded, with his royal parent, that tt 
added to the happinefs of the fubje&. Let any one, added 
the prince, who may conceive himfelf injured in that refpett, 
fue the author in a court of law, and I am perfuaded that he will 
meet all that juttice to which his caufe may entitle him.’ 

We are further told, that this accomplifhed and philofophic 
prince has made feveral regulations in commerce, highly fae 
vourable to the profperity of Denmark. The .trade of Ice- 
jand, monopolifed for upwards of four centuries, was thrown 
open by his advice, in 1787, to all the fubjects of the king- 
dom ; and foreigners have been invited to fettle in that coun- 
try, by means of immunities and advantages, and particularly 
by the hberty of being permitted to worfhip the Supreme 
Being in whatever manner they pleafe. 

His royal highnefS patronifes letters, and has fettled liberal 
pentions on feveral men of merit; he is alfo the avowed fri 
of all focieties for the promotion of knowledge, aid particue 
larly that, the object of which is to encourage the cultivatioa 
@ natural philolophy throughout ‘the Daniih dominions. vt 
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private life his character is equally amiable ; he relieves, with 
promptitude and alacrity, the diitrefles of h.s father’s fubjects, 
and frequently releafes thofe unfortunate wretches who are 
immured in jails by hard-hearted and inexorable creditors. 
Nor is the honeft, but indigent, manufacturer excluded from 
his bounty; he has a ordered a table fervice of china to 
be made, ‘on which the Fierica Danica is to be painted after 
nature, and arranged according to the manner of the great 
Linnaeus. 

Letter 11. contains fome account of the literature of Den- 
mark ; as this is an interefting fubject, we fhall fubjoin an ex- 
tract. p. 38. 

‘ The poems of Ragnar Lodbrok, the Scandinavian Tyrtzus, 
are equal to his bravery: and the poem of Bodwar Biarka, a bard 
and hero at the court of Hrolfs Kraka, fo admirably tranflated 
by Saxo Grammaticus, the ornament of the martial reign of 
Waldemar the firtt, challenges the ftricteft examination of tate 
and genius. What has been in former ages may happen again, 
and it by no means follows, that, becaufe his royal highnefs has 
taken uporr himielf the arduous tafk of reitoring to his beloved 
people that generous fpirit and difcipline which have fo often 
won the glories ot, the well-contefted field [that it fhould be other- 
wife.) Literature and fciences are at prefent not neglected in 
Denmark, and the Danes are far from Glen flrangers to the di- 
vine influence of Minerva. The prince has fully thewn, that 
he is not infenfible of what conflitutes not only the real honour, 
but the happinefs of his country ; and that notwithitanding he 
devotes much of his time to the difcipline of his troops, in the 
end it will be found equally divided betwixt your Parnafflian fa- 
vourites, and the fons of Thor*. His royal highneis has en- 
tered at large into the views of his father, which he follows up 
with an ardour that borders upon enthufiafm. Under thefe au- 
ipicious beams we fee the Flora Danica expand and flourifh, and 
protiellor Vahl enrich the botanical garden of Charlottefburgh, 
with new treafures collected through Norway, Spain, and various 
parts of Africa, all of which have been defcribed and publithed 
in his Botanical Tour. The work of jbells, which Regenfus had 
begun with fuch an happy imitation of nature, that art might 
be faid to rival her in that refpect, is now continued by the Rev. 
John Hiernich Chemniz, the firft Conchyliologitt of our age, 
and Laurence Spengler, keeper of his majefty’s mufeum, a gen- 
tleman highly efteemed for his extenfive knowledge, and, what 
is better, univerfal philanthropy. , 

* But whilft natural philofophy is cultivated by a fociety of 
men, whofe patient refearches and ingenuity can only be equal- 
led by their amor patria, hiftory is whan, i to fay, that the that has 
tmbalmed the memory of others, is forgotten herfelf. The 


Scriptores Rerum Danicarum, of which the feventh volume will 


foon appear, is an undertaking, which, in point of corre¢tnefs 
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and elegance, may vie, nay excel, Muratori’s. ‘This of courte 
mut reflect honour on the editors Langebeck and Suhm’ 

We are told, that befides a royal fociety formed on the fame 
principles as thofe of London and Paris, there is alfo a fo. 
ciety for illuftrating the Scandinavian hiftory, and another for 
the promotion of Icelandic literature. 

Letter 111. treats of the Danifh language, which, it feems, 
is now patronifed by the court, and cultivated with equal afi. 
duity and fuccefs. 

Letter 1v. contains a flight furvey of the rife and progrefs 
of the polite arts in Denmark. We are teld, that the Danith 
kings have always gloried in protecting and encouraging even 
the moft feeble efforts of genius. Frederick 11. procured ar- 
tifts from every part of Europe, and left Cronenburgh and 
Frederickfburgh as a ftandard, even at this day, of talte and 
magnificence. This monarch was fucceeded by Chriftian ty, 
whofe love of painting, architecture, and ftatuary, can only 
be compared to his courage and magnanimity, which perhaps 
are unequalled. Not fatished with having reared the palaces 
of Rofenburgh and Joegerfburgh, he built the town of Chrif- 
tania in Norway; Chriftianfhaun contiguous to Copenhagen, 
and Chriftianftad, Chriftianopel and Gluckftad, in his Gere 
man provinces. As to his tafte for painting and fculpture, 
the pictures of Carl. Van Manderen, a Flemith artift, whom 
he invited to Denmark, and the fepulchral monuments, facred 
to the memory of his predeceffors Chriftian 111. and Fred- 
erick 11. in the cathedral of Rofkild, furnifh the moft ample 

roofs. 

Frederick 1v. a prince endowed by nature with uncom- 
mon fenfe, caught a tafte for the arts in his travels through 
Italy. Chriftian iv. followed the footfteps of his father, and 
under pretence of building a palace, invited the beft artifts of 
every denomination from abroad, who were protected and en- 
couraged by him. Frederick v. no fooner mounted the titrone, 
than he fhowed how anxious he was to improve and embellifh 
the capital. Copenhagen by his -means was enriched with 
the addition of 4 new quarter, called Fredericftad, which our 
author afferts, in point of architecture and fituation, rivals 
Portland-place. | 

The royal academy, which has experienced the patronage 
of three tucceeding monarchs, is dedicated to the improve- 
ment of painting, architecture, and fculpture. The prince 
royal is prefident of this inftitution, and the prefent director, 
Nicholas Abeldgaard, is a painter of uncommon merit. It is 
exprefsly forbidden by the ftatutes to admit an affuciate with- 
out afpecimen of his merits; and when any one is airxious 


to obtain this honour, whether he is a native or a foreigne’s 
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he muft firft lay it before the fenate, when, if it is found 
worthy of their approbation, it is carefully preferved and pub- 
licly exhibited in the apartments of the academy. 


re 





Art. xv. 4 Letier from Adrs. Gunning, addreffid to bh 
Grace the Duke of Argyll. 8vo. 147 pages. . Price 3s. 
fewed. Ridgway. 1791. 

Tue occurrences which gave rife to this publication havé 
lately engaged the converfation of the public, and furnifhed a 
é-uittul theme of fpeculation for the news-papers. 

The daughter of General Gunning is young, beautiful and 
accomplifhed, and as it has been indu{trioufly reported, was 
fome time fince wooed by two marquifies, the heirs apparent 
to two dukedoms, the one of which was beftowed on a brave 
and fortunate warrior in the reign of Anne, while the illuf- 
trious pofleflors of the other claim an alliance with the fove- 
reign of Scotand, from whofe bounty they received their 
honours. 

Occupying the firft ranks of fociety, and vifited and careffed 
by the higheit circles of fafhion, while all her relations con- 
eratulated themfelves with the profpect of feeing her in a 
thort time a /eppy and a titled bride, it was fuddenly whifpered 
that the young lady, from a fpirit of coguetry and ¢ntrigue, had 
forged letters purporting to be written from one of thofe young 
noblemen to herfelf; that fhe had bribed feveral of the fer- 
vants of the family to carry on the impofition, and counter- 
feited the hand writing, and even procured the feal of the D. 
of M. on purpofe to deceive her father. On this occafion 
General Gunning thinking that he had procured the moft au- 
thentic and undoubted proofs of his daughter’s fraud and du- 
plicity, ordered her to Jeave his houfe ; but her mother full 
convinced of her honour and innocence, and affifted by the 
generous liberality of the duchefs of Bedford, was determined 
to participate in her exile, and under the form of a letter ta 
the duke of Argyll, uncle to mifs Gunning, has now appealed 
to the public in juftification of her own character and that of 
her daughter. 

Mrs, Gunning opens her correfpondence with his grace by 
obferving, that furrounded, not by the declared but by the berde and 
determined enemies of her innocent daughter, fhe has but this 
one method of communicating her ideas to him. She then attacks 
the charaéter of mifs Gunning’s coufin, a lady to whole efforts, 
and thofe of her hufband, fhe afcribes the unhappy fituation ta 
Wwaich herfelf and daughter are now reduced, and then calls in 
the former untullied character of mifs Gunning, to difprove 
the fufpicions now raifed againft her innocence. 

‘ There is a gradation in wickednefs, my lord: can a, young 
Weature, juit turned of twenty-one, who has been the glory of her 

Y 3 family, 




























































































315 CHARACTERS AND ANECDOTES, 


family, beloved by her friends, revered by her acquaintance, adored 
by the children of poverty, and the fweet foother of difref 
wherever or whenever it made its claims upon her gentle heart, ™ 

alaces or in cottages, in robes or in rags ; ftill, as it was in cifref, 
the whole large ftock of her fympathetic kindnefs was ever open to 
iis demands. 

‘ Can a young creature who deferves this charaéter, and that the 
does deterve « there are many animated witnefles befides her flent 
aéticns, which have been uniformly good and virtuous, from the 
earlielt dawn of reafcn to the prefent hour of her affition: cag 
fuch a being as this, be fuppofed in a few fhort months, to forfeit 
all pretenfions even to common honelty, and I may add to common 
fenie? lf the had been the very wretch the is reprefented to be, her 
underfianding would have prevented her from making choice of a 
fool, for the confidant of her forgeries : and what end were thefe 
forgeries to anfwer? I cannot comprehend it!’ 

Mrs. Gunning fays that the general’s groom having been 
fent with a letter to (there is a blank in the pamphlet, 
but the perfon here alluded to is faid to be the head of a 
ducal family in Oxiordih're) he returned with an anfwer on the 
night of the shird of February, which from the direction, the 
feal, &c. all of which Mrs. Gunning carefully examined in 
the prefence of feveral witnefles, appeared to her to have been 
counterfeited. 





‘ The lecter which General Gunning’s groom brought from 
has been faid, and /aid too ty ber father, to have been 
one aigated and qwrittex by my daughter for the purpofe of impo- 
fition. This acculation amounts to the dire cherge of forgery, 
ceceit, and a fpecics of vanity, that I fhould fuppofe could never 
have entered a female breait, where the door of tolly as well as of 
vice, had not food cpen to receive it. I fuppofe your grace has 
heard my darling accufed of bribing her father’s groom as well as 
of her employing him in the conveyance of her forgeries. Had 
fhe forged the letter from the of , had fhe prevented the 
groom from going to , had fhe feduced him from the obedience 
due to his mafter, nodovbt a defcent from the fummit of honour, 
which had fo many years been her refidence, muft have been attended 
with fome dificulues ; and in fuch an incumbered path, and to 
fo young a traveller, wko had never before explored the deaten but 
intricate means of deception, fhe would have found no means of 
purfuing her journey without the aid of that cozds@or, whoie affit- 
ance on fach occ. fions cannot be difpenfed with. Where a groom 
is made uleful to intrigues of policy, this dagate//e may be admit 
ted, that without a ériée there can be no corruption, and without 
money there can be no bribe. ‘That the ever has been poffeffed 
of money fuficient for /uch undertakings is not in her disfavor; 
the has ever had fomething for the aid of goodnefs, but nothing 
tor the fupport or purpofes of vice. 
* Again, my lord, permit me to ak another queftion, by what 
magie the got poffefion of a feal, with the coreset and arms of 
that family, on whom it is alledged fhe has committed this dg/picable- 
fraud; how came fhe by the coronet and cypher of ——- 
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tranch of that mf honourable houfe? From any part of either 
family fhe could not even have procured the imprefiions of 
thoje feals, becaufe fhe does not know any but the principals of the 
famty But admit the pofibility of her having, by fome means 
or other not to b+ accounted for, got the impreffions of them, (fer 
[have not yet heard that my ange/ has been accufed of abfolutely 
tealing the feals themfelves) what a theme for a mother’s pen! 
‘Ver it does not Axmble me, on the contrary, ¥ never till moa have 
known the extent of my own confequence; and though always 
proud of my sreafure, never have | been half fo proud as during 
the ume of her unmerited and uxbcard of trials; it is to them I 
owe the difcovery of a thoufand of thofe perfeétions of the fou!, 
that adverfity, and adverfity only, can call into aétion.’ 

To the accufations brought again{t the purity and candour 
of mils Gunning’s conduct, that young lady has replied on oath; 
denied them all in the moft folemn and unequivocal manner ; 
and pledged ¢ her character in this world, and her everlafting 
falyation in the world to come,’ on the truth of her affeverations. 
We forbear, from a point of delicacy, to adduce any of the charges 
brought againft General Gunning by his lady, and have from 
the fome motive forborne the intertion of feveral paflages re- 
flecting on the honour of an officer and his wife, frequently 
alluded to, as they alfo have -frvern to the truth of their accu- 
fations, in regard to mifs Gunning. We {hall conclude this 
fubject, which as yet feems to be involved in inextricable myf- 
tery, by the infertion of two letters lately written by the ge- 
neral and his daughter, between whom, after the violence of 
the moment has abated, we truft that there will be a fincere and 


cordial reconciliation. 


Copy of General Gunning’s Letter to his Daughter. 


* Monpay Evenine, 

‘ From a heart that ftill feels moft fenfibly the affedtions of a 
father, for her who was dearly beloved, proceeds this letter; that 
afflicted father defires an interview with his unfortunate daughter, 
in which the may depend on having no more to fear than the work- 
ings of an anxious and perhaps over indulgent parent. The time 
and place of meeting is left entirely to her, who is even now dear 
to J. Gunninc.’ 


Copy of Mifs Gunning’s Anfwer to her Father. 


« Turn’d from your doors defencelefs, pennylefs, and robb’d by 
you of what is and ever will be dearer than my lifemmy charac- 
ter—{tipmatized for forgeries which thofe who really did forge the 
letters, and yeu fir, muff know | am as innocent of as heaven is 
free from fraud ; you whom I never offended in thought, word, or 
ceed, to caft me out upon the wide world as a guilty creature, when 
you know my heart would not have harboured a — tha: could 
have difhonoured you, myfelf or my fex; and afcer you have 
thrown me off, to purfue me as you would the bittereft of your 
enemies, to raife up falfe witnefles to crufh that child whom you 
fhould have protected with your Mo innocent as I again — 
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you krow me to be, even had J been guilty, which God be praifed 
J am not, fti!l you fhould have fcreened me, and your chatifements 
fhould have Lee: joftened by pity. You call me unfortunate, Lam 
unfortunate; who has raade me fo? 7 his unfortunate will never 


appear in your prefence ’tili you’ °c announced, and that in the 


moft public and moit unequiv> ©: manner, to the whole world, 

how much fhe has been wrenged by {candalous contrivances, .and 

unheard-of calumny. E. Gunnin,’ 
Oo, : 





ArT. xvi. Authentic Memoirs of Witham Auguflus Bowles, 
Efg; Ambaffador from the United Nations of Creeks and Che- 
rokeees, to the Court of London. Fools cap 8vo. price 2s. 
fewed. Faulder. 1791. 


Tue title of thefe fhort memoirs naturally raifed our ¢cu- 
riolity, and the author has contrived to keep it alive in rather 
an extraordinary manner till almoft the lait page, for we every - 
moment expected that the inflated preparatory clogiums would 
introduce the wonderful atchievements of the hero of the tale; 
but declamation fupplies the place of facts to the end of the 
Ciapter. T. 





Arr. xvi. Rights of Adan: being an Anfwer to Me. 
Burke’s Attack on the French Revelutian. By Thomas Paine, 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs to Congrefs, &c. and Author 
of Common Senfe, 8vo. p. 162. 3s. fewed. Jordan, 
I°gl- 

Jue public, or rather mankind in general, have very con- 
fiderable obligations to Mr. Burke, for bringing under review 
and.difcuffion in his celebrated publication, fo many topics of 
the higheft importance to human happinefs. Fortunately for 
the preient age, politics and government are no longer myfte- 
ries enveloped in the dark thades of divine right and feudal pre- 
judice ; in the prefent difpute men will be taught by their in- 
tereits to determine on which fide the force of argument pre- 
ponderates. 

The author of the prefent work brings into the field of con- 
troverly a name not Jefs celebrated than that of his dittinguifhed 
antagonift. It is unneceffary to inform our readers of the in- 
fluence which his celebrated pamphlet, entitled ¢ Common 
Senfe,’ is fuppofed to have had in producing the declaration of 
American independence. The felf-fame fpirit pervades the 
publication which lies before us. It forms, indeed, an eminent 

ontraft with that of his opponent. Each of them interefts 
our feelings, but ina different manner: elegant and declama- 
tory, Mr. Burke feduces us along by the charms of his ¢o- 

quence ; plain, but forcible, Mr. Baine carries us away Wi 
nim by the invincible energy of truth and feafe. Fanciful and, 
. excul- 
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excurfive, Mr. B. delights, the imagination by the beauty of 


his metaphors, and the fplendour of his ornaments ; while his 
opponent holds our judgment captive by the native vigour of 
his arguments, the originality of his {entiments, and the 
pointedne(s of his remarks. Mr. B. is the polifhed and playful 
courtier, who dances im his chains; Mr. Paine is the hea 
republican, who exults in his liberty, and treats with equal 
freedom the monarch and the peafant. In a word, without 
fubfcribing implicitly to every principle which our author ad- 
vances, we cannot in juftice withhold this teftimony to the 
work before us, that it is one of the moft curious, original, 
and interefting publitations, which the fingular viciffitudes of 
modern politics have produced. Independent of its value as a 
polemical work, it is truly excellent and ufeful in an hiftorical 
view. In it the fprings and fources of the French revolution 
are traced with the acutenefs and perfpicacity of a Tacitus ; his 
information bears its authority upon the face of it, and almoft 
convinces by the weight of its internal evidence. 

Mr. P. begins with remarking on the rude and uncivil man- 
ner in which Mr. B. has commenced an unprovoked attack. 
upon the national aflembly, while nejther they nor the people 
of France were troubling themfeives with the affairs of Lng. 
jand, or of the Englith parliament. He very happily ridicules 
Nr. B.’s pofitron, * that the people of England utterly difelaim 
the right of chooling their own governors, &c. and will refift 
the practical aflertion of it with their lives and fortunes,’ by 
oblerving, ‘that men fhould take up arms, and fpend their 
lives and fortunes, ot to maintajn their rights, but to main- 
tain that they have wef rights, is an entire new fpecies of dif- 
covery,’ &c. The mode which Mr. B. takes to prove this 
extraordinary pofition, Mr. P. obferves, is not lefs marvellous : 
‘ For his arguments are, that the perfons in whom thele rights 
did exift, are dead, and with them the right is dead alfo.’ In 
the fame pointed ftyle Mr. P. expofes the abfurdity of any paw 
liament, or body of men, pretending to bind or controul pof- 
terity to the end of time; and remarks, ‘that the vanity and 
prefumption of governing beyond the grave, is the moft in- 
folent of all tyrannies.’ 

Mr. P. terms Mr. Burke’s book, ‘a tribute of fear.” He 
fhews that it was not againft Louis xvith. but againft the def- 
potic principles of the government the nation revolted; that 
the government of France was a chain of defpotifm, and that 
this defpotifm was even moft intolerable in the uferior de- 
partments: in a word, that Mr. Burke might have been ia 
the Baftille his whole life, as well under Louis xvi. as Louis 
xIy. and that neither the one nor the other have known that 


tuch a man as My. B. ever exilted, Aft 
or’ 
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After remarking that Mr. B.’s book is not a work of argu. 
ment, but a mere dramatic performance, Mr. P. proceeds to g 
detail of the real ceujes which produced the violences which 
Mr. B. fo tragically laments. About a week before the ftorm. 
ing of the Baftille, a plot was forming, at the head of which 
was the count D’Artois, for demolifhing the national affem. 
bly, and feizing its members ; for this purpofe a large military 
force, chiefly confifting of foreign troops, was collected under 
marfhal Broglio, ‘a high-flying ariftocrat, cool, and capable 
of every mifchief.’ 

« The abp. of Vienne (continues Mr. P. p. 27.) was at this time 
prefident of the national aflembly ; a perion too old to undergo the 
‘cene that a few days, ora few hours, might bring forth. Aman 
of more activity, and bolder fortitude, was neceilary ; and the na- 
tional aflembly chofe (under the form of a vice-prefident, for the 
prefidency fill refided im the archbifhop) M. de la Fayette; and this 
1s the only inftance of a vice-prefident being chofen. It was at 
the moment that this itorm was pending (July 11.) that a de- 
claration of rights was brought forward by M. de la Fayette, 
and is the fame which is alluded to in page 15. It was hattily 
drawn up, and makes only a part of a more extenfive declara- 
tion of rights, agreed upon and oe afterwards by the na- 
tional aflembly. The particular reafon for bringing it forward 
at this moment, (M. de la Fayette has fince informed me) was, 
that if the national affembly fhould fall in the threatened deitruc- 
tion that then furrounded 1t, fome traces of its principles might 
have the chance of furviving the wreck. 

‘ Every thing now was eee to acrifis. The event was 
freedom or flavery. On one fide, an army of nearly thirty thou- 
fand men; on the other, an unarmed body of citizens; for the 
citizens of Paris, on whom the national afiembly muft then imme- 
diately depend, were as unarmed and as undifciplined as the citi- 
zens of London are now.—The French guards had given ftrang 
fymptoms of their being attached to the national caufe ; but their 
numbers were f{mall, not a tenth part of the force that Broglio 
cémmanded, and their officers were in the intereft of Broglio. 

* Matters being now ripe for execution, the new miniftry made 
their appearance in office. ‘The reader will carry in his mind, 
that the Baitille was taken the rath of July: the point of time 
J am now fpeaking to, ts the 12th. Immediately on the news of 
the change of miniftry reachutg Paris in the afternoon, all the 
sta}-heules and places of entertainment, fhops and houfes, were 
fhut up. ‘The change of miniiry was confidered as the prelude 
of hottilities, aud the opinion was rightly founded. 

* The tereign troops began to advance towards the city. The 
Prince de Lambefc, who commanded a body of German cavalry, 
approached by the Piace of Lewis XV. which conneés itfelf 
with fome of the ilreets. In his march, he infulted and ftruck 
wn old man with his fword. ‘The French are remarkable for their 
retpect to old age, and the infoleace with which it appeared to be 
pone, uniting with the general fermentation they were m, Pm 
uce 
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dsced a powerful effect, and a cry of To arms! to arya {-fpread 
itle!t td a moment over the city, 

+ Arms they had none, nor fcarcely any who knew the ufe of 
them: but defperate refolution, when every hope is at itake, 
{upplies, for a while, the want of arms. Near where the prince 
in F arnbes was drawn up, were large piles of ttones colleéted 
for building the new bridge, and with thefe the people attacked 
the cavalry. A party of the French guards, upon hearing the 
or ruthed from their quarters and joined the people; and 

ig ht coming on the cavalry retreated. 

: The fireets of Paris, being narrow, are favourable for defence ; 
and the loftinefs of the houfes, contiiting of many ttories, trom 
which great annoyance might be given, fecired them againtt 


nocturnal e enterprifes ; and the night was fpent in providing 
themnfelves with every fort ot weapon they could make or pro- 
cure: guns, fwords, black-finiths h ammers, Carpenters axes, roa 


, pikes, halberts, pitchtorks, fpits, clubs, &c. &c. 
‘ OT] 1¢ incredib e numbers with which they ailembled the next 


morning, and the fill more incredible refolution they exhibited, 
embarraffed and aftonithed their enemies. Little did the new 
minuiry expe: t fuch a falure. Accuftomed to llavery themiclves, 


they had no idca that liberty was capable of fuch infpiration, or 
that a body of unarined citizens would dare to face the military 
force of thirty thoufand men. Every moment of this day was 
employed in collecting arms, concerting plans, and arranging 
thet nfelves into the beit order which fuch an inftantaneous move- 
ment could afford. Broglio continued lying round the city, but 
mace no further advances this day, and the fucceeding night 
patied i with as much tranquility as fuch a fcene could pofhibly 
pree uce. 

‘ But defence only was not the object of the citizens. They 
had a caufe at fiake, on which depend ed their freedom or their 
flavery. They every moment expected an attack, or to hear of 
one made upon the nagional aflembly ; and in fach a fituation, 
the moii prompt meafures are fometimes the beft, The object 
_ now prefented itfelf, was the Baflulle; and the eclat of carry- 
ing fuch a fortrefs in the face of fuch an army, could not fail 
to ttr.ke a terror into the new mere who had f{carcely yet had 
ime to meet. By fome j intercepted correfpondence this morning, 
it Was difcovered, that the mavor of Paris; M. Deffleffelles, who 
appe ared to be in their intereit, was betraying them; and from 
this difcovery, there remained no doubt that Broglio would rein- 
force the Baftille the enfuing evening. It was therefore necef- 
fary to attack it that day ; but before this could be done, it was 
firit neceflary to procure a better fupp! ly of arms than they were 
the n pofieffed of, 

There was adjoining to the city, a large magazine of arms 
depoibee d at the hofpital “of the invalids, which the citizens fum- 
moned to furrender; and as the place was not defenfible, nor 
attempted much defence, they foon fuccee ded. Thus fupplied, 
they marched to attack the Baflille; a va% »ixed multitude of all 
aces, and of all degrees, and armed with all forts of weapons: 


}magination would fail in defcribing to itfelf the aon 4 
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fuch a procell oa, and of the anxiety for the events which a few 
hours é a few minutes might produce. What plans the minitiry 
was forming, were as unknown fo the people within the city, 28 
what the c3tiz eps were doing was unknown to them; and what 
a ogg Eroglio might make for the fupport or relief of the 
pl: ace, wei tothe citizens equally as unknown. All was my ftery 
and h weet, 

Jt is well known, that the taking of the Baftille was the im- 
mediate confequence of this enthutiafm of liberty. The enter- 
prife broke up the new minittry, and the troops of Brog] 10 
difperfed. In this contett more of the citizens fel] than. of 
their opponents ; four or five perfons were inftantly feized by 
the populace, and put to death. With refpeét to the cruelty 
ef expofing their heads on fpikes, &c. Mr. P. remarks, that 
they only took a Ieflon from the old government, ¢ the heads 
fluck upon fptkes, which remained for years upon Temple- 
bar, ditiered nothing in the horror of the icene from thofe car- 
ried about upon {pikes at Jaris.’ 

Mr. P. objects to his opponent’s ftatement of the tranfac- 
tions of tie sth and 6th of Oct. that ‘he ( b,)} begins this 
account by omitting the only facts, which a a caitules are known 
to be true.” ‘Thefe were principally, the sitevencin excited by 
~ delay manifefted by the king, when requefted ‘to fanétion 

he dectoration of rights: and the outrageous conduct of the 
paths du corps, in trai npling x on the national cockade, &c. Our 
author intimates, that the enemies of the revolution were more 
forward in provoking this riot than its friends, and that many 
of them infinuated themfelves among the mob. ‘Their object 
was, by exciting tumult, to afiord the kin g an excufe and op- 
portunity for eieaping to Metz. As oon as it was known, 
that a wtxed multitude had fet off from Paris to Verhailles, M. 
de la Fayette fet off after them, with 20,000 of the Paris militia; 
and happily arrived time enough to prevent any mifchtief: all 
was quieted by his arrival, and the only inconvenience was, that 
a: there were not houfes enough to receive the people in Ver- 
failles, vaft numbers were obliged to take up their abode in the 
ftrees, &c. during the night, p. 41, 

© Ja this ftate matters patted ull the break of day, when a frefh 
difturbance arofe from the cenfurable condué& af fome of both 
parucs, tor fuch charatiers there will be in all fuch feenes. One 
of the Garde da Corps appeared at one of the windows ot the pa- 
lace, and the people who had remained during the night in the 
firects accofied him wi th rev iling y and provocative language. ln- 
fiead of retiring, asin fucha cafe prudence would have dictated, 
be preiented his mutker, fired, and killed one of the Paris militias 
The peace being thus broken, the people rufhed into the palace 
im quefi of the offender. They attacked the quarters of the 
Garde de Corps within the palace, and purfued them throughout, 
the aycnues of it, and to the apartinents of the king. On this 
tumult, 
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tumult, not the queen only, as Mr. Burke has reprefented it, 
put every perfon in the palace, was awakened and alarined ; and 
M. de la Fayette had a iecond time to interpofe between the par- 
tics, the event of which was, that the Garde du Cergs put on thé 
national cockade, and the matter ended as by oblivion, after the 
lofs of two or three lives. 

‘ During the latter part of the time in which this confufion 
was acting, the king and queen were in public at the balcony, 
and neither of them concealed for fafety’s fake, as Mr. Burke 
infinuates. Matters being thus appeafed, and tranquillity re- 
fored, a general acclamation broke forth, of Le Ro! &@ Parit— 
Te Roi a Paris—The king to Paris. It was the flout of peace, 
and immediately accepted on the part of the king. By this mea- 
fure, all future projects of trepanning the king to Metz, and 
fetting up the ttandard of oppofition to the conftitution, were 
prevented, and the fufpicions extinguifhed. ‘The king and his 
tamily reached Paris in the evening, and were congratulated on 
their arrival by M. Bailley the mayor of Paris, in the name of 
the citizens. Mr. Burke, who throughout his book confounds 
things, perfons, and principles, has in his remarks on M. Bail- 
ley’s addrets, contounded time allo. He cenfures M. Bailey 
for calling it, ** w2 bon your,” a good day. Mr. Burke fhould 
have informed himfelf, that this tcene took up the {pace of two 
days, the day on which it began with every appearance of danger 
and mitchief, and the day on which it terminated without the 
mifchiefs that threatened ; and that it is to this peaceful termi- 
nation that M. Bailley alludes, and to the arrival of the king at 
Paris. Not lefs than three hundred thoufand perfons arranged 
themfelves in the proceifion from Verfailles to Paris, and not an 
act of moleftation was committed during the whole march.’ 

As Mr. B. has, * with his ufual outrage,’ called the French 
declaration of the rights of man, * paltry and blurred theets of 
paper about the rights of man,’ Mr. Paine enters into a very 
able defence of thefe rights, and proves, that antiquity is uo 
fanction to error.—* Man did not enter (fays he) into fociety, 
to become worfe than he was before, nor to have lefs rights 
than he had before, but to have thofe rights better fecured.’ 
He deicribes three fources of government; 1. Superftition, 2. 
Conquetts, and 3. The common intereft of fociety and common 
rights of man. Into the two former of thefe, Mr. P. refolves 
mott of the exifting governments of Europe; that of England 
he confiders as a government by conqueft, viz. by the Norman 
William, and he traces with much ingenuity many paras of 
our government into this fource, fuch as Mr. Burke’s favou- 
rite language, * our fovereign lord, &c.’ After this, our aue 
thor draws a comparifon between the new conftitution of 
France, and that of England; greatly, it muft be confefied, im 
favour of the former, particularly with refpect to equal repre- 
fentation, the game laws (which are aboiifhed in France), the 
chartered monopolies, the exclufion of place-men and penfit 
oners 
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oners from the legiflature, the right of peace and war refiding 
in the nation, &c. On the fubject of Aitles, Mr. Paine argues, 
that as foon as a people become enlightened, thefe will natu. 
rally fall into contempt, and that it is ablurd to lament the Jo 
of what fociety concurs to ridicule. The evils of ariftocracy 
are next pointed out with uncommon poignancy of remark and 
force of reafon, among thefe primogeniture holds the firft rank, 
the extreme folly and &: yuttice of which Is completely dicnaitt 
ftrated, if it could be faid to need demonftration. Unneceffary 
offices, &ec. are created, Mr. P. obfe F¥eS, in order to provide 
for the younger chil sed of great families, who by the law of 
primogeniture, are literally begga irs. The good policy alfo of 
a ‘corporation of a:iftocracy,’ (a houfe of lords) as reafoned 
againft with equal force and freedom. 

"From this topic Mr. Paine purfues Mr. B. to that of the 
clergy, and here it is neceflary to correct the mif-ftatements of 
Mr. B. and his vindicator. ‘The latter would infinuate, that 
fome of the clergy are /owered to 40). per ann.—Now the fact 
is, that the poorer clergy are all raz/ed to sol. per ann. and the 
rich benefices curtailed in fome degree. The higheft permitted 
in France are from 20001. to 3000). per ann. 

The caufes and progrefs of the French revolution are next 
detailed with much perfpicuity and acutenefs. Mr, P. terms 
it * the confequence of a mental revolution priorily exiiting 
in France.’ The caufes were, in the firit place, the writings 
of able and eminent men in favour of liberty; next to thefe 
the fhare France took in the American war, which taught the 
I'rench foldiers, &c. a leflon of liberty; we may add the en- 
ceavours of that eftimable patriot, M. de la Fayette. The 
derangement of the French finances immediately followed the 
war, and to the [pirtt of the French parliaments ‘and nation in 
refufing to regifier or pay taxes, the revolution may be immedi- 
ately Sets, ed. The calling of the notables and their diflo- 
lution, as well as the fu: mmoning of the ftates-general, is ac- 
curately detailed, but the hiitory of thefe events is too various 
to admit even of abridgment. By the hiftory of the early 
proceedings of the national aflembly, and the difficulties with 
which it had to contend, that refpectabie body is completely 
vindicated from the afperfions of Mr. B. and the moderation 
with which they treated their vanquifhed enemies is the moft 
perfect comme ndation of their humanity. 

After tating at large the French declaration of rights, with 
fome judicious remarks upon it, Mr. P. proceeds, in a mifcel- 
laneous chapter, to reply to fome other pofitions of his antago- 
nitt. * he confufion and contradiftion in Mr. Burke’s book,’ 
Mr. B. accounts for, by obferving, that * when a man in a 
Jong caufe attempts to fleer his courfe by any thing elfe than 
fome polar truth or principle, he is fure to be lof,"—-Thus Mr. 


5 B. 
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5. in one place afferts government £ to be a contrivance of hum 
san wifdom,’ and in another part of his book virtually denie} 
is to be fo Mr. B. aflerts, thar * the Revolution Society, 
neither collectively nor individually, have a fingle vote for a 
king among them.—Now Mr. Paine obferves, that there are 
feveral members of parliament in the Revolution Society, and 
Vr. B. himfelf owns, that by a vote of Parliament the houle 
ef Brun{wick fits upon the throne. 

Our author very fuccefsfully ridicules Mr. B.’s expreffian 
of the king holding his crown in contempt of the Revolution 
Society: p. 124. 

‘ When Mr. Burke fays that “* His Majefty’s heirs and fuccef- 
fors, each in their time and order, will come to the crown with 
the fame contempt of their choice with which his majefty has fue- 
ceeded to that he wears,”’ itis faying too much even to the hum- 
bleft individual in the country ; part of whofe daily labour goes 
cowards making up the million tterling a year, which the coun- 
try gives the perfon it itiles a king. Government with info- 
lence, is defpotifin } but when contempt is added, it becomes 
worfe ; and to pay for contempt, is the excefs of flavery. This 
{fpecies of government comes from Germany ; and reminds me of 
what one of the Brunfwick foldiers told me,. who was taken pri- 
foner by the Americans in the late war: ** Ah!” faid he, ** Ame- 
rica is a fine free country, it is worth the people’s fichting for ; 
| know the difference by knowing my own; in my country, if 
the prince fay, Eat ftraw, we eat ftraw.”’-—God help that coun- 
try, thought I, be it England or elfewhere, whofe liberties are 
to be protected by German principles of government and princes 
et Brunfwick.’ 

When Great Britain accepted a foreign king, Mr. Paine 
remarks, it ought at leaft to have ftipulated for the abandon- 
ment of Hanover, and in fupport of this aflertion, he adduces 
many very forcible arguments, ‘lhe popularity of the. prefent 
government in England, he accounts for by the general indig- 
nation of the people againft the coalition; with refpect to 
the regency bufinefs he remarks, ¢ that both Mr. Pitt, and 
Mr. Fox, took hereditary ground, and Mr. Pitt took the wortt 
of the two.’ 

The houfe of Commons Mr. Paine very properly ttyles ‘the 
organ, or inftrument, of the nation; (even fuppofing it fairly 
elected) but he obferves, * that the minifter, on all national 
queftions, fo far as they refer to the houfe of commons, ab~ 
forbs the rights of the nation into the organ, and makes the 
organ into a nation, and the nativn itfelf into a cypher,” Op 
thefe and fimilar premifes he denies, that the Englifh nation 
have a conftitution; whenever the funding fyftem mbhteceiy 
a fhake, that is, whenever the people find it inconvenient 
raife any new taxes, then he obferves, the people will-proba- 
bly claim a conflitution. 
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¢ The inftance of France under the former government, thew; 
that it is impoffible to compel the payment of taxes by force 
when a2 whole nation is determined to take its ftand upon that 
ground.’ p. r4r. 

After correcting fome other of Mr. B.’s miftakes, Mr, P. 
ftates how very confiderably the National Affembly have im. 
proved the national hnances: p. 149. 

¢ Notwithitanding the late government could not difcharge the 
current expences, the prefent government has paid off a great 

art of the capital. This has been accompltihed by two means ; 
the one by leflening the expences of government, and the other by 
the fale of the monattic and eccletiaitical landed eftates.’ p. 150. 

¢ In confequence of the revolution, the annual intereft of the 
debt of France will be reduced at leaft fix millions fterling, by 
paying off upwards of one hundred millions of the capital : which, 
with leflening the former expences of government at leaft three 
millions, will place France in a fituation worthy the imitation of 
Europe. 

‘ on a whole review of the fubje&, how vaft is the con- 
trait ! While Mr. Burke has been talking of a general bankrupt- 
cy in France, the National Aflembly has been paying off che ca- 
pital of its debt; and while taxes have increafed near a million 
a-year in England, they have lowered fevcral millions a-year in 
France. Nota word has either Mr. Burke or Mr. Pitt faid about 
French atfairs, or the flate of the French finances, in the prefent 
{eflion of parliament. The fubject begins to be too well under. 
fiood, pin | a ferves no longer.’ 

Mr. P. very farcaftically entertains himfelf with the idea of 
a mixed government, or a government of this, that and r other. 
He remarks, that ‘ when there is a part of government that 
can do no wrong, it implies, that it does nothing, and is only 
the machine of another power.’ Government, he obferves, is 
nothing more than the management of the affairs of a nation; 
any abfolute claims to this management he treats as prepofte- 
rous.—He notices the plan of Henry the 4th, for eflablifhing 
a European congreis for the adjuftment of difputes, and the 
prevention of war.—-\r. P. concludes his pamphlet in the fol- 
lowing words: p, 162. 

* From what we now fee, nothing of reform in the political 


world ought to be held improbable. It is an age of revolutions, 
an which every thing may be looked tor. The intrigue of 


courts, by which the fyftem of war is kept up, may provoke a 
confederation of nations to abolifh it: and a European congrefs, 
go patronize the progrefs of free government, and promore the 
civilization of nations with each other, isan event nearer im pro- 
bability, than once were the revolutions and alliance of France 
and America.’ 

To 40 complete juftice to this fingular production, our ct- 
traéts muft have been much longer, but our readers will per- 
ceive, that we have already exceeded our ufual limits. 


ART. 
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Art. xvill. Brief Reflexions upon the Liberty of the Britifh Sub 
in an Addrefs to the Right Hon. Edmund Burke. Occa- 
joned by bis late Publication on the Revolution in France. By 
john Butler. Canterbury. 8vo. 144 pages. Price 2s. 

Stalker. 1791. 

THERE are two fpecies of enthufiafin, each of which we 
fhould be equally {tudicus to avoid. ‘The one party fees no- 
thine but defect in the conftitution of Britain, nor admires even 
in theory the beautiful fabrick. “lhe other admits of no error 
whatever exifting in the laws or conttitution, allows of no ne- 
cefity for reformation in any one particular, pleads prefcription 
in favour of old abufes, and juitihes new ones by fome fancied 


} 


analogy, or legal fophiftry. ‘The truth appears to us to lie 
between the two extremes. The conititution of Great Bri- 
tain atfords an excellent bafis for public happinefs, and were 
a few errors and abufes removed, fuch as the inequality of taxes, 
the imprefling of feamen, the expences of law fuits, the in- 
tolerable evils of fuits in equity, -the no-law of libels, &c. no 
nation would have greater caufe for exultation than the people 
of England. 

Mr. Butler muft be confidered as one of the people addreffing 
a fenator of Britain. He obferves that the intrigues of ca- 
binets have frequently done more michief by a fingle rafh de- 
cifion than all that has been done in the French revolution. 
He inftances the late American war; and remarks, that how- 
ever our parliament may be compofed, they certainly have not acted 
more wifcly or difintereftedly than Mr. B, fuppofes the Na- 
tional Aflembly of France to have done. He defends the in- 
(erior clergy of France, who he afferts were greatly more efti- 
mable and more efteemed than the fuperior orders. He re- 
marks that we have laws and cuftoms among us, which are 
a dilgrace to a free nation; and in{tances the oppreflion which 
is experienced from corporations in general. He retorts 
keenly on Mr. B.’s charge of a itock-jobbing adminiftration 
in France, by inftancing the abufes of our funds, the lotteries, 
tontines, Nc. and adds, that our property is made the {port of 
minifterial tools, and our liberty redyeed to a non-entity. 

Mr. B. notices with fome afperity the abfurdity of the law 
which would ¢ prove truth a liar,’ and which profeiles © to pu- 
nifh the folemn teftimonies of facred truth.’ He complains 
that the people of this country ‘ are bought and fold like an 
ox ;’ and ftates fome atrocious inftances ef improper influence 
at elections, ‘The weight of taxes, Mr. B. fhews, is laid in 
this ¢ ountry on the poor, and ftates fome dreadful cafes relative 
to the tyranny of exctfemen, particularly two a¢tua! murders by 
theie officers of revenue, who efcaped with impunity. The 
game laws do not efcane our author’s apimadvertion 5 and of 
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prefs warrants he afferts, that * he who iffues out fuch dreadful 
‘ers does but fign the death-warrants of fo many innocent 
ns; and thote who execute fuch commands are more 
picable characters than Ji ick Catch.’ ‘The feverity of fome 
taxes, particularly that on light, is reprobated by Mr. B. as 
wel: as the narrow principles on which our poor laws are 
executed, and particularly thet which prohibits a poor man from 
removing tian a parifh where he is ftarving, to one where he 


ermitted to fettle. 


~ 


might earn his bread were he p 

The venality of the bar is next expofed, from which our 
author deduces this fact, that, contrary to magna ch: rtd, juttice 
é actually dexeht and fold in this country, the jury being ge- 
nerally influenced by the beit advocate, who is always at the 
acvotion of the hig eit bidder. 

Many other abufes are noticed by our author, who, though 
1 very indifferent writer, is certainly a perfon of excellent 
ienfe, and one who has thought much upon conftitutional 





ART. XIx. OdD/ervations on the Richt Hon. Edmund Burke's 
Paniphlet, on the § tbyeét of thi French Revolution. by B. 
Bousheld, Efq. 8vo. 54 pages. Price 1s. 6d. Dublin 
printed. London reprinted. Johnfon. 1791. 

‘THis pamphlet having original 


’ . 
7 oe ; ‘ , 
y made its appearance in 
: 
“Ae ehar °e4 
another ki: 


rl, ' , ] bl on wtnes tis Leet 
izdom, many Oo; tic “rema} KS «@ na OviervVvaltteiUs W Lica 


[> Miata as o iP mauandil an Ramin ne wat > ec 4 : 
it Conta! > | h ive Oi ‘ urs oeenNn ‘ Lil cipated In this. Mr. 5 a 


iS however an orrginal writer, and his publication is worthy 


the permuias OF th WI0 May poOicis a g ‘neral | cnowledge ot 
; ‘ ws . _ 4% . a . “<s 

the fubje&t. We prefume Mr. Burke is by this time tolerably 
’ . > - Pe } .“ ] -~ : . 
fhamed of his inflated and abfurd account of the queen of 
= ,' 7. | oe ye unfuccefsful ridicule of that 
Taliite. it ULE Vo tals” i> AO Urnaucceisrul rigicule ol bare 
fr t iT: 

CALL aA’ ‘ ‘ i bet . 
P.22. * It is of no erial CML a except to round 


* P ' . , 1% 2 ; . 
the period, how manv % s have 


lapted fince I faw the queen 
France; but when I] ha: 


t ‘Foes our and that happinefs, fhe 

did not appear to me anv thing * like a vilion ;” fhe fecmed to 

: : matter as any of her fex, finely 
moulded, and harmon b] ned She was not a phantom 

inc the em! he moved, wherever fhe looked, 
whomever fhe touched, fhe certai nly animated and enchanted. 

he cid t cem fearcely to touch this orb.”” On 

red cling to the world, and the world 

to her. ‘* ‘To her title to veneration fhe added enthufiaft tic, not 





gciitant io 5 v iot then oblived to « arry the fharp ane 
tidote againit diferace. At that time, in the vagious conficts 
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of hex life, it was not to the point « of the dagger fhe applied 
for confolation and relief. ‘There was no dreaming in thofe 
all was realitv; her happy flumbers were not difturbed 
by a band of rufhans and affaffins reeking with blood ;” thén all 
was hufhed, her virtues were truly ** amiable.”? Gracious with 
her equals, f familiar with her inferiors.x—Her attachments were 
ot the clofett and ftrongett nature: generous and unfulpicious, 
eafy of acecefs, and not knowing how to refufe, fhe dealt out 
her royal favours with protute liberality.—-Never did any queen of 
France with more muniticence compentate good fervices, or re- 
ward great astions.x—The Livre Kouge abundantly teitifies her 


9 
A;:UCia@lil)e 


_ —— 





a 


ART. XX. Ef ‘if prique &F Raifonne fur la Revolution de 
france en I 759 9 I TQ OU Lettre a Madame * * * — ls /Jay 
on the Eaake 10m iM Piauce, Sc. 8vo. 238 pages. Price 
ss. fewed. pee tin 1790 Faulder. 1791. 

THe author of this tract affumes, at the outfet, an air of 
moderation. He allows that the late government of France 
was unequal, that the nobles and clergy were confidered as the 
lole pillars of the monarchy, and the people as a pedeftal made 
only to fupport the column. That the inconfiderate wars and 
pompous folly of Louis xrv. occafioned the decline of the go- 
vernment and finances, that thefe evils were increafed by the 
profligacy of his fucceffor, that the Baftille was peopled with 
unfortunate wretches, confined only on fufpicion, and that the 
weight of taxes was infupportable. 

Our author, however, foen difcovers the cloven foot of ari- 
flocracy, when he Jays it down as a fundamental polimon—— 
| m1/{1on VS the firtt duty of a citizen” He compares 
the Parilians to the Druids, who facrifced human victims (une 
fortunately for the compartfon, the JJruids were tne ruling 
powers and not the people); he calls them cannibals, and the 
national guards affaffins; he afferts, that the Count D’ Artois 
lade his e{cape merely to fave the nation trom a ftain which 
id never be effaced; he terms the French declaration of 
rights * a moft dangerous morfel,’ and the night of the fourth 
of Auguit, * the night of dupes.” He condemns the a 2bolition 
0; tvthes as an infringement on the order of Maita! and (can 
it be credited ?) ferioufly adds, that by this rafh ftep, the 
nation loft the prayers of the church for a good harveft; he ex- 
tols the knglifh government as a mode! of perfection, and par 
t cularly inftances the game laws! he condemns the abolition 
of the {alt tax; he allows that the ultimate fovercignty refides 
In the nati ion, but adds, as a dtitie qua ilification, that it is a right 
UCN cught NEVER to be exercifed; an mh ET he confiders 
ane of the elements of government; he afierts that the 
“unken orgies.of the king’ S guards, which produced the dif- 
2 orders 
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orders of the fifth of October, Was the a ray Of light which 
beamed upon the kingdom of France. He gives an excellent 
and liberal admonition to the fovereigns of Europe * to beware 
and check that fpirit of independence which is at prefent fo 
predominant in the people.” The Marquis de Favras, he re. 
marks, died with the fame fortitude as a Balmerino anda Levat; 
aud adds, that as he only zmtended a counter-revolution, be 
ought not to have been punifhed for his zatention. ‘The wort, 
however, of all the national aflembly has done:was, permitting 
the foldiery to make ufe of their :cafon. 

The facts of this author appear fearcely lefS fufpicious than 
his principles. In {peaking of the meafures which preceded the 
deftruction of the Baftille, not one word is faid of the new mi- 
niftry. He denies that M. Launay ever fired upon the peo. 
ple ; the whole of the diforders of the fixth of July he ftates to 
be a plot of the Orleans party, who bought up the corn, 
which they threw into the Seine, in order to produce an 
aitificial famine! Inconfiitency is ever the concomitant of 
error! for, after ridiculing M. de la Fayette for advancing at 
the head of 30,000 men to attack 500 who could make no re- 
jittance, he torgets himfelf in a few pages, and afferts that thefe 
§00 guards could calily have put the whole national militia to 
Hight, had they been permitted to act. 

[t is but juftice to add, that this pamphlet is artfully and 
elegantly written. It is but fair to remark, alfo, that we have 
traced in this publication all Mr. Burke’s information on the 
affairs of France, moft of his fentiments, and many of his 
Witticiims, which are copied verbatim. Here we find the fub- 
fiance of his famous paradox, that in proportion as certain 
maxims are metaphylically true, they are practically falfe. The 
fame ridicule is thrown on the divifion of the kingdom into 
feparate republicks. The fame falfe information is conveyed 
refpecting the murder of the queen’s guards, &c. Xc. 

The French patriots may colle&t fome inftruétion even from 
their enemies. For inftance, we fear there is too much truth 
in this author’s obfervation, that ¢ had it not been for the croud 
of advocates who have feats in the national affembly, the trial by 
jury would have becn adopted in civil as well as in criminal 
cales.’ 





ART. xXJ. ddrefs of the National Ajembly of France to the 
People: foewing what they have already done, what they furt oer 
intend, and anfwering their Calumniators. With an Appendix, 
confiling of fuch authentic Documents as explain more fully the 
Changes in Government alluded to in this Addrefs. The whole 
pitjenting a clear and foort view of the late Revolution in Frantt, 
and of the Principles on which the new Conftitution is founded. 
evo. 71 pages. Price as. Ridgway. 1790. 


TH 











Review of Argumients in Favour of Impeachment, &e. 


Tuts fimple collection of {tate papers contains a fatisfactory, 
at the fame time, authentic indication of the French re- 
lution. In anfwer to the queftion—* what has been done?’ 

tne aflembly ftate, that they have traced with a firm and fteady 
hand the pr inciples of the conftitutio: ae they have reftored 


to the nation the right of decreeing its own taxes—that they 
have abolifhed all oppreffive privileges—embodied a national 
euar —deftroyed 1 all feudal hardfhips—annihilated all arbi: trary 


orders, lettres de cachet, &c pairs ited the mode of election 
abol ‘hed the ne of offices in the magiftracy—corrected 
the criminal code om laws—rendered the pud slick de bts facred, 
and difcharged a part of them—abolifhed the falt tax=ereduced 


the penfion lift, &e. BR. 





Arr. xxtt. Offictal Papers relative to the — ute between the 
Courts of Great Britain azd Spain, on the Subject of the Ships 
captured in Nootka Sound, and the Nes ‘octaiden that followed 

thereon 3 togeth x with the Proceed: ngs f both Houfes of Par , 
liament on the King’s MelJag é; to whic ‘, are added, the Re- 
port of AL. de Mirabe ii, and the fubjequent Devens of the 
Natisnal Affembly of France on the Family Compact. 8vo. 
p. 100. Pr. as. Od. Debrett. 1790. 

Tus pamphlet contatns all the information that has been 
publifhed relative to the caufe of our difpute with Spain, and 
the confequent proceedings of the two Courts, as far as they 
were pleated to make them known. 





Ari xxl. Letters lately publifhed in the Dr ™ on the Sub- 
of the prefent Difpute with Spain, under the Signature of 
Wiehe 8vo. p.1or. Pr. rs. 6d. Kear fioy, 790. 


THis author takes up the pen as the champion of Old Eng- 
land, in defiance of a newipaper writer, who had endeavoured 
to bla: ken the character of the miniftr VY, and to fupport the 
pretentions of the Spaniards. Verus appears to be well acquainted 
with the politics of the two nations, and contidering that he is 
anfwering ‘ flander and calumny,’ his language Is temperate 
= candid. He fupports the Britith claims as publiflied in 
ne Kine’s me ‘lage, declaration, &c. &c. &c. and vindicates 
the conduct of the miniftry. C. C, 





Arr. xxiv. Review of the Arguments in Favour of the Cone 
linuance of Impe acho mts, notwithftanding a i geen By 
a Barrifter. 8vo. p. 182. Pr. 2s. Clarke. 1791. 


Tse author of this review, very candidly acknowledges, that 


the createft part of the facts and arguments here contained, 
Z 3 are 
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an 


are drawn from the late important debates in the -houfe of com. 


mons. He obferves, that * whenever a great conftitutional 


“ ; F ’ — ‘ 
quettion aries, if 18 Of 10 ne i! nport tan@e that the er OU! nds and 
} “ S 
-rvum Pots unon whic h if may be fuppofed Gg tk » he ive bee: n de cided 
| baw | 


, 
Ghoul OS iaiu before the pul lic in 


fome more connected form, 

than the unfaithful reports of various {pe ches in different de. 
bates can preferve.” We readily coincide with this o; pinion, 
and tuink that the end propofzd has been fuily attained in the 


f ies ar he Be Fa >srier 
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ArT. xxv. Some Account of the Shrew/bury Houfe of Induftry, 
its E/lablifhbment a | Regulations ; with Hints to thofe Re 
may have fimilar Inf fitutions in View. By J. Wood. Te 
which is added; the Second E ‘sion of the Bye-Laws and Or- 
dinances es of the faid Houfe. 8vo. g2 pages. Price 1s. 6d. 
“po lan. 1791. 

Vien | complicated evils arifing from the prefent defe@ive 
{yitem of | the poor laws in this Country, have been long a 
fubject of complaint, and the very heavy and encreafing bur- 
den of parochial taxes, is feverely felt in moft parts of the 
kingdom. But it is not the expence only occafioned by 
that fyftem by which induftry is taxed for the relief of 


C 

diitrefs, that is the moft formidable part of it; for as the au- 
thor juitly obferves, the morals of the poor become contami- 
nated by the very means provided by the laws for their 


‘ Tt is too evident that while the poor are fupported in idlenefs, 
they will be averie to labour: and the indoijence thus encouraged 
is the truitful parent of that debauchery and dept ‘avity, and that 
coniequent wretchednefs and mile; ‘Ys which have made to fatal 
& pregreis among the lower orders of the community. Every 
caution will be relaxed, and every prothgacy indulged, by men 
fo difpofed, from the confideration, that neither themfel ves nor 
their famniies @il ever fiarve. And whilit families thus neglected 
by thoie who ought to provide for them are thrown upon the 
public, the c/s/crem in thefe families, are left pry ed to the 
woritexamples. Brought up among the Sige and pr ofligate, 
they mult wnevitably imbibe the contazion. Lying is the firf 
leflen of their tongues, and theft too often the firk exercife of 
their hands; every object they fee is at war with decency, and 
every uppre'lion they receive isa vice. Thus inflead of becoming 
as they grow up, uleful members of fociety, they add to the 


i Uc_l . 
mafs of thofe who are its burden, and its peit: and the evil thus 
ry ! ¢ ' Ay ‘ Ther : ; - 
enereahne mm a. ce: pouna ratio, toreatens our countr > with cala- 
Miities too fhoc king res be deferibed.’ 


it would feem that every effort made by parifh officers to 
redrels thefe diforders has hitherto proved abortive. To fur- 
riih employments for the poor, and compel them to earn part 
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Account of the Shrewfhury Houfe of Induftry: 9 
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af their WwW mainten an Ce, are defider a perh laps impo ib} ¢ to 
ttained under the direction and management of thole who 


1? . 
are annually chofen and annually remov ed. To provide a plain 
‘ - , ~ a —s a “4 
gone iF re ‘ ¢ dv for t 1ele C bady t] ie in ha ib} Itants of the town 
Shrewfbury, inftigated no doubt by a few men of equal*hu- 
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reculation, and employment of their paw; » for the (Corrects My 
unifhment of the adie, refractory, “and profligate, and 
ie education of the infant poor in the habits of induitry 
eligion Armed with this authority they provided a cConi- 


rtable alylum for fuch whoie aze, difeafe, or in niirmity, dif- 
hem from purluing their various employments. They 
alfo erected a houfe of induftry, under the direction of a 
proper board; in this building they provided employment for 
thofe poor who are able to work, but are either averfe to labour, 


or cannot otherwife procure it; thofe who are thrown upon 
the parifh by the mandate of the magillrate ; ‘tek childreg 
wiom the parith is See to take care of, and thofe allo whom 
the parents, though induftrious, are unable to maintain. By 


hrmnefs and refolution, tempered with gentlenefs and humanity, 
the vy laboured to introduce and to eftal blifh ; among the members 
of this fasnite, a habit of labour, of diligence, and of decency ; 
to provide tor the regular difcharge of thofe religious canes 
which have a tendency to correct their morals, and by a@ total 
and complete feparation of the youth from the abandoned and de- 
praved, they endeavoured to prevent the fatal contagion of 
igate difcourfe and vicious examples. 
he e advantages of this inftitution foon became apparent, 
for notwithftanding the extraordinary charges unavoidable at 
the commencement of fuch an undertaking g, the expence of 
maintaining the poor of the united parifhes the firfl year, was 
193cl. lefs than it had amounted to ; ie year before, and 1259]. 
eis than the averas ge of the three years immediately preceding. 
Nor was this a temporary reduction on ly, for we are told that 
though a debt of 7000 i. has fince been contraéted by the 
purchafe of the buildin ies, the neceilary alterations, furniti ure, 
mac, ine ones of which debt forms a confiderable article ut 
‘xpenditure, yet the poor’s rates in thefe parithes 
Continue to a low wits one third. This great and i np tant 
object (the reduction of the poor’s rates ) has been obtained 
nanner that while it reflects great honour on the projectors, 
3 productive of the advancement of fome of the belt incercits 
of lociety. Encouragements and rewards being held out tu 
the poor who are allowed one fixth of their own earnings as a 
premium for their induftry, they labour with pleature, becauie 
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they labour partly for themfelves, and are ftimulated by the 
certainty of receiving two pence out of every fhilling, to 
fteady and uniform exertions in fuch employments as are adapted 
to their reipective ages and capacities. ‘The favings of the 
boys are generally referved till they are put out apprentice, 
when the little {um belonging to each, is laid out in what 
may appear to be neceflary. As to the girls, their gratuities 
are generally expended in the purchafe of a plain, decent Sunday 
dre{s of a fuperior quality to the uniform of the houfe, ahd on 
that day they are feen attending on public worfhip, in neat 
camblet gowns, ftraw hats, &c. the produce of their own 
induitry. 

This excellent eftablifhment at firft laboured under great dif- 
advantages, all of which have been overcome by the good fenfe 
perieverance of the dire€tors. ‘There was no manufac- 
tory in the town of Shrewfbury in which the poor could be 
employed; it was therefore thought, that as to provide clothing 
for the number of paupers here colleCted, would of itfelf furnifh 
work fora large portion of them, and as the firft procefles of the 
woollen manufacture were fimple, and the knowledge of them 
eafily acquired, this fpecies of employment appeared to be moft 
adequate to the circumftances and fituation of the family here 
aflembled. Vhe neceflary machines and implements, with 
a fupply of the raw matcrials, were therefore procured, 
and perfons verfed in carding, and fpinning wool, were 
hired to inftruct the paupers. Weavers were likewife en- 
gaged, a fhop with looms fitted up for their _ufe, and a detached 
wing of the building divided into little habitations, and allotted 
for their accommodation. 

But it is not the various branches of the woollen trade alone, 
that have been introduced, linen, fhoes, and ftockings are 
alfo fabricated within the houfe, for clothing its inhabitants; 
the furplus is fold, and the following comparative ftatement of 
the years 1788 and 178Q, will convey an idea of the progreflive 
improvement of this excellent inftitution, the order and regu- 
larity of which drew tears from the eyes of the philanthropic 
Howard, and the bare recital as written by Mr. Wood, mutt 
undoubtedly awaken the fenfibility, and procure the approbation 
of every good man. 
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1788. 1789. 
Amount of goods fold, 599 4 9 682 38 $3 
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Arr. xxv. Refiediions on the general Utility of inland Navi- 
gation to the commer cial and landed Interefts of England ; 
with Objerwations on the intended Canal from Birmingham to 
Worcester, and fome Striciures upon the Oppofition given to it, 
by the Proprietors of the Stapford/hire Canal. 8vo. 16 pages. 
Price 1s. 6d. Debrett. 1791. 

Tue author of thefe fenfible and temperate Refle&tions fully 
elucidates the advantages likely to accrue from the new ca- 
nal, and at the fame time attempts to account for the in- 
terefed oppofition of thofe who have petitioned againtt it. 





Art. xxvit. Bills of Exchange. A full and correé? Report of 
the great commercial Caufe of Minet and Feéior, “a Gibjon 
and Fobnfon, decided in the Houfe of Lords, on Monday the 
14th of February, 1791: including the Speeches of the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Kenyon, Lord Loughborough, the Lord Chief 
Baron, &c. 118 pa. Pr, 2s. 6d. Walter. 1791. 

Tuis is one of the moft important decifions, in refpect to 
the commercial world, that has occurred for many years ; and 
as property to the amount of more than a million fterling was 
involved in the confequences of this determination, it may be 
confidered as one of the moft momentous caufes, that has ever 
been brought before a court of juftice. 

Livefey and Co. having drawn a bill of exchange on Gibfon 
and Johnfon, for 7211. 5s. dated Feb. 18, 1788, and payable 
at three months to ‘fohn White or order, this bill was accepted 
by the defendants, and difcounted by the plaintiffs, who, in 
the character of indorfees, for a full and valuable confideration, 
brought this action againft the acceptors. 

Mr. Bearcroft, as counfel for the plaintiffs, contended, that, 
notwithftanding the indorfement of this bill, purporting to be 
the indorfement of John White, no /uch perfon exifted; that 
this bill was afterwards accepted by the defendants in this caufe ; 
and that, although they had accepted this bill, they Anew per- 
feéily, that no fuch perfon as John White exifted. To prove 
this fact, feveral witnefles were called and examined. 

In oppofition to this, Mr. Erikine, on the part of the de- 
fendants, adduced evidence to prove that the mon-entity of 
John White was entirely unknown to his clients. 

After a fhort charge trom Lord Kenyon, in which he aflerted, 
‘ that in bills of exchange, it is abfolutely neceflary that thofe 
perfons in whofe favour fuch bills are drawn, fhould indorfe 
them ; that this gives title to the bearers, and nothing fhould 
change this legal pofition ;’ his lordfhip left the queftion of fact 
to the jury, who having retired for about five minutes, found 


a verdict for the plaintiffs, Damages 7211. 56. On 
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On the 6th of November, 17 395 Mr. Erfkine - moved the 
court of king’s-bench for a new trial; and on the 16th of the 
fame month, the counfel agreed on a fpecial verdict. This 
{pecial verdict was argucd in the fame court, in Michaelmas 
term, 178 89» and the court thereupon gave judgment for the 
plaint fs, u pon the fifth count of the declarati on, and for the 
defendants on the other counts. 

Upon this judgment of the court of king’s- bench, a writ of 
error was brought, returnable in parliament ; and the plaintiffs 
in error having afigned general errors, sel the defendants in 
errot having plea ded hat ‘there was no error in the record of 
the proceedings, the faid plaintiffs in error hoped that the 
faid judgment would be reverted, &c. ‘This cafe was accord. 
ingly argued at the bar of the Lords, by Meflrs. Erfkine and 
Bower, for Gibfon and on hnfon, the plaintiffs in error, and by 

leflis. Bearcroft, Mingay, and Chambre, on the part of Minet 
and Feétor, the defendants in error.—After the argumnenss of 
counfel, the Lord Ch: incellor, on the 26th of April, 1790, 
referred to the twelve judges three queftions, which compres 
a d the whole merits of this _ ortant caufe. On the 3d 

fF February, 1 17915 the judges attended in the houfe of peers, 
fot the purpofe of delivering their ps inions on this great com- 
mercial cauie.. On Morn day, the r4th of February, 1791, 
this bufinefs came on again in the houle of lords, when nine of 
the learned judges having declar ed themfelves in fupport of the 
judgment ot the court of king’s-bench, and the Lord Chan- 
cellor, the Chief Baron, and Mr. Juftice Heath, having given 
their opinion, that the judgment of that court fhould be re verted, 
the queition was put, and the judgment of the court of king’s- 


bench was athrmed, in deciding this to be a bill payable to 
bearer. O. 
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ART. xxXvill. Revirn various Pamphlets and printed Papers, 
relative to the pr 


prejent Contrev erfy among the Englifh Catho~ 


[ Continued frem Vol. vitt. p. 508. J 
N°? 11. 


We have already obferved, that the form of sath inferted in 
the Ap pendix to the eighth volume of this Review, p. 506, was 


} 


the fource of the whole coutrove: fy, which now divides the 
kngltth catholics; or, rather, which diftinguifhes the genuine 
Englith catholic from the ky otted papift. The firft ‘publi ick 


- — - ‘ - Ta7 
appearance of If, in Wand 


‘l’s Diary, excited in the north and 


Well py! VINC?’S 2G wre e ( Fr 1COLOs gical fermentati on, at this day 
h iraiv ¢ pereted i he 


former of thefe difriés (as they call 
them) had then for its bifhop or vicar apottolic a Mr. Matthew 
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that jeminary from its firft exiftence *. The latter, or weftern 
eitrict, was governed by a Benedictine monk of the name of 


Valmfley ; and the fame per {( ny if our information be good, who 
about twenty years ago publifhed, under the name of Pajfiorint, 
. curious rhapfody on the book of Revelation; which he calls 
The General Hiflory of the Chriflian Chureh., Neither of thofe 
od centlemen, it feems, had been confulted by the cc mmittee, 


; . . es hd oe } co tes 7 Tre Pe . 
wie t) tne hatin Was framing, l his they Proves) Conuae rr d as 


derogatory fiom their epifcopal character. It was pot the 
committee, howe ver, that framed the oath. It was drawn up, 
is ufual, by a celebrated lawyer, upon the principles of the 
proteit and declaration abovementioned, (ive Appendix, p. 503]. 
Thefe both Walmfley and Gibjon had figned : it was, therefore, 
onably expected by the committee that they would make no 
oppofition to any oath conformable thereto: efpecially as the 
- clerical members, Bifhop James Talbot, Bifllop Charles 
ington, and Dr. Jofeph Wilks had given their full and des 
rate approbation of it. ; 

| he committee were difappointed. The ftorm of oppofition, 
raifed in the north and we(t, flew on wings of wind to the 
capital; and fome pragmatical—Dr. Woodward would call 
them agitating monks and friars, founded in every corner the 
trumpet of zealotifm ¢ and endeavoured to make their blind 
votaries believe that there was death and damnation tn the oath 
propofed. Feeling bold, with fuch auxiliaries, the two vicars 
hurricd to town; and taking advantage of the good-nature of 
one of their colleasues, and of the dotage of another, they in- 
Cuced the latter to retract his approbation of the oath; and both 
to join with them in condemning it. ‘This they formally did, by 

An encyclical i tter, ad ‘refed to all the faithful, both clergy and 
laity, in the four diftricis of England, &c. which letter, as It exhi- 
bits a moft curious fpecimen of prelatic dogmati{m, and will 
give our readers an idea of the delpotic manner in which the 
Komith bifhops treat their people, we will here literally infert, 
irom a printed copy now before us. 

‘ We think it neceffary to notify to you, that, having held 
‘a meeting on the rgth of O&ober, 1789, afier mature delibera- 
‘ tion and previous diféuffions, we unanimoutly condemned the new 
‘ form of an oath, intended for the Catholics, publithed in Wood. 
‘ fall’s Repifter, June 26, 1789, afd declared it unlawful to be 
‘taken—We alfo declared, that none of the faithful, clergy or 

laity, under our care, ought to take any new oath, or lign any 

new decloration, in doétrinal matters, or fubfcribe any new in- 
‘ frument wherein the interefts of religion are concerned, without 
the previous approbation of their re{pective bifhop. 

‘ Thefe determinations we judged neceffary, to the promoting of 
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* Hence our Camden, we think, calls its alumni, the Pope's 


Scholars. 
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On the 6th of November, 1789, Mr. Erfkine -moved the 
court of king’s-bench fur a new trial; and on the 16th of the 
fame month, the counfel agreed on a fpecial verdict. This 
{pecial verdict was argucd in the fame court, in Michaelmas 
term, 1789, and the court thereupon gave judgment for the 
plaintiffs, upon the fifth count of the declaration, and for the 
defendants on the other counts. 

Upon this judgment of the court of king’s- bench, a writ of 
error was brought, returnable in parliament ; and the plaintiffs 
in error having afigned general errors, and the defendants in 
error having pleaded that there was no error in the record of 
the proceedings, the faid plaintiffs in error hoped. that the 
faid judgment would be reveried, &c. This cafe was accord. 
ingly argued at the bar of the Lords, by Mefirs. Erfkine and 
Bower, for Gibfon and Jobnfon, the plaintiffs in error, and by 
Mefirs. Bearcroft, Mingay, and Chambre, on the part of Minet 
and Fector, the defendants in error.—After the arguments of 
counfel, the Lord Chancellor, on the 26th of April, 1799, 
referred to the twelve judges three queftions, which compre. 
hended the whole merits of this important caufe. On the 2d 
of February, 1791, the judges attended in the houfe of peers, 
for the purpofe of delivering their opinions on this great com- 
mercial caute.. On Monday, the 14th of February, 1791, 
this bufinefs came on again in the houfe of lords, when nine of 
the learned judges having declared themfelves in fupport of the 
judgment of the court of king’s-bench, and the Lord Chan- 
cellor, the Chief Baron, and Mr. Juftice Heath, having given 
their opinion, that the judgment of that court fhould be reverfed, 
the queition was put, and the judgment of the court of king’s- 
bench was affirmed, in deciding this to be a bill payable to 
bearer. O- 





ART. XXVill. Rewicw of various Pamphlets and printed Papers, 
relative to the prefent Controverfy among the Englifh Catho- 
ics, Se, 

[ Continued frem Vo}. vitt. p. 508. J 
N° 4. 

We have already obferved, that the form of sath inferted in 
the Appendix to the eighth volume of this Keview, p. 506, was 
the fource of the whole controverfy, which now divides the 
Englith catholics; or, rather, which diftinguifhes the genuine 
Englith catholic from the bigotted papift. The firft publick 
appearance of it, in-Woodfall’s Diary, excited in the north and 
weit provinces 2 degree of theological fermentation, at this day 
hardiy credible. “ihe former of thefe aifrifts (as they call 
them) had then for its bifhop or vicar apoftolic a Mr. Matthew 
Giljon, from the Papal College of Douay, full of all the 
framiaipine prejudices, which feem to have been oman 
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that feminary from its firkt exiftence *. The latter, or weftern 
eitria, was governed by a Benedictine monk of the name of 
IValmfley ; and the fame perfon, if our information be good, who 
about twenty years ago publifhed, under the name of Pafforini, 
a curious rhapfody on the book of Revelation; which he calls 
The General Hiflory of the Chriftian Chureh. Neither of thofe 
-ocd centlemen, it feems, had been confulted by the committee, 
satiety thie sath was framing. ‘This they probably confidered as 
derogatory fiom their epifcopal character. It was not the 
committee, however, that framed the oath. It was drawn up, 
as is ufual, by a celebrated lawyer, upon the principles of the 
proteit and declaration abovementioned, { fve Appendix, Pp. 503 ]. 
Thefe both Walmfley and Gibfon had figned : it was, therefore, 


oO} " weal . 
reafonably expected by the committee that they would make no 
oppofition to any oath conformable thereto: efpecially as the 

; ; / ; —s 1 _ > 
three clerical members, Bifhop James Talbot, Bifliop Charles 


ington, and Dr. Jofeph Wilks had given their full and des 
ite approbation of it. é 
| he committee were difappointed. The ftorm of oppofition, 
raifed in the north and weit, flew on wings of wind to the 
capital; and fome pragmatical—Dr. Woodward would call 
them avitating monks and friars, founded in every corner the 
trumpet of zealotifm ¢ and endeavoured to make their blind 
votaries believe that there was death and damnation in the oath 
propofed. Feeling bold, with fuch auxiliaries, the two vicars 
hurried to town; and taking advantage of the good-nature of 
one of their colleazues, and of the dotage of another, they in- 
duced the latter to retraét his approbation of the oath ; and both 
to join with them in condemning it. ‘This they formally did, by 
4n encyclical letter, addreffed to all the faithful, both clergy and 
laity, inthe four diftricis of England, &c. which letter, as it exhi- 
bits a moft curious fpecimen of prelatic dogmati{m, and will 
give our readers an idea of the delpotic manner in which the 
Komith bifhops ‘treat their people, we will here literally infert, 
from a printed copy now before us. 

‘ We think it neceffary to notify to you, that, having held 
“a meeting on the rgth of Oftober, 1789, afier mature delibera- 
‘ tion and previous dii¢uffions, we unanimoully condemned the new 
‘ form of an oath, intended for the Catholics, publithed in Wood- 
‘ fall’s Repifter, June 26, 1789, af declared it unlawful to be 
‘taken.—We alfo declared, that none of the faithful, clergy or 
‘ laity, under our care, ought to.take any new oath, or fign any 

new decleration, in doétrinal matters, or fubferibe any new in- 
* flrument wherein the interefts of religion are concerned, without 
‘ the previous approbation of their re{pective bithop. 
‘ Thefe determinations we judged neceffary, to the promoting of 
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* Hence our Camden, we think, calls its alumni, the Pope's 
Scholars. 
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* your fpiritual welfare, to fix an anchor for you to hold to, and to 
« reitore peace to your minds.—To thefe determinations therefore 
* we require your fubmifion.’ 
+ Charles Ramaten, V. A, 
+ james Birthan, V. A. 
Hammer{mith, O@. 21, 1789. + Thomas Aconen, V.A, 

+ Matthew Comanen, V. A. 

As many of our readers will be at a lofs to know who are the 
perfons detigned by the above fignatures, we muft inform them, 
that, ever fince the Refurmation, it has been cuftomary with the 
See of Rome to give to its vicars, in England and other hereti- 
cal countries *, the titles of antient extin& bifhoprics; and, 
hence, they are ufually denominated Bithops in partibus Infide- 
dium. Thus Smith, the firft vicar apoffole in England, was, 
forfooth, bifhop of Chalesdon: and the four who fign the above 
encyclical letter are, Charles Walmfley, bifhop of Rama; ames 
Talbot, bifhop of Birthe; Thomas Talbot, bifhop of Acone ; 
and Matthew Gibfon, bifhop of Comana. All thefe bifhoprics 
are in Afia: but their refpective bifhops are, by his bo/ine/s, dif- 
engaged from refidence until their flocks be converted to Chnif- 
Tianity. 

The committee were not a little alarmed at this unexpected 
condu& of the vicars apoftolic ; and ufed their moft ftrenuous 
endeavours to prevent the publication of the encyclcalt. For 
that purpofe they wrote tia letters: the one addrefied to the 
body of Englifh catholics at large, and the other to the four 
bifhops ; they were printed together, by Coghlan, in a quarto 
pamphiet of eleven clofe pages, and known, among the oppofite 
party, by the name of The Blue Book. 

‘The former of thele detiers is faid to have been written by Mr. 
Butler, of Lincoln’s-Inn, fecretary to the committee. Who- 
ever be the writer, it is certainiv a well-written letter, Aftera 
neat, and, we believe, very accurate ftatement of the whole 
procedure of the committee, in refpect to the matter in quef- 
tion, from the beginning of the year 1788, to the period in which 
the heads of the 4i// were firit publifhed, he proceeds to lay be- 
jore his readers the principles upon which it is founded; and 
to anfwer, minutely, the frivolous objections which had been 
made to it by the ignorant and illiberal of his own communion. 
‘This he does, we think, in a very fatisfactory manner—we 
mean, that he has left to his popi/) antagonifts no room for a 





* Ireland excepted, in which the Romith bifhops ftill aflame the 
fame titles as before the Reformation. 

t We have been affured that it was never publithed either in the 
London or middle diftrict, owing, partly, to the death of bifhop 
James Talbot, and, partly, to the laudable moderation of his bro-- 
ther, bihop Thomas Talbot. 

rational 
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rational reply: for we are far from approving ail his doctrine. 
For inftance, one objection to the cath is, that the taker of it is 
made to allert, that no ecclefiaftical power whatever can difpen/e 
with any oath or compad. Ihe anfwer given to this~is, firft, 
‘ that the sath or compa referred to, muft be of itfelf a law- 
‘ fy] oath or compact; fecondly, that Vows, OFr other promifes 
¢ made to God, and which do not affect the rights of third per- 
‘ fons, are here out of the queftion.’ } rom this fecond antwer 
it fhould feem, that the author allows the Pope a power of 
difpenfing from the obligation of fuch vows and promijes.— 
Now, to us, this appears a f{trange, and even pernicious doc- 
trine, although we are pretty certain that its pernicious ten- 
dency was not perceived by the writer. If any vow or promife, 
made either to Ged or man, be of itfelf evidently unlawful, there 
is no need of a difpenfation to break it: if it be evidently law- 
ful, and of importance, no power can difpenfe with it; if itbe 
of a dubious or frivolous nature, its obligation muft be deter- 
mined by the confcience of him who made it; but, ftill, no 
earthly power has any thing to do in the matter. Between 
confcience and God, no pope nor potentiate has any right to inter- 
fere. 

One objection made to the cath is fo truly ridiculous that we 
cannot help reciting it. ‘ The doctrine that princes, excom- 
* municated by the pope, &c. may be depofed by their fubje&s, 
* is called heretical!’ The objectors to this epithet are willing 
to call the do€trine in queftion, a fal/e, feditiousy traiterout, 
damnable doétrine: but they will not call it heretical—why? 
‘ becaufe it has never yet been defined to be herefy by the 
‘ church:’ i.e. by the church: of Rome. We, poor fimple 
proteftants, thould have thought it fufficient that it was con- 
trary to the go/pe/, and to (what was prior to the gofpel) reafon. 
Such an objection deferved to be treated with filent contempt, 
but our letter-writer, more complaifant, gives it a direct anfwer 
in their own {cholaftic dialect ; and fhews them, that they are 
as ignorant in orthodox divinity as in found reafoning. 


The other letter, addrefled to the bifhops, is publickly afcribed 
to Dr. Wilks of Bath. It is a concife, elegant compofition, 


as our readers will perceive by the following paflage, which 
equally evinces the clear head and the candid heart. 


‘ My Lords, (fayshe, addrefling himfelf to the vicars apoftolic), 
it is not without pain and forrow, that we recoilect, that if the 
catholics of England have often been opprefied and punifhed for 
a con{cientious adherence to the faith of their church; they have 
fometimes, alfo, fuffered from an imprudent interference cf 
ecclefiaftical authority in civil concerns. After the infernal hor- 
rors of the gun-powder treafon, James I. was flrongly excsted, 
by the clamors of a terrified nation, to exterminate the race of 
Kpglifh catholics; but James was tolerant and juft; he re 
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he would never confound the innocent mu/titude with the guilt y 
few; and, in order to p acify an enraged people, and fhelter from 
deftruétion the devoted victims, he drew up, himfelf, a restr, by 
which he might difcriminate the /ega/l and confcientious catholie 
from the dangerou 1s bigot, who was a€tuated by fanatic zeal, or 
driven from his duty by the predo: minancy of foreign politics. He 
propofed an oath of allegiance, in which, with gisbectin care and 
niceft exactnefs, he feparated /piritual from temporal concerns. He 
Jeft to confcience all its rights in matters of falyation, and only re. 
quired a folemn bees ion of fidel: ty to the government of the 
fate. His catholic fubjetts prefented themfelves, with ardor, to 


give their pledge of feat y3 : 
cile, at length, their politica! 
Their joy was fhort. 


exulting 1 in an opportunity to recon, 
and their religious obli igations.: 
Paul V. who then fat in the papal chair, ful- 


minated a condemnation of this political oath. The extravagance 


of Paul’s condemnation 


raiied amazement, and his érewes were 


treated, by the Englifh catholics, as fpurious; but they were not 


long pe rmitted to indul; ge their error; 
fucceeded to confirm the frit; 


another, and another érewe 
and, by. fome unaccountable blun- 


der, in Oath of Pp litical allegiance was confounded, with an oath 
againit acknowledging any {; piritual primacy in the fucceffor of St. 


Pet er®!? 


Our author then anfwers fome objections, (the fame. with 
thofe anfwered in the former letter), and concludes thus: 

My lords! we have laid, with refp eft, our proceedings before 

you. The proteftation, the petition, the bill, uniformly refit on the 


fingle principle 
doctrine imputed to them ; 


, thatthe Enehth catholics Pod every pernicious 
and, that while they claim the right of 


following their confcience in religious matters, they can give to 
and the nation every fecurity of being honeft men and 


fovernme 


pe iceable fubjcéts. 


nt 


feunced hop 
lordfhips will ¢ 


Ye 


J 


Both 


the{ 


{.. ; 


Upon this fingle principle we look, with well- 


for relief; and we have a nrm reliance that your 
co-operate with us in effectuating fo defirable a pur- 


letters are fi, gned 


‘ feven of the committee; 


namely, by two clergymen, bifhor p Cha rles Berington and Dr. 


Jofeph W ks ; : 


morton, William Fermor, John Townely 
old, efquires. 

While the 
bifhops, and beg leave to remonftrate, a 


ner, ina 


—_ 


committee thus crouch, as 


,and Thomas Horny- 


it were, before their 
bolder individual fteps 


cleal letter in a ve ry different man- 





* All this is perfectly juit, but Rill a queftion occurs tre 


did the Eng! ith catholics 


pay any regard to the reiterated éreve 


of Paul? unlefs from the idea of bis infalijtility! We cunenis 


repeat it, and we wifh to have it known, that no fate, whether 


r ctePar 


one who ‘Gattes es the pope’s infallié 


ferent thit 


‘ or catholic, can ra tionally confer anv office of traft.on any 


ne 


a ~ hel 


‘07 ‘lity. 





Mere ‘cleratien is a dif- 


Letter 


. 


and by five laymen, Lord Petre, John Throck- * 
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Letter to the Vicars Apoftolic in England. By a Catholic Lay- 
man, Small 8vo. 15 pages. Price 6d. Coghlan. rygo. 
This fpirited addrefs appears to be written by a mafterly 

hand; and the moft pointed arguments -and farcafms, rational 

as they are forcible, place the bigots of the Romith perfuafion 
in no very refpectable light, confidered as men or chriftians, 

Ina itrain of nervous expoftulation and overpowering ridi« 
cule, this layman twilts, to borrow a vulgar expreflive phrafe, 
their lordfhips round his finger, without defcending to any 
efuitical wrefting of words, or to the litte arts ufed by thofe 
fophiftical reafoners who labour to make the worfe ‘appear the 
better part. It would be vain to attempt to give an analyfis of 
arguments, that are linked together with an interefting warmth, 
by a perfon who feems to have fifted to the bottom a fubjeét 
which he treats with the earneftnefs of conviction; however, 
the purport of the letter is, to fhew that the innocent oath, 
which their lordfhips have made fuch a bug-bear of, is. a civil 
oath ; that it would take off the odium thrown on the catholics ; 
and, that it only difavows doctrines which they are eager'to 
difavow as immoral and unchriltian. Who can raife any ob« 
jection againft fuch catholic fenttments? who will venture to 
fay that fuch a defcription of men are not good fubjects and 
mortal neighbours? More is not required of citizens; ‘the 
jurifuiction of the heart is left to the féarcher of hearts. But 
it is fcarcely to be expected that the reafonable arguments con- 
tained in this letter, will have much weight with the ‘perfons 
addretied. ‘The age is not fufficiently enlightened to give ’us 
any ground to fuppole, that inveterate papittical prejudices will 
loon be rooted out; yet, it is fome encouragement to obferve, 
that rational men, of all perfuafions, are labouring to fettle re- 
ligion on the foundation of reafon, Asa fpesinien of the ftyle, 
we will give a part of the conclufion, and fo conclude this 
number. 

‘ But what am I (your lordfhips may poflibly ak) who thus pre- 
ffme to addrefs my /piritual fuperiors, and to arraign their conduct? 
| will give your lordfhips an anfwer—-I am a BRiTon, my lords, 
endthoured of the conftitution of his country, and ardently defirous 
of fharine in the freedom and privileges of his fellow CILIZENS, 
from which the obftinate bigotry of your predeceffors, and their 
unlawful attachment to a foreign power, have fo long excladed 
him; and which ye, my lords, are doing all that lies in your power 
to prevent him from ever enjoying. lama caTHoLic, my lords, 
fnamoured of his religion, and barfting with indignation at the 
Profpect of her becoming the general butt of the raillery of every 
pulpit declaimer and controverfial fcribbler. Finally, my lords, 
lam a RATIONAL pernG, who thinks for himielf; who has ex- 
amined the evidences of revealed religion, and traced its principles 
to their fources; who has fearched the /criptures, perufed the Fa- 


bers, compared the councils, and who believes, with honelt aa 

















































































ve 


the” 


ee 


ey So 


af a: ee 


we 
Ne re 


: ioctnglie... ita 
alll IE i ae 


ts 


~ 
Ss 
eee 





=m 
} alee 3d. * 


— 


en eed 
yh 


¥ 


ee BS Niel Saar 


aces 


Sl ae 
ney eI SP 


is lagers ME Raat 
ete Wey, ee & i cg Pe 
fs * Mee 


A o 
a” > 
oe wen 
cap OE Sey 


- “et 
<= ? 7 
fos sme a, Fa 


Pails 


Ba 


5. 2 
= cae nae > 
ert are 





336 THEOLOG ¥, 


Lerins, that nothing can be an effential PrincipLe or rath 
or neceflary TERM of communion; but, Qvop semper, Quon 
AB OMNIBUS, QUOD UBIQUE CREDITUM. ‘This, my lords, I take 
to be a much fater ancuor than that which your lordthips hold 
forth to us. 

* As to my profeffion, my lords, that is of no importance. A 
bookfeller or trunk-maker may, occafionally, be found with as 
much fenfe, and even as much learning, as a bifhop or cardinal, 
Science is acquired by talents, labour and opportunity ; and none 
of thefe, my lords, have been to me entirely wanting. Ye fee [ 
can reafon and write ; I muft, confequently, have read and ftudj- 
ed. I had, in truth, my lords, a regular education. My father 
intended me for the church, and 1 was actually once an acolpthe J 

‘ If, again, your lordfhips afk why I have written in this, parti- 
cular ftyle, and fometimes blended irony with argument? verily, 
my lords, it was becaufe the fubjeét would hardly bear any othet 
mode of writing. Your excyclical letter, my lords, is too ridiculous 
and extravagant to be altogether ferioufly combated. Befides, I 
had heard that to the very ferious and very fenfible remonftrances of 
our committee your lordfhips paid but little attention ; I flatter 
myfelf, ye will pay more attention to this LAYMAN’S LETTER, 
were it only for the purpofe of cenfuring it. I wait your lordthip’s 
decifions without concern or apprehenfion, and feel myfelf in the 
predicament of a counfellor of old—*‘* Strike,”’ my lords, ** but 
liften to my advice.” 

(To be continued. ) 





Art. xxix. An Enguiry into the Origin, Divine Authority, 
and Expediency of Civil Eftablifbments of Religion in general, 
and of Chriftianity in particular. §8vo. 56 pages. Price 
as. 6d. Johnfon. 1791. 

Tue fum of this Enquiry may be thus briefly ftated: Civil 
Eftablifhments in Religion are of great antiquity, and have 
almoft univerfally prevailed. Hence has arifen'a ftrong pre- 
judice in their favour, which fhould induce thofe who difap- 


prove of civil eftablifhments of religion, to treat the advocates ~‘ 


for them with candour. The antiquity and univerfality of the 
practice is, however, no proof of its divine origin, or its 
utility. * The idea of a national eftablifhment is not fuggefted 
or encouraged by a fingle pailage in the New Teftament; 
and the practice is difcountenanced, if not abfolutely prohibit- 
ed, by feveral declarations of Chrift and his Apoftl . Civil 
eftablifhments of religion cannot be defended on the ground of 
expediency: for by authoritatively prefcribing certain tenets 
and forms, they interfere with the right of private judgment. 
It is an act of oppreffion and injuftice to oblige men to con- 
tribute to the maintenance and propagation of opinions which 
they judge to be falfe, and inftitutions which they do not ap- 
prove. Such eftablithments have a tendency to obftruct the 
progrefs of truth and virtue, by difcouraging free enquiry, en- 
CICINgs 
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ticing improper perfons into the clerical office, and throwing 
the whole weight of political influence into the fcale of im- 
provement 5 and they are fubverfive of civil liberty, and the 
common rights of mankind. The piece is written with per- 
fpicuity, and breathes a candid fpirit. We thall felect the fol- 
lowing paflage. P. 34- 

‘ Truth and purity are not the objets, upon the attainment 
of which the mind of the politician is fixed, He has other ends 
in view ; and whatever promotes thefe ends he readily embraces 
and firmly maintains. The influence of religion itfelf is only 
borrowed as an aid to the execution of the mott unworthy pure 

oles. 

‘ But admitting, that the civil governor is in earneft in re- 
ligion, yet from his elevated rank and mode of education he mu& 
be ill qualified for ri, | jutt notions of. its principles. He is 
expofed to error and impoiture, and his religion will moft proba- 
bly be that of fuperilition and fanaticifm,—the religion of all ille 
tutored minds, and that, which alone can accommodate itfelf to 
worldly ones. Thus he becomes himfelf the tool of fhrewder 
politicians, and of crafty priefts; and his very zal is fatal te 
the truth and purity of fuch areligion, as that of the New Tef- 
tament. 

‘ When an alliance is once formed and eftablifhed between the 
interefls of the flate and what alone the civil magiftrate is pleafed 
to diftincuith by the name of religion, he rudely fhuts the door 
to fice enquiry, and compels all to enter the temple, which he 
has confecrated, and to worfhip the idol which he has erecied. 
He determines for all pofterity the méafure of truth, and arro- 
gantly prefumes to forbid all further examination. : 

‘ Nor is it neceflary fer fupporting the errors and corruptions 
of a religious eftablifhment, that the fame kind of perfecution 
thhould be employed, which favage Rome practifed. Ixclufive 
favour is a more refined policy, aéts with lefs odium, occafions 
lefs refiftance, and is more fatally fuccefsful. The multitude, if 
not too harfhly commanded, are fure to pafs into the religion of 
the flate, while the flimulus of honours and rewards, Which are 
in no other way to be obtained, makes-many apeitates. from the 
caufe of truth, and hourly thins the ranks of her virtuous adhe« 
rents. Nor is this pronenefs to the religion of the ftate, whatever 
this religion be, to be counteratted but by. the follies and mif- 
chiefs, which ring out of unprincipled policy, however artfully 
eonduded, ar by the efforts of great and extraordinary charac- 
ters, whom divine providence is pleafed in mercy to op fe to. 
the miitaken or wicked policies of this world. Without the ope- 
ration of thefe correctives, the very idea of truth, confidered as 
the truth of nature and of God, pafles into general oblivion ;° its 
friends are difcountenanced, opprefied, and perfecuted ; and 
though better fentiments of ‘religion may not be wholly extin-’ 

guifhed, yet the bulk of the nation is eonfigned to error, and the 
means of recovery are diminifhed by the ignorance, ftupor, and - 
abftinacy, which are the wretched progeny of a itate-religion, 
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Art. xxx. 4 View of the External Evidence of the Chrif. 
tian Religion. By the Rev. James L. Moore, Mafter of 
the Grammar School in Hertford, Herts. Foolfeap 8vo, 
132 pages. Price 2s. 6d. fewed. Rivingtons. 1791. 


Tue proofs of the divine authority of the Chriftian Re. 
ligion arifing from the miracles and the refurrection of Chrifts 
from his perfect moral character, from the prophefies which 
have been fulfilled in him and his church, and from the ra. 
pid progrefs which chriftianity, at its firft appearance, made 
in the world, notwithftanding every poffible difcouragement, are 
here ftated in a manner well adapted to the comprehenfion of 
thofe who have not leifure for more elaborate refearches. If the 
writer has advanced nothing new upon the fubject, and is lefs 


fyftematical in the artangement of his arguments than many~ 


former writers, he has the merit of having given an eafy and 
popular view of that branch of the evidence of chriftianity. 
which is derived from the hiftorical atteftation of fupernatur, 
events. - 


—— 





Art. xxxt. Prayers for the Ufe of Families. By Benjamin 
Kingfbury. 8vo. 122 pages. Price 2s. 6d. Birniirig- 
ham, Thompfon. London, Johnion. 1790. 

Tose who efteem family worfhip a part of religious duty, 
and whofe habits lead them to think a variety of forms of de- 
votion a defirable circumftance, will have pleafure im being in- 
formed, that another valuable addition is made to the public 
ftock of family prayers. The leading characters of the prayers 
contained in this volume, are ferioufnefs without fanatictim, 
and fimplicity without infrpidy. The fentiments expreffed in 
them are of that general kind, which may, without fcruple, 
be adopted by chriftians of all religious perfuafions. They 
are free from that affected difplay of elegance, or par 
pation, which, however captivating on the firft perufal, muft 
always become difgufting upon frequent repetition, ‘The 
neral caft of the work is nearly the fame wath that of Enfield’s 
and Palmer’s family prayers, and may very properly- be ufed 
in rotation with them. As great correétnefs and 
are particularly defirable in prayers which are to be frequently 
repeated, we fhall point out to the author 2 few expr. 
9 he may poffibly think it right to alter in a fubjequent 

MIoOn, 

P. 8. thy goodnefs kas not been confined to the be/fowment, 
&c. P. 16.-ferved thee in our day and generation. P. 17+ 
creatures of thy formation. P. 2g~ allowing thofe fentiments. 
P, 39. thou art an affemblage. P. 42. darling attribute. oe 
May our great men be men. P. 74. who inhabs 
P. 81, image of Deity, P. 32. do not thou forget to rage 
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This latter expreffion is of true puritanical origin. During 
the civil wars in the reign of Charles 1. Jord Aftley, before 
he charged at the battle of Edge-hill, made this fhort prayer 
‘Q Lord, thou knoweft how bufy I muft be this day : if i 
forget thee, do not thou forget me,’ * 

To the courfe of prayers tor a week are added, Prayers and 
Thankfgivings for particular Occafions, and Prayers on the 
Divine Attributes, and on the Chriftian Religion. 





Art. xxxu. Evangelical Motives to Holinefs : or an Attempt to 
frew that thofe who cannot rely on Good Works, feel moft power- 
ful Engagements to abound in them. By Jofeph Cornith. 
12mo. 24 pages. Price 6d. Taunton, Norris. Lon- 
don, Robinfons. 1790. 

In this piece it is maintained, that faith in the do&triné of 
Calvinifm is not inconfiftent with zeal for holinefs. It isa 
happy circumftance attending the multiplicity of religious 
opinions, which, indeed, proves theological controverfy to be 
of lefs importance than is commonly fuppofed, that their re- 
fpective profeffors generally agree in acknowledging the uni- 
verfal and imintutable obligation of morality. 





Art. xxx. Youth reminded of a Future ‘Judgment: In a fu- 
neral Dijcourfe, occafioned by the Death of Mr. ‘John Powell, 
who died at Hackney, December 24, 1790, in the 22d Year o 
his Age: To which is added, Some Account of Mifs Sophia 
Vowell, his Sifter, who died on the Seventh of the fame Month, 
in the 16th Year of her Age. By William Bennet. 8vo. 
§2 pages. Price rs. Dilly. 1791. 

A serious difcourfe on an important practical fubje€, but 
not without a ftrong tincture of polemic theology. Speaking of 
the perfon at whofe funeral the difcourfe was délivered, the 
writer fays, ‘ He was taught the glory of the perfon of Chrift, 
as God-man, and the importance of this, in order to his all- 
fuficiency as a Saviour. For, when I alked him, in conver- 
fation, about the object of faith, what he thought of their 
fentiments who affirm Jefus Chrift to be a mere man like our- 
felves? Without hefitation he replied, ‘ 1 am fully fettled as 
to that point. | have converfed with {uch, and read fome ef 
their writings ; but, if Jefus Chrift were nothing more than a 
creature, he could’ not be my Saviour, nor durit I commit my 
sternal all into his hands.’ 

Art. xxxiv. The Spirit of all Religions. Crown 8vo. §0 
pages. Price as. 6d. Amfterdam. Hookham, 1790." 

Aa2 a Tae 

* Hume. 
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Tue fubjeéts here touched upon are, the incomprehenf. 
bility of the divine nature; the eternity and neceflary imper- 
fe&tion of matter ; the exiftence of inferior deities and genii, 
the moral inftinéts of man; and the immortality of the foul, 
The writer delivers his dogmas with oracular fententiouf. 
nefs, but advances nothing which merits particular notice, 


» = 





Art. xxxv. <Antinomiani{fm Unmafked and Refuted; and the 
Moral Law proved from the Scriptures of the Old and Naw 
Tefiament, to be fiill in full Force as the Rule of the Chrifliau’s 
Conduét. By Masia De Fleury. 8vo. 69 pages. Price 1s, 
Wilkins. 1795. 


Tis zealous lady takes her ftation in the midveay between 
Arminianifm and Antinomianifm, and endeavours to eftablith 
the true point of orthodoxy, to which fhe devoutly wifhes to 
bring all mankind. From her manner of writing upon the 
fubject, we fee fome reafon to fufpec, that her knowledge is 
not exactly proportioned to her zeal. 





Arr. xxxvit. The Barber’s Mirror; or a Portrait of the 
Rev. Wiliam Huntington, drawn from real Life ; being Re- 
marks on that Gentleman’s Pamphlet, entitled, ©The Barber 3 
with an Account of his flrange and deplorable Frenzy. “Ina 
Letter to a Friend 12mo. 48 pages. Price 6d, Chal- 


mers. 17Q!. 


More pains than the oecafion required, or than was per- 
haps neceflary, is here taken to prove the Barber infane. ‘The 
writer’s talents, which are by no means defpicable, might 
have been better employed. 7 -M. D. 





Art. xxxvil. The School for Arrogance: a Comedy. As it is afted 
at the Theatre-Royal, Covent-Garden. By Thomas Holeroft, 
8vo. tozpa. Pr. 1s. 6d. Robinfons, 14791. 


Tue School for Arrogance has been formed on the bafis of 
a French comedy (Le Girieux) by M. Nericault Deftouchesy 
the preface informs us ; but as we have not feen the original, 
we are unable to form any judgment concerning the alterations 
and additions to which the author alludes, unlefs it is to applaud 
the fkilful introduction of two of the beft drawn characters in 
the piece. 

We have not lately met with a comedy that deferves to rang 
with the School for Arrogance ; yet we fhall not attempt to 
fketch the plot ; it is fufficient to obferve, that fome originality 
of character, humoroufly depifed, render many fcenes intereft- 
ing, in which we marked inconfiftencies, or the hard line of a 
cari- 
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erricaturing pencil. The following fcene will ferve as a {pe- 
gimen. P. 21. 

« Mac D. f—I might be fo bould— 

Count. Well, Sir— 

Mac D. A letter for your lordthip. 

Count. Oh !—What from the ambaffador ? 

- Mac D. No faith, my lord. 

Count. Ha! The duchefs? 

Mac D. No, my lord, nor the duchefs, neither. 

Count. [Taking it] Who then, Sir? 

Mac D. Faith, my lord, that is more than [ can fay—but per- 
haps the letter itfilf can tell you. 

Count. Sir!—Who brought it? “ 

Pic. Un pauvre valet footaman, mee lor—His fhoe, his flocking, 
his habit, his chapeau, vas all patch and piece. And he vas— 

Mac D. { Afide, interrupting him) Bo! , 

Count. [Throwing down the letter, blowing bis fingers, and dufling 
them with bis white handkerchief | Foh!—Open it, and inform me 
ef the contents. 

Mac. D. Yes, my lord. 

Pic. His vijage, mee lor— 

Count. How now ! 

Pic. [In a pitiful tone] Mee lor 
; Mac D. *Sblood, man—! [Stopping bis mouth, and pufbing bim 

ack, | 
| Cece. [ Makes figns to the footmen, who bring an arm-chair for- 
ward, and again fubmifively retire] She 1s ever uppermoft! 1 can- 
not banifh her my thoughts! Do you hear ?—Difmils thole— 
[Waving bis band.] 

Mac D. Yes, my lord.—Hark you fpalpeens! [Waving his band 
with the fame air as the Count. | [ Exeunt footmen. 

Pic. | Advancing] Monfieur le Comte— 

Count. [Sfter a fare} Again! 

Pic. | have von reguéte to beg 

Count. Pay that fellow his wages immediately ! 

Mac D. 1 tould you fo! [Pufring bim away] Huth! Silence! 

Pic. Silence! I am no English ! I hate filence! 1— 

Mac D. Poh! Bodtheration ! Be afy !—I will try now tounake 
your pace! [Pufbes him off, and then returns to examining the letters] 

Count. Infolent menial !=—Well, Sir ? The contents ? 

Mac D. Faith, my lord, I am afraid the contints will not plafe 
you! 

Count. How fo, Sir? , : 

Mac D. Why, as for the how fo, my lord, if your lordfhip will 
but be plafed to rade— ) 

Count. Didn’t I order you to read? 

Mac D. To be fare you did, my lord; but I thoald take it as a 
viry particular grate eae 5 if that your lordhhip would but be 
plafed to rade for yourfilf. j | 

Count. Why, Sir? 6 

Mac D. Your lordfhip’s timper is a little: warm ; and—~ 

Gount. Read ! Bai,” 
Mac. 













































Mac D. Well—If I muft I muft!—* The perfon who thinks 
* proper, at prefent, to addrefs you’— 

Count. [Interrupting] Sir! 

Mac D. My lord! 

Count. Be pleafed to degin the letter, Sir! 

Mac D. Begin? Sarra the word of beginning is here—before or 
after— 

Count. * The perfon’? 

Mac D. Yes, my lord, 

Count. Mighty odd! [Throws him/elf in the arm-chair] Proceed, 
Sir. 

Mac D. * The perfon who thinks proper, at prefent to addrefs 
* you, takes the liberty to inform you that your haughtiness, 
* inftead of being dignified, is ridiculous.’ 

Count. [Starting up} Sir! 

Mac D. Why now, I tould your lordfhip! 

Count. [Trawerfing the fage.)] Goon! 

Mac D. (With beftating fear.) * Vhe litthe—merit—you have’ 

Count. [With a look] The lictie merit ] have? The little ?--The 
little ?—[ Mac Dermot holds up the letter.J}--Go on ! 7 

Mac D. « The little merit you have—cannat convince the world 
* that your pride—is not—is not—is not—’ 

Count. Is not what ? Gaeta. 

Mac D. [Fearful| ‘ Impertinent,’ 

Count. [Scriking Mac Dermot.] Rafcal! 

Mac D. Viry well, my lord By Volee? be down the letter) I 
humbly thank your lordfhip!—By jafus! But I'll remember the 
favour— 

Count. [More coolly] Read, Sir. 

Mac D. To the divie I pitch me if I do! 

Count. [Conftious of having done wrong] Read, Mac Dermot. 

Mac D. No, my lord !—Mac Dermot is a man !—An Englith- 
man !—Or an Irifhman, by Jafus, which is better ftill! And by 
the holy poker, if but that your lerdthip was not a lord now !— 
[ Pulling down his feeves, and clenching bis fifi with great ageny.| 
© Count. [Carele/ily letting bis purfe fall] Pick up that purie, Mac 

ermot. | 

Mac D. "Tis viry well !—Oh!—Well !—Well !—Well! [Zays 
the pur/e on the table.) 

Ceunt. You may keep it—Mac Dermot. 

Mae D. What !—I touch it !~-No, my lard !=-Don’t you think 
ss defpife your guineas !—-An Irifhman is not to be paid for 
a blow! 

Count. With increafing confeioxfness of error, and fruggling quite 
bis feelings |—I—l— have been hafty— , 

Mac D. Well, well'—’Tis viry well ! 

Count. | am—f—l am forry, Mac Dermot. 

0 + ees. My lord ! 

ount. [Emphatically} Very forry— 
Mac D. My lord! yA Nery ery | 
Count. Pray forget it! [T ating him by ibe bard] I caanot for- 
give mytelf, . lg 
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" Mac D. By the bleffed Mary, then, but I can.—Your lordhip 
ts a noble genti¢man !——There is many an upftart lord has the 
courage to ftrike, whin they know their poor itarving depindants 
bands are chained to their fides, by wretchednefs aad opprefiion : 
but few indeed have the courage to own the injury! 

Count. 1 will remember, Mac Dermot, that 1 am in your debt. 

Mac D. Faith, and if you do, my lord, your mimory will ‘be 
better than mine !—I have lived with your lordfhip fome yeats ; 
and, though not always a kind, you have always been a ginerous 
matter. To be fure, I niver before had the honour of a blow 
from your lordfhip ; buat then 1 niver before had the fatisfaction 
to be quite fure that, while you remimbered yourfelf to be a lord, 
you had not forgotten poor Mac Dermot was a man. 

Count. Well, well! [Afide, and bis pride returning) He thiaks 
he has a licence now to prate —There is no teaching fervants ; 
nay indeed there is no teaching any body a fenfe of propriety ! 

Mac D. Did your lordthip fpake? [Bowing hindly.] 

Count. Give me that letter. And—take the moneyIt is yours. 

Mac D. Your lordthip will be plafed for to pardon me there.— 
If you think proper, you may give me twice as mach to-morrow. 
—Bat the divle a doit I’ll touch for to-day ! 

Couat. Wait within call. ‘ 

Mac D. [Going] I niver before knew he was all togedther fuch 
a jewel of a matter! { Exit. 


Art. xxxviit. The Widow of Malabar. A Tragedy, in Three 
Ais, as it 18s performed at the Theatre, Covent-Garden By 
Mariana Starke. 8vo. 47 pa. Pr. 1s. 6d. Lané. 179%. 


Tuts is another imitation from the French; and many of 
the fcenes muft have a ftriking ftage effect ; but in the clofer, 
the intereft which it excites is not fufficiently warm to extort 
praife, though it may foften cenfure. M. 








Art. xxxix. 4 concife Statement of Tranfattions and Circum- 
Jtances refpecting the King’s Theatre in the Haymarket. By 
Mr. Taylor, the Proprietor. Together with the official Gora 
refpondence upon the fame Subjeét, between the Right Hon. the | 
Lord Chamberlain and-Earl Cholmandeley, Fc. 46 p. pr. 18. 
Debrett. 1791. 


Mr. Taytor, in this pamphlet, ftates, that the eftablifh- 
ment of the Opera Houfe for more than 80 years, the recogs 
mition of it by the legiflature, and the circumftance of its 
having been erected on premifes leafed from the crown, for the 
é apreft purpofe of a theatre, the invariable protection of the 
crown, had induced him to purchafe this property from an idea 
that there was an abfolute certainty of an exclufive licence. 

He complains of the cruel advantage that has been taken of 
the fire, by which this building was confumed in June, 1789, 
and trufts, that as the theatre is now completely finifhed, on 
4 plan of magnificence and accommodation, which will re 
enge 
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lenge a comparifon with any one in Europe, that it will not 
remain * a f{plendid monument of unexampled opppreffion !’ 





Art. xii. Prophecies delivered by a Defcendant from the-Orack 
of Delphos, of the future Lives and Deaths of the following 
diftinguifhed Perfonages, Sc. 4to. §6-pages, price 2s. 6d, 
Pricft. 1791. | : 

Satire may prove a wholefome Corrective when. dealt out 
with a difcriminating and mafterly hand, but when applicd, as 
in the prefent inftance, for the purpofes of general ceniure, 
and indifcriminate abufe, it can only excite our contempt. 





Art. xur. Ademors of Antonina, Qucen of Abo, ai/playing her 
private Intriguesand uncommon Pajfions. With Family Sketches 
and curious Anecdotes of Great Perfons, ‘Vranflated from the 
French. 2 vels. bound in one. 412m0. 161 p. pr. 2s. 6d. 
fewed. Bently. 1791. 

No tafk is more painful than that of condemning cither the 
original works or tranflations of other men ; we are, however, 
rcluctantly forced to declare, that this is a vile catchpenny pro- 


duction, replete with gre/s abuje againtt a diltinguifhed perfonage- 


on the Continent, and equally offeniive to delicacy and morality. 
Oo. 





tbo CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Correfpondent from Suffolk, who figns himfelf ©. P. accufes 
us of an impropriety in having noticed Dr. Hamilton’s Prac- 
tical Hints on Opium, which was reviewed in Vol. viil. pe 38. 
becaule he fays the pampblet was not advertifed in the Lona 
papers, nor intended for file, but only for circalation in his own 
neighbourhood. We were altogether ignorant of this, for the title 
page exprefsly dee'ares that the pamphlet is to de fold, which we 
are perivaded is a manifeit and abfolute publication, and as fuch, 
fully juitifies the admiffion gf it into our Journal. Our practice 
has, however, we are free to acknowledge, extended {till further 
than this, for we have reviewed fevera! articles, which have not, 12 
any way, been expoted to fale, as we even think the circumitance 
of being printed and difributed, fubje&s a book to public opinion, 

With reipect to our criticifm on the pamphlet which ‘the writer 
is dilfstished with, we fee nothing in the letter to make us think 
it an improperone, andil he wil! confult the reports of the Humane 
Society, he will perhaps be convinced that the ufe of the hollow 
boogie, and the application of electricity, which he feems to think. 
origmally fuggeited by Dr. Hamilton, have been reforted to 1@ 
other cales of fufpended animation. We can further affure Dr. 
Hamilton, that in our revicw of the pamphlet, as we tru has” 
beer, and ever will be, the cafe with every other article, we were 
not in the finalleit degree influenced either by prejadice-or pér- 
tiality. We think it right to add, that we fhall ever pay atieation 
to letters written with fo much candor as the ‘prefént is, and that 
mothing but its extraordinary length prevented our inferting it. 
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TITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 





HISTORY OF ACADEMIES, 


ART. I. ROYAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, AT GOTTINGEN, 


The following queftions were propofed by the Academy at the laft 
November meeting. 

1. For November, 1791. It has hitherto been admitted, that the 
refiftance #0 a plane moved obliquely through a refifting medium is as 
the fquare of the finé of inclination. In France it has been found by 
experiment, that this rule is not juft, and that the greater the obliquity 
the greater its deviation from the truth: but for the proportion betwixt 
the angle and the refiftance Mr. Bofiuet has given an approximation 
which is not applicable to curved furfaces. The experiments, too, 
were made in water only ; yet it may be prefumed, that the refiftance 
of air differs from that of water, not merely on account of its greater 
rarity, but alfo of its elafticity. Analyiis, therefore, requires much 
from mathematics, before it can fubititute a true theory of projectiles 
inftead of the parabolic. It 1s demanded, then: Jn oblique refifiances, 
avhat proporticn does the refifiance bear to the angle of inclination? and 
bow may the refiflance to curved furfaces be found ? 

2. For November 1792. The deft explanation of every thing which 

Trajan did, or dire&ted, in bit campaigns and expeditions along the Da- 
mube; nat orily from hiflorians and geographers, but from ancient monu- 
Mens. ‘ 
3. For November 1793- To examine and demonftrate by careful ana 
Qtcurate experiments, the difference between the cyftic and hepatic bile, avith 
rejpect fo teeir component parts, and mode of mixture: whether the bile of 
mammatia b, fimilar to that of birds, am phibia, a wi fifbes . that of carni- 
vorous, to that of 2 ramintvorous and omntvorous animals ; and that of ru- 
minating animals, to that of thofe which do not ruminate: whether it be 
wot this which occafions the diffi regce of its component parts: ewhat inferences 
may thence be drawn of the ujes of the bile in the animal body, and its 
Jaiutary powers : and what cautions are to be taken in appl ying to the bu- 
man frame experiments made with the bile of other animals, 

s| he prize for each is co duc. {22l. 1os.}] Alfo: 

4. For july I7v7Oo!. What is the reajon, that ornaments of public build- 
ing: ’ bridges, railings, moruments , writ fiones, trees and banks of awalks, 
Ue. an defaced out ‘of mere matice more fre quently in Germany, oF int many 
parts of it at leat, than in Italy and other countrics ? and how may this 
apparer, tl; national victoutnefs be me fh fecur ly and jpeedily eradicated ? 

§» For November 1791. What is the leaft expenfive mode of enclofing 
towns, that have neither walls nor dikes, fo that no cue cam go in oF bub 
Bperceived # 

6. For July 1792. Wonld it be advantageous in Lower Saxony ta 
Sabfiitute carthen pipes for thofe of awood, in which the water 1 conveyed 
under the pavement of the frrects of fome trwns? and avhat vould be the 


aference of expence im laying them down, and keeping them in v pair ? 
Vox, IX, Bb 7. For 
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7. For November 1792. How, or under what circumflances, 
marious enfurance-offices be detrimental toa ftate? and how may therr being 
fi be moft fecurely provided againfi ? 

The prizes for each of thefe is 12 duc. [5]. 8s.] The papers in 
anfwer to the queftions for November muft be fent before the end of 
the month of September preceding ; and to thofe for July, before the 
end of the preceding May. 


ART. 11, ROYAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND BELLES LETTRES, 
AT BERLIN, 


Sept. 30. At this meeting no prize was adjudged, as no fatisfac- 
tory paper was fent in anfwer to cither of the queftions: at the fame 
tine the following new ones were propofed, 

1. What bas been the re al progre/s of metaphyfics in Germany fince the 
time of Leibnitz and Wolff ? 

2. To compare the principal dead aud lic ing languages of Exrope, qwith 
refpe® to their coprifnc/s, regularity, force, harmony, and other advantages 
of avhich a langue gi ts Sifeeptible.—T o fhow in what each as fuperior or 
rx ferior to the ren, a at paint ont the reafansm—To determine thofe, avbich, 
by the moft adr aula geous combination of theje different qualities, feem nearcft 
to approach that perfection which human language is capable of attaining, 

‘Lhe papers on cach mutt be fent before the end of January, 1792. 

At this meeting count de Hertzbegg read a difcourfe on the politi- 
cal events of the year, comparing the tranquillity enjoyed by the 
Proffian dominions with the commotions of others. Ab, Denina read 
a paper on the queftion: Whether the Germans have equalled the 
Englith in the arts and fciences, or whether it may be prefumed, that 
they will equal them? Mr. Erman began an hiftorical eulogy of 
Charlotta Sophia, wife of Frederic I, Mr. Burfa read a differtation 
on the arenarium of Archimedes. And Mr. Klein, an examination of 
the influence of philofophy on public affairs. 


ART. 111, ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, OF PARIS. 

Dec. 2g. ‘the prize of 6001. [251.] for the queftion refpecting 
the decay of iorefls, and the means of remedying it, was divided be- 
tween Mr. J. F. Baillon, of Montreuil-fur-mer, and Mr. Demoneet. 
‘To one of the queitions propofed for this year [fee our Rev. Vol. 
VI. ps 354. N® 1.] no fatisfactory anfwer was received ; with refpett 
to the other [ib, N° 2.] the fociety defers awarding the prize, until 
it has had time for putting to the teft of experiment the procefles offered, 

Gold medals were beitowed on Mr. Bouchard, of Veymard near 
Mortefontaine, for having founded a prize in favour of parents who 
fhould fend their children to the public fchools of their diftriét, the 
education of the poor appearing to him greatly neglected: to Mr, 
Fuge, of Limoges, for having planted extenfive nurferies of trees, 
which were much wanted there: to Mr. Doujou, for having drai 
two thoufand acres of falt marfh, and preferved them from the inunda- 
tions of the fea by dikes: to Mr. Guerre, for the cultivation of fome 
barren lands near Paris: to Mr. Varenne, formerly de Fenille, for 
agricultural improvements: to Mr: Draler, for making confiderable 
pinatations of wood in a country where but little grew, promoting 
the cultivation of potatoes, &c.: to Mr. Tranchon, of Foile Martin 


near Meaux, for having fold his grain at a low price whea a ae 
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dearth was threatened: to Mr. Hervé-Broufait, of Morlaix, for ex- 
tenfive plantations of wood, which was become extremely fcarce : to 
the eldeft daughter of Mr. Premier, of Chatelleraut, who for fome 
years has taught the children of the neighbourhood to fpin cotton, and 
furnifhed employment for feveral weavers: to Mr. Calor, formerly 
de Lorinerie, for having promoted the cultivation of potatoes in fandy 
lands near the fea-fhore: to Mr, Cochereau, of Chateau-du-Loir, for 
agricultural improvements¢ to Dr. G, Oftertag, jun. of Strafburg, 
who has faved the lives of many peafants by his difinterefted care of 
them in epidemic difeafes, and has for feveral years inftruéted country 
midwives in their art gratis: to Mr. Amable-Antoine Bonnefoy, of 
Thiers, for his zeal in agriculture: and to Mr. ‘¥. Ya/min, a free 
negro of St. Domingo. Mr. Ja{min, who is now fourfcore, has efta- 
blithed an hofpital, where he has for thirty-five years employed him- 
felf, his wife, and twelve flaves, in fuccouring people of colour la- 
bouring under want or difeafe. A {mall eftate has funifhed him with 
the means of fupplying the neceflary expences, as well as of maintain- 
ing feveral children which have been expofed at his door. 

A filver medal, and 1001, [4]. 3s. 4d.] were adjudged to Mrs. 
Ratler, wife of a ploughman, who has for near five years taken care of 
achild left with her to aurfe, whofe parents fhe has never fince heard 
of, at the fame time having four children of her own, 

To Mr. Vattier, Mr. Creuze-la-Touche, and Mr. Preffac, have been 
given one ram and two ewes of the Spanifh breed each. 

Various improved implements of agriculture have alfo been diftri- 
buted in diftri¢ts where they appeared to be moft wanted. 

The following are the queftions renewed, or propofed. 

1. 4 plan of moral education for the inhabitants of the country, calculated 
onthe principles of the new conftitution, It mutt be compoted in fuch a 
manner that it may be fit to put into the hands of fuck for whom it is 
dehgned, of any age, and of cither fex. 

2. To determine by re pe ated comparative experiments the bef methods of 
btaining the fibrous parts of vegetables, and afcertaining their qualitic Se 

3. What are the moft certain means of obtaining new varieties. of vege- 
ables ufeful in rural or dameftic economy? and what are the ‘méthods of 
familiarifing different varieties of vegetables to the climate of any country ? 


4 What is the moft econamical and profitable method of charring 
wood ? 

5. What are the beft means of faving fire-wood, without diminifbing 
that quantity of beat which habit has rendered neceffary in a boufe? 

The prize for N° 4 isa gold medal: for 2 and 3, 6ool. [25].} 
each: and for 4 and 5, 3001. f121. 10s.) each. The papers on each 
muit be fent to Mr. Brouffinet, fecrétaire perpetuel, rue des Blancs Max 
aux, N° 20, before the ift of June, 1791. 

ART. IV. SOCIETY OF EMULATION, AT BOURG-EN-BRESSEs 

The following queftion, for the prize of 3001. [12]. 105], is poft- 
‘Poned to the ft of Auguit, 1792. 

Ma bat is the general nature of the meadors-land of the province of Brefe* 
‘oat are the plants maft commonly growing there: which of them are 
Srejudicial: and avhat is the beft mode of deftroying them? In what 
"specs are the cultivation of meadows, and management of hay, in that 
brevince, defe@ive ? And how may good meadows be formed in ~ 
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of every quality, particularly beatks or ponds, and what are the plane 
awhich would bef jucceed in them ? 


THEOLOG Y, 


Art.v. Paris. Odjerwations fur le Décret de I’ Affemblie Nationale, 
(Se. Remarks on the Decree of the National Ailembly which di- 
rects a new Divifion of Parifhes: by Mr.Gregoire. 8vo, 1790. 


This tract affords many excellent remarks on the decree of the 
national aflembly, the necefiity of a new divifion of parifhes from 
changes in the iftate of population, and the duties and funétions of a 
fpiritual pattor, * ‘The affecting emblem of the thepherd and his 
flock,’ fays Mr. G., * vanifhes, if the paitor know not all his parith- 
joners. He ought with paternal folicitude to watch over their con- 
duct, fupport the weak, bring back the wanderer to the right path, 
reconcile differences, promote the execution of the civil law, and en- 
force obedience to thar of confcience. He ought to traverfe waltes, 
climb rocks, afd brave the inclemency of every feafon, to confole the 
unfortunate, and vilit thofe affliéted with difeafe. To the tedious 
tale of the former he will liften with patient attention ; nor will he 
hefitate to refpire the putrid miafmata that fill the chamber of the 
latter. It is his duty to fuperintend the fchools, and affitt the i 
rance of his parifhioners; to guide by his counfels thofe whom he 
edifies by his example ; to write for one, to advife witha fecond, and 
to intercede for athird. Henceforward, too, the zeal of the citizen 
paitor will have a more extenfive {phere of a¢tion. His miniftry 
aflumes a new afpect whilft he unfolds to a free people, who have re 
gained their rights and their fovereignty, the political principles which 
unite them to the ftate, and the religious ones which unite them to 
God ; teaching them the duties of the citizen with thofe of the chrif- 
tian.” Ina note Mr. G. recommends, as a model of pulpit inftruction, 
Ab, Lamouretie’s Civic Sermons. [See above, p. 118. ] 

L’Efprit des Fournaux, 


MEDICINE. 


Arr. vi. Paris. The month of Auguft was warm and dry: the 
latter fo much as to be injurious to vegetation ; on which account fruits 
were fcarce, and the vintage greatly injured. Storms were frequent, 
and many diftritts fuffered from hail. 

It was in general healthy, difeafes being rare. ‘Thofe which pre 
vailed were bilious or rheumatic.  Bilious fynocha was moft common, 
degenerating into regular putrid fever. Rheumatic complaints were 
of the acute kind, and required bleeding. Some of thefe term: 
in regular putrid fever. Diarrhea with colic, flight appearances 
dyfentery, eruptive difeafes, red-gum in children, eryfipelas in adults, 
inflammations of the eyes, and fore throats generally ending with the 
fuppuration of one of the tonfils, were obferved during the courle 
this month. Melancholv affections were very common, frequently 
terminating in fettled alicnation of mind. Hemorrhoidal complaints 
were kept up by moral caufes, and exhibited many phenomena, which 
it may not be amifs hereafter to colle&. Chronic difeafes offered 
thing remarkable. Arthritic complaints were more chronic thanacutts 
Diicaies peculiar to women were more frequent and violent than ufval. 

‘Journ. de Médeciat- 
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vit. Nouveau Plan de Conftitutton pour la Médecine, Fe. New 
jan for the Conttitution of Medicine in France: by the Royal So- 
ciety of Medicine. 4toO. 201 p. 
‘It is neceffary to be clear, exact, brief, and always veracious, 
y the authors of ‘this plan. Would to heaven they had had the good- 
nefs to join e xample with precept! then would not a poor reviewer, 
{to read all they think fit to publith, have been condemned to 


ob! F ige uu 
three whole hours of ennai. Journal de Médecine. 


ArT. Vill. Du Sere vice aes Hopit QUux militaives , EP, On the Service 
of military Hofpitals, reduced to its true Principles: by Mr. Cotte, 
firt Phyfician to the Camps and Armies of the King. Svo. 338 3p. 
price fewed 3 2 |, 25. 6d. | 1790. 

Mr. C. delivers his fentiments on the late ch: inges made in the mili- 
tary hofpital s with franknefs, and points out therr difadvantages both 
to the foldi r, and the public, whilft many old and faithful fervants 
have been wantonly depris ur of their bread, to make room for thofe 

who had no title but favour. He alfo enters into the feveral details of 
the fervice, examines the beft mode of conducting it, and fhows in 

what refpects the military hofpitals of France were fuperior to thofe of 
other countries. Journal de Médecine. 


As the accounts of the two preceding articles are anonymous, we 
fuppofe they were written by the editor, Mr. Bacher. 


AR 8. @ 2 =e 

Aat.1x. Gottingen. J. F. Blum eenbachii, Se. Decas CalleBionis 
jue Crantorum diverfarum Gentium, Ot. |. KF, Blumenbach’s De- 

cade of his Colleétion of Skulls of different Nations illuftrated. 

30 p. al ngs 

Prof. | . proceeds with unwearied diligence to inveftigate the in- 
terefting fal ject of his inaugural differtation, the native varieties of 
the hy uman {pecies, and here gives us an important tract relative to it, 
ina deferi iption of ten fkulls from various nations, which is made more 
inftructive and entertain ing by his remarks, In felecting thefe, it was 
of primary cot ifequence to afcertain their genuinenefs, and that they 
were really charaéteriftic of the feveral nations, not accidental. va- 
netics. ‘This the prof. has done as. far as poffible. The fkulls here 
defcrit ed are: 1. of an F gy ptian mummy. The cranium is {mall, 
and prefled together as uw ere from each fide, pri ncipally towards the 
fummit. The forehead is fmall and arched, ‘The remainder of the 
lace from the brow to the chin is long. ‘The eve- -brows are very pro- 
minent. The orbits are wide, and not far from each other, as the 
0s ethmoides is fmall. ‘The fofla malaris is deep. ‘The lower jaw is 
large and { Rrong, The teeth are very large. The occiput projects 
far heckw ard, 2, Of a Turk. The cranium is nearly fpherical. 
The occiput projects very little backw ard. The forehead is broad, 
The {pace hetelees the eye-brows prominent. The parts of the face 
are in pleafing proportion, The condyli occipitales are large, and 
much bent. ‘The aperture of the nofe is narrow, and femicircular at 
te lower part, The alveolar procefs of the upper jaw is very fhort. 
3- Of an Afiatic (fuppofed of a Tartar). ‘The form of this is very 


‘ngular, The fummit of the head is elevated, compreffed, and_boat- 
B b 3 formed 
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formed (carinatus). The fagittal future is obliterated, yet 
not from age, as the others are perfect, the jaw teeth found, and the 
dentes fapientiz fcarcely cut. ‘The occiput is. dependent, and elon- 
gated. 4. Of aCoflack. The orbits of the eyes are very deep and 
wide, but low. The aperture of the nofe is wide. The brows are 
Very prominent, and nearly touch each other. The linea femicireu- 
laris of the temple rifes from the proceffus malaris of the os frontis into 
2 pointed hill as it were. The angles of the lower jaw are drawn 
backwards in a manner that may be almoft termed monftrous, and are 
fcabrous at the infertion of the mafleter mufcles. ‘The foramen mag. 
num is fmall, The os occipitis is extraordinarily thick at the apo- 
phyfes. ‘The fubftance of the bones of the cranium is fo compatt, 
that parts accidentally worn by friction fhine like polifhed marble, 
Its fpecific gravity is confequently great. ‘The other bones of the 
fkeletog, which prof. B. poffeffes, are fimilar, in this refpect. The 
fiernunt is near four inches broad, 5. Of aCalmuc. ‘The vifage is 
flat; the cranium deprefied ; and its bones projecting on each fide, 
"The bones of the nofe are extremely finall, and nearly perpendicular, 
There are fearcely any arcus fupraciliares, and the root of the nofe is 
fo little deprefied, ‘that from the forehead through the glabella to the 
nofe fcarcely any incurvation is perceptible. he aperture of the 
nofe is very fmall, ‘The fofla malaris is extremely flat. The foramen 
of the occiput is fmall, and its condyli flat. The maftoid procefies 
are very {mall. 6.7.8. Of Moors. 'Thefe three differ much from 
each other. ‘The lower jaw proje¢ts much more in the 2d than in the 
3d. The aperture of the nofe is very wide in the 3d; in the other 
two, much narrower: in the 2d its lower edge is fharp; in both the 
others, rounded. In the rit the root of the nell is deprefled, and hasa 
deep furrow acrofs it: this is lefs in the 2d, leaft m the 3d. The 
ridge of the nofe is acute in the 2d ; lefs fo in the 1ft ; rounded in the 
3d. ‘The horizontal lamina of the bone of the palate is broadeft in 
the 3d; lefs in the 2d; in the rft as fmall as in any European. The 
orbits of the eyes very wide in the 3d; very narrow in the 2d. The 
hinder part of the occiput projects fo as almoft to form a point in 
the 2d; in the gd it is nearly fpherical. ‘The 2d is much thicker and 
heavier than either of the others. 9. Of a North American. The 
cranium is deprefled, broad, and projecting fuperiorly on each fide. 
The aperture of the nofe is very wide, and the conchae medi at the 
fame time hollowed out into a kind of bladders. ~ The dentes inciforn 
are fhort but very fharp. The frontal future is not obliterated. ‘The 
whole cranium is very light, and its bones are very thin, 10. Ofa 
Caribee of the ifland of St. Vincent’s. The forehead is prefied back- 
wards, ‘The orbits of the eyes are very wide and turned upwards, as 
the lamina orbitalis of the os frontis has a confiderable inclination, 
The diftance of the os unguis from the fulcus fupraorbitalis is thence 
very great. The parictal bones projeét greatly on each fide. 
bones of the nofe are very long. ‘The dentes inciforii are tha like 
a cylinder cut off obliquely from behind, where they have a longtte- 
dinal furrow, The forms of the offa parictalia and frontis are 
bly owing to preffure at an early age, 

Jen Allg. Lit. Zeit. 
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Ant. x. Sur l’AGion de la Lumiere folaire pour blanchir la Cire faune, 
tee, On the Aétion of the Light of the Sun in bleaching yellow 
Wax: by Mr. J. Sennebier. Journal de Phyfique. 
Doubting the fuppofed effect of dew or water upon wax in bleach. 

ing, Mr. S. enclofed yellow wax between two glafs plates, by pouring 

it upon one of them, and applying the other upon it: after which he 
clofed the edges of the two glaffes with ag eee An apparatus of 
this kind being expofed to the fun’s light, from the 1oth of April to 
the roth of May, the wax was completely bleached in all parts which 

did not exceed' two lines in thicknefs. Another apparatus inclofed in 

a water box in the fame expofure remained perfectly yellow, Wax 

fpread out upon a fimilar plate of glafs, but not covered with another 

plate, was bleached by the fun’s light, though rather more flowly than 
the former. Another plate of glafs and wax of this laft kind being 
kept in the dark was not bleached, Yellow wax moiftened, or kept 
under water, was bleached more flowly than that of the firlt apparatus. 

From this and other experiments, Mr. S, afcertains that, the dew has 

no part in the bleaching. ‘The following part of his memoir contains 

an account of the experiments of Beckman and others, which well de- 
ferve to be confulted. 


Art. xt. Extrait d’une Lettre de M, Crell, Eve. Extra&t of a Letter 
from Mr. Crell on a new metallic Subftance called the Menackanite 
from Cornwall, difcovered by Mr, Gregor. 

This earth is black, and refembles gun-powder : it is foluble in 
vitriolic acid, which it renders yellowith : if polifhed iron be added 
to this it becomes red, inclining to the colour of the amethyft: phlo- 
gifticated alkali added to this folution affords a white yellow precipi- 
tate: the tinéture of nutgalls caufes the fame folution to aflume an 
orange colour: if the nitrous acid be added to the firft folution, it 
turns it blue; if to the folution which has been changed by — 
it turns it black: manganefe produces nearly the fame effeét with both 
liquors. Mr, Gregor obtained a regulus from the earth by re- 
duttion. 

_ This letter alfo contains various confirmations of the difcoveries of 

the new metals. 


Art. x11. The following letter from Mr. Wefrumb we hhall give 
as literally as poffible, from the Allgemeine Literatur-Zeitung of Jena. 

From the moment that the metallization of fimple earths at Schem- 
nitz was firft made public, I have been making many experiments on 
the fubjet. ‘The refults of my firft attempts compelled me to deny 
the fact, from experience, and from reafons that muft be obvious to 
every one who is not a novice in chemiftry. However, about the end 
of November laft, as I obtained larger reguli from calcareous, mag~- 
nefian, and aluminous earths than before ; and, on the other hand, 
as powdered crucibles and oil, and coal and oil, afforded me no reguli, 
as they formerly had ; I embraced the opinion of Mr. von Ruprecht, 
and, in a fit of conviétion, fent Mr. Crell a memoir in favour of the 
capability of earthy being metallized, which he has publifhed, or will 
publih, in his chemical annals. ‘The account of my experiments, 
Which has appeared in the Aig. Lit. Zeit. [fee our Rev. p, 111, of 
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this vol.] feems, I know not how, to have come from him. A Ion 
feries of experiments, in which I have been employed from that time 
to the middle of January nearly, compels me to regret that precipi- 
tancy. For I now know, as 1 thall foon more fully thow, thar the 
Supt fed reguli of earths proceed almoft all from the crucibles themfelves, 
and in all probability are nothing but iron. ] have this moment obtained 
{mall reguli, attra¢ted by the magnet, from feveral lids of crucibles, 
with which I had covered the mixtures of alkali and oil, coal and oil, 
and powdered crucibles and oil. Thefe feem to have fweated out of 
the crucibles, and adhere to their internal furface in a glafly thell. I 
readily admit, that it does not become me to confider the point as 
decided ; but I think I ought to fay, that Meff. Lafius, Murray, and 
Bifchoff, who were the conitant companions of my labours, are of the 
fame opinion with myfelf. 


Hameln, Jan. 15, 1791. Bergcommiilar Weftrumh, 


To this we fhall fubjoin, from the fame journal, an extraét of 
a letter from Mr. Karften, dated Berlin, Feb. 3, which confirms the 
above account. 

Mr. K. tells us, that a variety of experiments were performed in 
his laboratory, at the royal mint, under the dire¢tion of prof. Klap- 
roth, and in the prefence of Dr. Hermbitadt, the mine-fecretary 
Wahler, and the mint-warden Frik, and occafionally fome others ; 
of which experiments the following were the refults, 

1. Extremely pure fimple earths, expofed to the flrongeft fire of a 
double bellows furnace, which fufed the fubftance of the Ipfer craci- 
bles ufed both as a fupport and to contract the furnace above, were 
periectly intufible, if they were not in contaét with the crucible, 
2. On the other hand, calcareous, heavy, and magnefian earths, were 
fufed into a periect glaze where they came into contact with the infide 
of an Heilian crucible, 3. Either of thefe, mixed with coal-powder, lin- 
feed oil, and calcined bones, and put into a Heiflian crucible, afforded 
more or lefs bright gray neetailic grains; which, however, were not 
found at the bottom, but partiy in the middle of the mafs, partly on 
the outiide next the crucible. Their proportion was always very 
final}; when three drams of magnefia, dried by ared heat, were ufed, 
never more than three grains and half of metal were collected, and 
feldom more than two. 4. The fame mafs, being put into Heflian 
ailay-dutes, fo lined with coal-powder by means of gum-water, that 
its aétual contact with them was impoffible, fimilar grains of metal 
were produccd ; yet only at the inner fartace of the dutes: the earths 
were not fufed, and none of the grains were found in the mafs, or 
near it. ¢. Alfo the pureft coal-powder, mixed with linfeed oil and 
calcined bones, tr: ated in the fame manner in Heffian crucibles, with- 
out any earth, produced fimilar metallic grains. 6, Earths treated in 

the fame way, tn crucibles of the fineft porcelain compofition of the 
manufacture here, with covers of the fame, afforded not the leaft grain 
of metal. 7. Magnefia b ing thus treated in porcelain crucibles with 
covers made of the fame fubttance as the Heflian crucibles, fimilat 
metallic grains were found on the furface, as well on the calcined 
bones which were baked together, as on the fufed magnefia, and bat 
lightly funk into the mafs, fo that at leaft one-third of each remained 
aoove it. 
krom. 
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From thefe experiments it appears, that the grains of metal ob- 
tained proceeded from the fubitance of the crucibles; and this the 
examination of them confirmed: for thofe which were capable of 
being attracted by the magnet in their fimple ftate, fhowed themfelves 
to be nothing but common iron, whilft the greater part, which were 
fo only when powdered, appeared to be fiderite. ‘The laft was deci- 
dedly proved by diffolving the grains in aqua regia, and precipitating 
by vitriolic acid, This was confidered as a proof of the contrary at 
Vienna; the precipitate being deemed felenite, whilft the metal ob- 
tained with calcareous earth alone was ufed. But metal obtained 
with magnefia gave a fimilar precipitate: and it was clear, that the 
precipitate in both cafes was a true phofphorated calx of iron, as well 
from its other properties, as from its inftant reduction upon a coal 
with borax by means of the blow-pipe. At the public meeting of 
the Academy of Sciences yelterday, prof. Klaproth read a paper, in 
which he gave a more ample account of the above experiments, with 
various cnftructive chemical reflections, and cautions on the circum- 
fpection neceflary in chemical experiments, and on the poffibility of 
being mifled by feeming difcoveries, ‘This paper will fhortly appear 


entire in Gren’s Journal der Phyfk, and in the Bergmdunifche ‘Fournale. 


NATURAL KNOWLEDGE, 


Art. xiut. Lettre de M. de Luc, Sc. Letter from Mr. de Luc on 
the Formation of the calcareous Strata of the Earth, their firft 
Cataftrophes, and volcanic Eruptions. Journ. de Phyfique. 


In this letter, Mr. de L. endeavours to fhow the futility of the fup- 
pofition that the calcareous ftrata were formed of the remains of marine 
animals. He obferves, that the fole argument on which it bottoms is 
the exifience of fuch remains in thofe ftrata: but there are calcareous 
{trata in which there are none of thofe remains, fimilar kinds are 
found in calcareous ftrata of different {pecies, different kinds are found 
in calcareous ftrata of the fame fpecies, and equally great inafles of 
the very fame kinds are found in filiceous and argillaceous ftrata. ‘The 
idea of precipitation then appears to be the only one admiffible. 

Vir. de L. having, in the preceding letter, noticed the firft four 
periods of terrettrial revolutions, now proceeds to a fifth, in which our 
grand chains of mountains were formed. In this, the part of the cruft 
which formed the bottom ofthe ancient fea, gave way in various 
places, and whilft one edge of the vaft fragments tank down, the other 
would reft againft the folid ramifications that fupported the fhell. In 
this pofition, the adhefion of the different ftrata to each other not 
being equal to that between the ftrata of the fame kind, the firft formed, 
Or granitic, would remain at the fummit; the next, or {chiltous, 
would flide lower on that, and conftitute the fecond rank in the chain; 
whilft the caleareous, which was formed ftill later, being precipitated 
from the fea whilft the other two were its bottom, would flide on the 
fchiftous, and become the laft. Deviations from this order would 
occafionally arife from flighter cataflrophes of a fimilar nature, and 
other phenomena. 

During this period alfo it may be prefumed volcanic eruptions took 
place, as we find their products intermingled with fubfequently formed 
ftrata, but never with the primordial ones ; and the water introduced 
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within the croft by this fecond grand cataftrophe of it would hare 
undergone fome changes in its nature, whence it might give birth to 
new tees. That the feat of volcanoes exifts beneath that crutt, ap. 
pears from the confideration, that the accenfion of pyrites in the 
argillaceous ftrata, fufficiently foft for that purpofe, would be inca. 
pable of raifing fuch quantities of lava to the A we frequently 
find them carried, as the fuperincumbent mafs would be too feeble to 
form fufficient refiftance. This too is in fome meafure confirmed by 
the fragments of. granite found amongit the lava of ancient volcanoes, 
and thrown up by thofe which now exiit: proofs that they pajled 
through ftrata of that clafs. 


NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 


Art. xiv. Lettre de M. van Marum, °c. Letter from Mr. van 
Marum to Mr. de la.Meétherie. Fcurnal de Phyfique. 
In this letter, Mr. Van M. gives an account of experiments by 

which he has clearly determined, that the eleétric fhock and thunder- 
ttrokes deilroy life by depriving the animal fyitem of irritability. 
His experiments were made on eels, which have the -faculty of pre- 
ferving their irritability for fome hours after they have been cut in 
pieces, or otherwife mortally injured. The eels which were fubjected 
to the ftroke of the great Haerlem battery, which contains 590 fquare 
feet of coated furface, were inftantly deprived of all irritability. and 
when experiments were made by paffing the fhock through only part 
of the creature, the other part which had not received the fhock, was 
not deprived of irritability, though the moit powerful ftimauli were 
incapable of irritating in the flighteft degree the parts through which 
the ftroke had pafied. 


NATURAL HISTORY. 
Art. xv. Hambarg. The colleétion of infetts of the late Dr. 


Schultze, confitting of 1012 coleoptera, 269 hemiptera, 1211 lepi- 
doptera, 76 neuroptera, 312 hymenoptera, 166 diptera, and 117 ap- 
tera, is to be difpofed of. Each fpecies is in a feparate cafe, between 
double glafles well centented. The cafes are all made proportionate 
toeach other; and the name of the genus and fpecies, with a refer- 
ence to Linne or Fabricius, is written in white paint on the black 
frame. The dottor’s hortus fecus, containing 2800 fpecies of plants, 
is-alfo to be fold. Any one who wifhes to purchafe either may apply 
to Mr. F. A. Schaltze, in der diifiern Straffe, N° 153. 
Jen. Allg. Lit. Zit. 


Art. xv1- Berlin. A large and curious collection of fhells, 
corals, minerals, petrefactions, gems rough and polifhed, marbles, ani- 
mals preferved in fpirits, ancient and Indian weapons, cajfts in plaiter 
and wax, horns, bones, &c. of animals, optical inftruments, &c. 1s 
be difpoiid of, together or in parcels, by Mad. Rebelt, an der Petre 
hirche, im golderten Reb, where they may be feen. 

Sen. Allg. Lit, Ltit, 
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Art. xvite Lifbon. Flora Cochinchinenfis, Se. Fl. Co. contain- 
ing the Plants growing in the Kingdom of Cochin-China : to which 
are added, Others obferved in the Empire of China, in the eaftern 
Parts of Africa, and various Places in India; all arranged accord- 
ing to the fexual Syitem of Linné; by J. de Loureiro, “Large gto, 
Vol. I. 373 p. Vol. Il. 365 p. 1790. 

This work unqueftionably forms a valuable addition to our know- 
ledge of plants. Mr. L. refided thirty-fix years in Cochin-China, 
whither he was fent as a miffionary ; and the prudence of his conduct 
not only protected him from molettation, though privately purfuing an 
employment contrary to the law of the land, but procured him fuch 
favour with the king, that he winked at his endeavours, and appointed 
him prefident of mathematics and natural philofophy at the court. 
Finding nothing would fo much promote his grand object as furnifhing 
the fick with proper medicines, and thofe of Europe being there ex- 
tremely expenfive, he conceived the defign of forming a materia 
medica from the productions of the country. For this purpofe he 
applied himfelf to the ftudy of botany, and was fortunately fupplied 
with the works of Linné, by capt. Riddel, an Englifhman, ‘then at 
Canton. To his proficiency in this ftudy we are indebted for the 
work which we here announce from the Allgemeine Literatur-Zeitung 
of Jena, and of which we intend to give our readers an ample account 
as foon as We can procure it. 


Art. xvii. Dominici Vandelli Viridarium Grifley Lufitanicum, &F ce, 
Grifley’s Plants of Portugal, illuftrated with the Linnean Names: 
by D. Vandelli. Publifhed by Order of the Royal Academy. 8v0. 
134 Pp. 178Q- 

Mr. V, has rendered Grifley’s work fomewhat more intelligible, 
but from its defectivenefs, and his having retained the alphabetical 
arrangement, it will be of no great sesieral tie His own Flora Lu- 
jitanica, on which he tells us in his preface he has been long employed, 


will be, no doubt, a much more valuable prefent to botanitts. 
Jen. Allg. Lit. Zeibe 


MINERALOGY. 


Art. x1x. Analyfe d'une Mine de Laiton, Se. Analyfis of a Mine 
of Brafs at Pifa in Tufcany : by Mr. Sage. Journ. de Phyfique. 
The ancients diftinguifhed two kinds of copper; that of Cyprus, 

which was red; and that of Corinth, which was yellow. Live 

the latter has been fuppofed to have confifted of a mixture of gold, 
filver, and copper, it appears thore probable to me, that it was the 
produce of a mine containing gopper and zinc. From the rarity of 
the copper of Corinth, its price was exorbitant ; from its beauty it 
was preferred to gold: had it been the compofition above-mentioned 
to have imitated it could not have been difficult. In collections of 
ancient coins we find pieces of brafs ; and, as the mode of makin it 
is not deferibed in any of the works of the ancients, | am incline to 
belicve, that they were ftruck in the awrichalcum out of curiofity. We 
are indebted to the German metallurgifts of the 13th century for the” 


art of making brafs from a mixture of zinc and copper: and no mines 
uniting 
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uniting the two in due propertion for that purpofe have yet been 
mentioned by mineralogifis. In the environs of Pifa there is a mine 
of calamine, of a dirty gray colour, {potted with blend of a blackith 
gray, dull and foliated. Brown martial earth, and white quartz, are 
alfo found in this calamine. But the charateriftics of this mine are 
cryftals of lapis calaminaris of a blueifh white, foliated and pearly, 
refembling fteatites : thefe cryftals, which appear on its furface, fre- 
quently exhibit elongated lamina, diverging nearly like zeolite. To 
reduce this ore, | melted it with one-third of its weight of powdered 
charcoal, and four parts of black flux. When the. mixture was in 
fufion, a part of the zinc burnt and exhaled, producing a blue and 
green fame: as foon as this ceafed, I withdrew the crucible from the 
fire, and when cool, I found under the fcorie a button of duile 
brafs, of a mot beautiful colour, and in the proportion of twelve 
pounds to me guintal ot ore. 


MATHEMATICS, 


Art. xx. Pavia. Sopra la Theoria de Pendoli, Fe. On the Theory 
of Pendulums, and the Law of the Centripetal Force proportional 
to the fimple Diftance of the Centre, and its Application to the 
Dottrine of Pendulums: by P. D. Greg. Fontana, Prof. of Math, 
Svo. 


The firft of thefe difcourfes treats on the ofcillations of pendulums 
applied to time-pieces. Prof. F. demonftrates that the ifochronifim of 
ofcillations in cycloidal arcs cannot take place in them, and from fimple 
mechanical principles deduces the following theorem. If two move- 
able points, impelled with unequal forces, defcend through the arc of 
a cycloid, the times of their defcent will be in a fubduplicate reci- 
procal ratio of their forces: whence it neceffarily follows, that the 
action of the fcapement varying, as well as that of the moving weight, 
or the powers by which the pendulum is impelled varying, the times 
of its vibrations muft vary in the fame proportion. The fecond dif- 
courfe is on the law of centripetal powers expreffed in the title. They 
both bear the marks of that inventive genius, and geometrical ele- 
gance, which diflinguith the works of their author. 

Efemeridi letterarie di Roma. 


POLITICAL OECONOMY, 
Art. xxt. Paris. Ejfai fur la Mendicité, Se. An Effay on Men- 


a 
dicity: by Mr. de Montlinot. 


Mr. de M. has, for fome time, fuperintended the poor of Soiffons, 
and has viewed their fituation with a philofophic eye. "The mode of 
life of a moft ufetul part of fociety, the labouring clafs, renders its 
members at an early age unable to procure their fubfiftence, and their 
gains, when in a flate of vigour, are too fmall to allow them to make 
any provifion for the future. It is the duty, therefore, of that fociety 
which they have ferved, to fupply their wants when they can ferve if 
no longer. ‘This truth the committee of the National Affembly has 
admitted and proclaimed, and we truft, that the indigent, no longer 
confidered as a feparate part of the community, will find their ftate 
rendered fupportable under the prefent conftitution. They who from 
idicnefs have embraced the ftate of mendicancy, or live by “es 
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the public, are to be confidered in a different point of view. For 

thefe, as well as for all who are able to work but cannot find employ- 

ment, Mr. de M. propofes the eftablifhment of a colony on the ifland 

of Bulam, on the coaft of Africa, which would render them lefs 

burdenfome to the community, and fecure focicty from many depre- 

dations to W hich it is now expoied. Mercure de France. 
HIS T OR Y. 

Art. xx1r. Paris. Dif ours hift: rique fur le CaraBere &F la Politigne 
de Louis XI. &8e. An hiftorical Difcourfe on the Chara&er and 
Politics of Louis X1. by a Citizen of the Section of the ‘Theatre 
Francois. Year of Liberty 2. 

The author’s epiitle dedicatory to his fellow-citizens is a model of 
fenfe and brevity. It is follow ed by an advertifement, which informs 
us, that he has read every thing that has been publifhed relative to 
Louis XI. befides feveral valuable manufcripts, the moft important of 
which is the original of ab. Joachim le Grand, in 4 vols. fol. This, 
indeed, was ufed by the late Mr. Duclos: but he copied from it fer- 
vilely, without availing bimfelf of the information it contained with 
the {pirit of a freeman and a citizen, as it was by no means his inten- 
tion to depict tyranny in its proper colours. Our author appears to 
have executed his tafk with an impartial hand, and not to have over- 
charged his portrait at the expence of truth, while he paints a deteftable 
tyrant, yet a prince far from deftitute of abilities, the perturbation 
of whofe mind in his latter days was but the confequence, and at the 
fame time the juft punifhment, of his former crimes. 


L’Ejprit des Fournaux. 


Art. xxi. Schwerin. Codex diplomaticus Hiforiz Megdpolitane, 
Sc. State Papers relative to the Hiitory of Mecklenburg. Part I, IL, 
410. 394 P» 

As no other province in Germany can boaft fuch diplomas as are to 
be found in Mecklenburg, where peculiar rights and privileges have 
been conferred on towns, monafteries, and nobles, the utility of this 
collection will not be confined to the elucidation of the hiftory of that 
province. Mr. Rudloif, therefore, has here made a valuable prefent 
to the public, Jen. Allg, Lit, Leite 
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Art. xxiv. Litbon. Vida do Infante Dom Duarte, Se. ‘The Life 
of the Infant Don Edward : by And. de Rezende: publifhed by the 
Royal Academy of Sciences. 8v0o. 63 pe 1759+ 
This interefting publication leads us to hope, that the academy will 

refcue more literary treafures from the duft of monaftic libraries. It 
is written in the fpirit of the ancients, is rich in chara¢teriftic traits 
ut the Portuguefe nation at its moft flourifhing period, and’ its ftyle is 
that of the golden age of Portuguefe literature. ‘The faults with 
which it fwarms, have, it is true, given occafion to an academician to 
deny its authenticity : but thefe only prove it to be a carclels copy 
from a faulty manufcript, as it certainly came. from the hand of ne 
other than the celebrated author of the Autiguitotes Luftane. 

| Jem. Allg. bit, Zeit 
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Ant. xxv. Parma. logic del Conte Zaccaria Betti, Eulogy of 
Count Z, Betti. 1790. 


This evlogy, the author of which is Mr. Benj. del Bene, confifts 
chiefly of an account of the writings of count B. whofe talents pro- 
cured him the reward of nobility, and a medal ftruck in his honour : 
and who had an annual penfion, that he might apply himfelf to fub- 
jets of commerce, exchange, and public economy. 

Giornale enciclopedico d° Italia. 


GEOGRAPHY. TOPOGRAPHY. 


Arr. xxvi. Paris. Defcription des principaux Lieux de la France, 
é-. A Defcription of the principal Places in France, containing 
defcriptive and hiftorical Accounts of the Provinces, Cities, ‘Towns, 
Monatteries, Caftles, &c. of the Kingdom, remarkable for any 
Curiofities of Art or Nature, or interefting and fingular Events, 
with Remarks on the Trade, Population, Cuftoms, and Character 
of every People in France, interfperfed with critical Obfervations, 
and illuftrated with Maps: by J. A. Dulaure. Vol. 1.—IV. 12mo. 
price fewed, 21. 10 f. [2s. 1d.j] bound 31. [zs.6d.] each. 1789. 
Mr. D. is already known by a defcription-of Paris, and another of 

its environs. Thefe two works, though feverely criticifed, have been 
read with avidity: the fame fate, mn. eek awaits this, It is every 
where interfperfed with the fame poignancy and entertainment, nor 
will fome erroneous dates, or facts on the veracity of which it would 
be cafy to raife doubts, prevent it from pleafing the generality of 
readers. 

The firt volume gives an account of Provence: the fecond, of 
Languedoc and Rouffillon: the third, of Quercy, Rouergue, Guienne, 
Gafcogne, Bearn, Navarre, Saintonge, Angoumois, and Aunis: the 
fourth, of Poitou, Limoufin, and Marche. 

In the city of Bayonne we have a ftriking inftance of depopunla- 
tion. Its inhabitants, in 1762 and 3, were reckoned to be twenty- 
five thoufand, and at prefent it does not contain ten thoufand : in the 
neighbouring country the decreafe is proportional. Of the Poitevins 
Mr. D. fays, they have always been diftinguifhed for their gallantry, 
as they are even now. In the fourteenth century there was a curious 
fect amongft them, the members of which gloried in being martyrs to 
love, and in braving the inclemency of the weather, in the moft 
fevere feafons, almoft naked, in order to prove the force of their paf- 
fion ; fo that many lovers and their miftreffes literally perifhed with 
cold fide by fide, whilft telling amorous tales, and laughing at thofe 
who were lefs mad than themfelves. 


Mr. Ameilbon. Journ. des Sgavans. 


POETR Y. 


Art. xxvit. Gottingen. Gedichte vor G. A. Birger, ‘Poems by 
G. A. Biirger. 2 vols. 8vo. 568 p. with plates, Price 1 r. 16g 
[6s.] 1789. 

Thefe lyric poems afford ample food for criticifm, yet are they of 
no common rank. Weconfider Mr. B. as not lefs excelling our pres 
fent race of lyric poets, than falling fhort of that fummit of perfection 
which is eafier imagined than attained, Fen, Allg. Lit. Zeit. 

6 ArT, 
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Axt. xxvitt. Paris. De la Saltation Théatrale, Sc, On Theatrical 
Dancing, or Inquiries into the Origin, Progreis, and Effects ef 
Pantomime amongft the Ancients, with nine colored Plates. A 


Diflertation which obtained the double Prize from the Academy of © 


Infcriptions and Belles Lettres, in November, 1789. By Mr. de 

Laulnay. 

This work, replete with erudition, contains almoft all that we know 
of the Mimes, or dancers, Greek or Latin. Pantomime, howeyer, 
properly fo called, was ungueftionab)) _ unknown till the time of 
Auguitus, though Mr. de L. afcrtbes to it far greater antiquity, He 
coniiders David, and even the daughter of Jephtha, as having prac- 
tifed a fpecies of it: but in this he certainly mifapplies the term, 

Mr. Du PIL. ‘Journ, des Spavans. 


Art. xx1x. Rayal Academy af Mufc. Dec. 14, was performed 
here for the firit time P/yche, an Anacreontic ballet in three acts, by 
Mr. Gardel. 

The fcenery of this piece is fuperb, the ftory is the offspring of a 
truly poetic imagination, and ajfitted as it was by the utmoft truth of 
exprefiion in the pantomime of the performers, we may pronounce it 
achef d auvre, L’Ejprit des Journaux. 


Art. xxx. Stockholm. Cora: Opera Trei Ader, Se. Cora: an 
Opera in Three Aéts : reprefented on the new Theatre of the Royal 
Academy of Mufic at Stockholm. 

The fubje&t of this piece, taken from the Incas of Marmontel, was 
felected by the king of Sweden; and Mr. Adlerbeth, to whom he 
gave it, has treated it in a mafterly manner. It forms a fuperb {pec- 
tacle, and difplays the pernicious tendency of monachal fuperitition 
with great force. 

Two ferious pieces, taken from Swedifh hiftory, Siri Brabe & 
ean Gyllenflterna, and Helmfeld, or the loft Som difcovered, and a 
comedy, each of which would do credit to the talents of any profefled 
man of letters, have likewife been performed here with great fucceds. 
Their author, though anonymous, is known to be the king. Like 
all the reft of his works, they breathe the pureft morality, and the 
moft ardent zeal for the duties of the man and the citizen. A tiagedy 
alfo, Sune Farl, by count Gyllenborg [author of an epic poem, 
called The Pafjage of the Belt, which we have heard lighly fpoken of, 
and of which we mean to give fome account as foon as we can procure 
it}, and another by Mr. Rofenheim, entitled /rede, both taken from 
the hiftory of Sweden, have been performed with much approbation. 
Odin, eller Afarues Utwandring, ** Odin, or the Emigration of the 
Scythians,” a tragedy, by Mr. Leopold, has been received too with 
great applaufe, L’Ejprit des Journaux. 


MISCELLANIES. 


Art. xxx1, Paris. Paroles mémorables, recueillies par Gab. Br- 
iter, Jc. Memorable Sayings, collected by G. Brotier, late Libra- 
rian to the College of Louis-le-Grand. 12mo, 


Thefe fayings are not of very ancient date; and amongtt many. 


already known, we find many well deferving notice, which _ lain 
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buried in oblivien. “The names of Henry IV. Louis XIV, Condé, 
Turenne, Moatecuculi, Colbert, and Sully, are moft diftinguithed in 
this colleétion. We hope Mr. A. C. Brotier, the editor, will foon 
favour the worl@ with the remaining pofthumous works of his late’ 
‘uncle. Journal Encyclopedique, 


EDUCA TION. 


ART. XXXII. Leipfic and Nuremberg. Befchreibung eines mathemae 
tifch-phyficalifchen Majchinen und Inftrumentencabinets, Se. Dele rip. 
tien of a Cabinet of mathematical and philofophical Inflruments, 
and of the Experiments to be performed with them: for the Ufe 
of Schools: by J. Conrad Giitle. Vol. 1. 8vo, 312 p. 12 
plates, 1790. 


This volume relates to electricity. Mr. G. firft gives an explana- 
tion of the technical terms ufed in the fcience, with a brief hittory 
of it, and a ketch of the different hypothefes refpecting the matter of 
the electric fluid. He then proceeds.to defcribe the various inftro- 
ments employed in ele¢trical experiments, their ufes, and the defects 
and advantages of different ones. Ten. Allg. Lit. Zeit, 


Art. xxxitt. Brunfwic. Gemeinniitzige Spaxiergange auf alle Tage 
im Fabre, Se. Ufetul Walks for every Day in the Year, for 
Parents, Governors, Schoolmafters, and private Tutors; for the 
Improvement of Knowledge by Infpettion, particularly of the Laws 
of Nature, and Proceffles of rural and domeftic Economy: by 
Chr. C, Andre and J. Mat. Bechitein. Svo. 4;6p. Price 20g, 
[38-] 1790. 

The mode of teaching here adopted is undoubtedly a good one, 
but it frequently brings things together in an unconnected manner, in 
which refpect too the authors have been perhaps fomewhat negli- 
gent: the objects felected by them are, however, in general well 
chofen. Jen. Allg, Lit. Lcit, 


Art. xxxtv. Erlangen. Allgemeines Lefebuch fiir dex Birger und 
Landmann, Sc. A Book of general Inftru€tion for People in the 
lower Ranks of Life, principally intended for the Ufe of Schools ; 
by Dr. G, F, Seiler. 8v0. 556 p. 

This book we can warmly recommend on account of the utility oF 
its inftructions, the value and authenticity of its information, and its 
fuitablenefs to the capacities of thofe for whom it is defigned. 


jen. Allg. Lit. Zeit. 


MAGIC, 


Aut. xxxv. In the 4//cemeine Literatur-Zeitung of Jena we find 
the tollowing notice to the public. 

Various magic manufcripts, with the requifites for formally raifing 
fpirits, to be fold. _ Amatetirs may apply by lerter, poft paid, to Joh, 
Fr, Doft, at Halle in the duchy of Magdeburg. Feb. 1791+ . 








